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AMICUSAMICUS
FALL 2009The Magazine of Roger Williams University School of Law

        RWU Law Goes to 

Hollywood
an Alumna’s Crusade to Free Her 
Wrongly Convicted Brother  
BecOMes a Major Motion Picture



M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D E A N

Seeking Justice…

Friends, 

Whether representing deep-pocketed corporate clients or indigent undocumented laborers, attorneys 

are ultimately in the business of seeking justice – the highest purpose and ideal of our profession.

	 In this slim edition of Amicus (see Editor’s Note below), you will find some outstanding 

examples of that ideal from within our RWU Law community. Alumna Betty Anne Waters ’98 

spent literally half her life seeking justice for her wrongly imprisoned brother – and is now about  

to be introduced to the world via an upcoming Hilary Swank feature film that bears her name. 

In these pages, you’ll get an “insider’s look” at the true-life story behind the Hollywood picture.

	 You’ll also enjoy a glimpse inside our new Immigration Law Clinic – an exciting and  

much-needed addition to the region’s immigration-law landscape, and one that’s been featured  

in the Boston Globe, the Providence Journal and Providence Business News, as well as receiving heavy 

coverage in the Spanish- (and Portuguese-) language media. In clinic director Professor Mary 

Holper, RWU Law has an experienced and passionate advocate who has dedicated her professional 

life to seeking justice for America’s newest residents.

	 Of course, we could as easily have written about any of our clinical programs, all ably overseen 

by Professor Andrew Horwitz. Or we could have focused on Professors Peter Margulies and Jared 

Goldstein, who have done yeoman’s work ensuring that the U.S.’s constitutional ideals are respected 

and upheld even for such reviled individuals as the terrorism suspects being held at Guantanamo 

and other facilities. Or Professor Emily Sack, who has spearheaded efforts across the country to 

offer “problem-solving courts,” designed to quickly and efficiently address domestic violence and 

other pressing social issues. Or Adjunct Professor Don Migliori, who has persistently demanded 

answers and accountability for his clients in 9/11-related litigation. Or any number of projects 

under the aegis of our own Pro Bono Collaborative…

	 But you get the picture: seeking justice is an essential part of who and what we are at RWU 

Law. I hope this issue of Amicus will inspire you to join us and become part of our continuously 

unfolding narrative.

David A. Logan
Dean and Professor of Law

I’m pleased to report that Roger Williams 
University has given official approval to a full 
redesign of Amicus. It will be a ground-up 
redesign – not a tweaking or even an overhaul of 
the present magazine, but an entirely new Amicus 
(one that may, in fact, not even be called Amicus) 
slated for launch in Fall 2010.
	 After examining several possible interim 
plans, the School of Law administration and 
University Communications have decided not to 
stop production of the “old” Amicus during the 
redesign – we’ll still have two more of those: the 
one you’re holding and another for Spring 2010. 

These issues, however, will be 12 to 16 pages 
shorter than the magazine’s usual size, to free 
up design and editorial resources for work on 
the new magazine (as well as a major redesign 
of RWU Law’s website, currently underway). 
	 That’s a lot of pages to lose, and many 
sections may be trimmed or eliminated in these 
issues. In the interim, I encourage all of you to 
have your say as the redesign proceeds. Please 
tell us what you like and dislike about Amicus –
in focus, look, content; whatever you want to 
talk about. We’d like to know what features and 
departments you’ve enjoyed as well as those 

you’d like to see jettisoned. All suggestions 
will be presented to the Amicus Editorial 
Board as the redesign moves forward.
	 In the meantime, I thank you for your 
patience and understanding while we are 
“under construction,” and I look forward to 
your input.

