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Law Library Briefs

Roger Williams University School of Law Library

No.7,AugusI, 2003

The Patriot Act and You

A basic tenet of the library
community istorespect theprivacy
of library patrons. Your library
recordsindicatingitemspreviousy
or currently checked out or re-
guested via interlibrary loan are
confidential and are not generally
accessibleto personsother thanthe
library staff. Provisionsof theUSA
Patriot Act 8215 could affect access
to your library records by non-
library personndl.

USA Patriot Act 8215 amended
8501 of the Foreign Intelligence
SurveillanceActof 1978 (F.I.S.A.).
It authorizesjudgesof theF.I.S.A.
court to grant the F.B.1. access to
any tangible things (books,
records, papers, documents, and
other items) inorder togather foreign
intelligenceinformationor toconduct
an investigation to protect against
international terrorism. Thiscould
includeyour library patronrecords
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« TheLawLibrary welcomesnew ¢
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* you successinall your endeav- .
e Orsduringthe2003/04 academic o
+ year. Pleasedonot hesititateto o
s ask any of thelibrary staff for ¢
. assistance. .

or information on computer use.
PCsinthelaw library donot haveany
user tracking softwareinstalled on
them and are programed to reset
daily totheir origina configuration.
In addition, 8501 of the Foreign
IntelligenceSurveillanceAct prohib-
itspersonsfromdisclosingto other
personsthat theF.B.I. hassought or
obtained any of thetangibleitems
allowed under the section. For
further information about the USA
Patriot Act and libraries, check out
the" Issues& Advocacy” section of
thewebsiteof theAmericanLibrary
Associationat http://www.ala.org.

Library News

WelcomeJennifer Raynor!

Joiningthelaw library saff asthenew
AcquisitionsLibrarianisJennifer P.
Raynor. Jennifer previously held
positionsin technical servicesand
referenceat theCarnegieL ibrary of
Pittsburgh. Sheearned her Masters
of Library Informationdegreefrom
theUniversity of Pittsburghand her
Bachelor of ArtsdegreeinHistory
fromtheUniversity of Michigan. In
additiontoher dutiesasAcquisitions
Librarian, Jennifer will beassigtingat
theReferenceDesk.

LawLibrary Career Collection

Duringthesummer, severa directo-
riesshelvedintheCareer Collection
were relocated to the Reference
Collection. Books in the Career
Collection cover topics in career
exploration and job searching.
Itemsin the Career Collection can
now be checked out of the law
library. Directoriesonlawyers, law
firms, judges, and graduate law
programsarelocated in Reference
and arefor useinthelaw library only.

New Website Design

The university and thelaw school

recently unveiled redesigned
websites. Y ou can accessthelaw
library’ s home page from the law
school’s home page at http://
law.rwu.edu or by goingdirectly to
http://law.rwu.edu/Law+Library.
From there, click on the buttons
located on the |eft side of the web
pageto accessthe Library Guide,
library webcatalog, Research
Guides, library newdetters, and the
AcquisitionsListsof titlesrecently
cataloged in the collection. The
library newsletters, Research
Guides, and AcquisitionsListsare
availablein.pdf format for printing.




Some Recent Acquisitions

Beginningwiththisissue, aregular
columnof LawLibraryBriefs will
feature titles which have recently
been added to thelibrary’ scollec-
tion. In thisissue, thelaw library
Collection Servicesstaff bringsto
your attention the following new
books.

For thoseof youdesiringtoenhance
your legal writing and public
speaking skills, take alook at the
followingtitles: TheDictionary of
Concise Writing: 10,000 Alterna-
tives to Wordy Phrases (Refer-
ence, PE1464 .F57 2002); The
Dimwit’ sDictionary: 5,000 Over-
used Words and Phrases and
Alternatives to Them
(Reference,PE1591 .F57 2002);
and Legally Speaking: 40 Power -
ful Presentation Principles Law-
yers Need to Know (Reference,
KF8915 .T36 2002).

For the serious Internet denizen,
Web of Deception: Misinforma-
tion on the Internet (Reference,
ZA4201 .W432002) offerstipsfor
recognizingandavoidingmideading
and deceptive information on the
web and how to go about obtaining
redress when you have been the
victimof Internet fraud.

Foringghtintotheinner workingsof
the U.S. Supreme Court and the
deliberations of the justices on
variouslegal issues, check out the
book authored by Justice Sandra
Day O Connor entitled The
Majesty of the Law: Reflections of
aSupreme Court Justice (KF8742
.026 2003).

Barb's Computer Advice

There is an anti-virus software
program on each PCto protect your
disk fromgetting“sick.” Security
softwareisonevery PCtoprotectits
current configuration. Thismeans
that you cannot saveyour document
to the PC's hard drive. Barb
encouragesyoutoawayssaveyour
documenttoafloppy or zipdisk or to
a CD-ROM. Returning students
may noticethat Training Labs1and
2havenew Dell PCs. Eachnew PC
intheTrainingLabsandintheMain
Computer LabhasaCD read-write
program. Eachnew Dell PCasohas
aDVD/CD-ROM drive.

Barbara (Barb) Pahlow, Public
Services Assistant, isavailable to
assistyouwithcomputer andprinting
problems. Barb canbecontactedin
theLibrary, at 401-254-4536 or by
email at bpahl ow @l aw.rwu.edu.

Spotlight on Library Student
‘Workers

Sinceopening itsdoorsin August,
1993totheinaugural class, thelaw
library has employed law school
studentstowork inthelibrary andin
the computer labs. Indeed, our
student workers are essential to
keepthelibrary openlatenightsand
weekendsand areimportant mem-
bersof thelibrary staff.

Student library assistantsworking at
the Circulation Desk perform a
variety of tasks. They check outand
checkinlibrary materids, answerthe
Circulation Desk and Reference

Desk telephones, provide direc-
tions, fileloosel eaf materias, shelve
books, and take care of problems
with the photocopiers. Thelma
Dziaohires, trains, and supervises
student library assistants. Richard
Segel shares responsibility with
Thelma in hiring, training, and
supervisingthestudentlibrary asss-
tants.

Studentsworking in the computer
labs are available to answer basic
questionsabout thewordprocessing
programs, email, electronic data-
bases, and the Internet. They can
assistyouwith printing problemsas
well. BarbPahlow hires, trains, and
supervisestheComputer LabMoni-
tors.

Look for profiles of former and
current student workersinupcoming
issuesof Law LibraryBriefs!

Libran"y Tours
Year Students

First-
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Librarianswill conduct toursfor first-
year students from August 22 to
August 29, 2003. Eachtour will last
approximately ahalf hour. A memo
indicating the date and time of the
scheduled tour will be placed in
student mailboxes.

Upon completion of the tour,
studentswill receive acopy of the
Library Guide and Selected Bibli-
ography for Legal Research and
Writing (TimeSaver No. 4).
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