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Rhodeldand State Law Library: Resourcesand Services

For those of you working in down-
town Providenceor intheWest Bay
communities, check out the Rhode
Idand State Law Library located on
250 Benefit Street. TheLibraryis
housed on the 8th floor of the Frank
Licht Judicid Complex. TheLibrary
is open weekdays and Saturdays.
Professional reference assstanceis
avalable.

Attorneysand law firmsregistered
with the Library may borrow mate-
ridswhich circulatefromthecollec-
tion. Materidsether arculaefor five
daysor four weeks. Materidswhich
circulate for a period of five days
subject torecdll for court useinclude
practice materias, law reviews, le-
ga encyclopedias, treatises, officia
state case reporters, United Sates
Code Service, and United Sates
Reports, Lawyers Edition. Audio
and video cassetteson avariety of
legd and law-related topicsasocir-
culatefor fivedays. For morelei-
surely reading, thereisaloan collec-
tion of bookson variouslega topics
of current interest which circulatefor
four weeks. Anonlinelibrary cata-
log allows patrons to search the
Library’s holdings (http://
library.courts.state.ri.us/
GLASOPAC). Interlibrary loanis
avallabletoregistered attorneysand
lawfirms

Patrons have accessto various ma-
terials in electronic format.
LexisNexis Shepard’'s and West's
KeyCitecitator servicesareavalable
free of charge. Use of Loislaw
(http://www.loislaw.com) isaso
free of charge. Also available are
CD-ROMscontaining federal mate-
rids, generd practicematerials, and
satematerid sfor Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, and Rhodeldland. The
Library hasLegd Trac, thedectronic
version of Current Law Index, and
HeinOnlinefor abstract and full-text
accesstolegal periodicals. Goto
http://www.courts.state.ri.us/li-
brary/computerasssted.htmfor a
completelisting of web-based sub-
scriptionsand CD-ROMs.

For further information about the L i-
brary, visittheLibrary’swebsite at
http://www.courts.state.ri.us/li-
brary/defaultlibrary.htm.

Research Tips from the Fx-

perts:
gKeep It Simple

When you are conducting legal re-
search, remember to Keep It
Smple. Lega researchisaskill that
like any other skill improveswith

practice. The basic processisto
identify thequestionsor issuesraised
and the key termsto use. Usethe
indexesto sourcessuch asthe codes,
digests, periodical literature, legal
encyclopedias, and American Law
Reportsannotations. If youarere-
searching an area with which you
areunfamiliar, use sourcessuch as
hornbooks, legd encyclopedias, nut-
shdlls, periodicd literature, and trea
tisesto obtain background informa-
tion. Read what the appropriateleg-
idative body, adminigtrative agency,
and/or judiciary haveto say. Always
check those pocket partsor supple-
mentary pamphlets. Last, but not
least, do not hesitateto seek theas-
sstanceof librariand

gLibrariesand Librarians

Whether you will practice law in
Rhodeldand or in another state, the
Law Library staff encouragesyouto
becomefamiliar withthevariousli-
braries (academic, public, govern-
ment or specia) inyour stateand to
makethe acquaintance of thelibrar-
ians, whowith their knowledge and
expertise, can makeyour legal ca-
reer easier. If you are fortunate
enoughtowork inalargelaw firm
that hasaprofessiona library staff,
takethetimeduring your firmorien-
tationto makefriendswiththelibrar-




ians. Itisadvisablethat you do not
wait until youareinacrissstuation
tointroduceyourself tothefirmli-
brariansasthey might not beassym-
pathetic to you. If you establisha
solid professional relationshipwith
thelibrariansat thebeginning of your
career with thefirm, they will try to
performmiracleswhenlocating ma:
teriasfor you.

Barb’s Computer Advice:

Resumes!

Didyou know that Microsoft Word
provides a Professional Resume
Template?To get tothetemplatein
MS Word XP: Select “File,” then
“New.”
a. Onright side of screen, click
on“Generd Template’ link under
“New from Template’ heading.
b.Then select the “ Other Docu-
ments’ tab andthenclick on“Pro-
fessond Resume”

To get thetemplateto * behave when
you want to enter multiple degrees
inthe‘ Education’ section, follow the
ingtructionsbelow.

1. Open the template using the in-
structionsabove.

2.Click on‘Table andthenclick on
‘Show Gridlines.” Now you can
seethat theresumeisredly justa
table.

3. Click totheleft of the* Education’
row. The entire row should be
highlighted.

4. Copy the* Education’ row: press
Ctrl+C.

5. Pastethe‘ Education’ row: Click
totheleft of the ‘ Interests' row.

The entire row should be high-
lighted. Press Ctrl+V. A new
‘Education’ row will be pasted
abovethe'Interests row.

(** Don't forget: if thingsdon't
look quiteright, you can always
click the Undo button and try it
agan.**)

6. Highlight the second occurrence
of theword' Education’ (intheleft
column). PressDelete.

7. Rl inyour informationintheright
column. Hint: To get adash of
the proper length between thetwo
dates:

a. Typethefirst date.

b. Press the hyphen key twice;
then typethe second date.

c. After the second date, pressthe
gpacebar and thetwo hyphenswill
turninto adash.

8. Click on‘Table' andthenclick on
‘Hide Gridlines' to seewhat the
resumewill look like.

NOTE: This procedure will also
work if youwant to add extralines
in any section of the resume, in-
cluding the ‘Work Experience’ sec-
tion.
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Loidawisaservicefor legd research
providing full-text accessto federal
and state caselaw, statutes, and ad-
ministrativeregulations. Treatises
published by Aspen Law & Busi-
ness, the parent company of Loidaw,
arekeyword searchable. Onemay
asoview thetableof contentsof in-
dividual treatises. In order to use
Loislaw, you must register at the
website (http//www.loislaw.com/
lawschoal) . Atthewebsite'shome
page, click on “Register” and com-

pletetheonlineregidrationform. You
will need to enter thelaw school’s
specia access code which can be
obtained by contacting aReference
Librarian.

Bar Exam Materials:

Inadditiontothebar review materi-
dsavallablethroughthe Officeof the
Dean of Studentsor acommercial
bar review course, theLaw Library
has some study aidswhich you may
finduseful. Thematerialslisted are
located on Reserve and arefor use
inthelibrary only.

BarBri Bar Review: Rhodelsland
(KF388 .B371 2000) covers R.I.
civil practicespecificaly and generi-
cally: agency, commercia paper,
conflict of laws, corporations, credi-
tors' rights, domestic relations, eg-
uity, partnerships, secured transac-
tions, trusts, and wills. BarBri Bar
Review: First Year Review (KF388
.B3722002) coverscivil procedure,
congtitutiona law, contracts, crimi-
nal law, property, andtorts. BarBri
Bar Review: Upper Level Review
(KF388.B37 2002) coversconsti-
tutiona law, crimina procedure, evi-
dence, trusts, and wills. Compila-
tion of Bar Examination Questions
and Answers (KF303 .I55) is a
semiannual publication with essay
guestionsand answersfor the states
of Alaska, Connecticut, and Michi-
gan. What Graduates Need to
Know to Pass Bar Exams (KF303
.H37 2002 isavideorecording of a
presentation by law school faculty.
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