Very truly yours,

Michael M. Bowden,
Editor, Amicus 
mbowden@rwu.edu

EDITOR’S NOTE: A NEW AMICUS IS COMING!
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S C H O O L  O F  L A W  B R I E F S

RWU Law is shaping both the 
present and the future of law school 
admissions through its active 
participation in the Law School 
Admissions Council (LSAC). 
	 While LSAC is best known for 
administering the LSAT, it is a non-
profit organization that governs much 
of the legal admissions process in the 
United States, Canada and Australia – 
and soon India and China as well. 
RWU Law is proud to announce 

that LSAC has appointed three of our own 
to prestigious posts.
	 Dean David Logan will serve on the 
LSAC’s Investment Policy Oversight 
Group, which oversees LSAC’s large 
investment portfolio. In 2007 and 2008, 
he served as a member of the Finance 
and Legal Affairs Committee and prior 

RWU Law Welcomes New Chief Justice 

This summer, The Honorable Paul A. Suttell was sworn in as 
the 51st Chief Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court, 
with state and federal judges, political leaders, family and 
friends in attendance. 
	 In spite of the dreary day, the atmosphere was festive, reflecting 
the remarkably broad array of support (including a unanimous vote 
in the Senate) for the jurist from Little Compton, who has moved 
from the Family Court (where he served from 1990 to 2003), to 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court (2003-09), and now to the 
pinnacle of the state judiciary as Chief Justice. 
	 Deans David Logan and Anthony Bastone attended the 
ceremony, along with popular adjunct professor Don Migliori 
and his law partner Jack McConnell, who serves on the RWU 
Board of Trustees and is himself slated for the federal bench. Several alumni were also in attendance, including Susan Rodriguez ’03
and Elizabeth Suever ’07, who served as Chief Justice Suttell’s law clerks, and Sally McDonald ’09, who is his current clerk. 
	 “Chief Justice Suttell has hired one of our graduates to serve as his clerk for each year of his Supreme Court term,” Dean Logan 
noted, adding that Rodriguez had the honor of testifying on Suttell’s behalf per his request during his confirmation process. 
	 “Having the opportunity to serve as Justice Suttell’s law clerk was a great honor and learning experience,” said Suever, who now 
practices with Roberts, Carroll, Feldstein & Peirce. “As a new law school graduate, I could not have asked for a better mentor to help 
me hone my legal writing and research skills. I will always look back fondly on my time in Justice Suttell’s chambers.” 

RWU Law Builds LSAC Presence

to that he served as a member of the 
Diversity Committee.
	 Michael Boylen, assistant dean of 
admissions, will serve as chair of the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Issues Subcommittee, after serving 
as a committee member in 2007 and 
2008. During that period, RWU Law’s 
LGBT group, the Alliance, had a hand 
in helping overhaul LSAC’s guide for 
LGBT applicants to law school, and two 
students – Mary Sarigumba ’10 and Cara 
Hall ’09 – were profiled in both the Out 
and In brochure and on LSAC’s website. 
	 Finally, Tom Shaffer ’98, director of 
admissions, will join the LSAC Misconduct 
and Irregularity Subcommittee, reviewing 
cases in which applicants are accused 
of misconduct during the law school 
application process.

Rhode Island’s new Chief Justice Paul Suttell is joined at his 
swearing-in ceremony by RWU Law Alumni Elizabeth Suever ’07 
(one of his former clerks) and Robert Knychalski ’07.
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Logan Honored By RILS and NAACP 

David A. Logan, dean of the Roger 
Williams University School of Law since 
2003, was honored recently by Rhode 
Island Legal Services (RILS) for his 
dedication and commitment to equal 
justice in the law, and by the NAACP 
for his outstanding efforts toward 
achieving diversity and inclusiveness in 
legal education.
	 “We are pleased to recognize Dean 
David Logan’s commitment to equal 
justice,” said Robert Barge, executive 
director of RILS, which is celebrating 
its fortieth anniversary. “Under his 
leadership, RWU Law has thrived, 
dramatically increasing its stature 
among the nation’s law schools.” 
	 “RWU Law and RILS share a strong 
commitment to serve Rhode Island’s 
low-income communities and work 

Providence lawyer Mark Mandell 
was recognized at a Bristol reception 
hosted by Roger Williams University 
President Roy J. Nirschel, Ph.D., and 
Dean David A. Logan of RWU Law, 
for his generous $250,000 challenge 
gift in support of the law school’s Pro 
Bono Collaborative (PBC), which 
facilitates public interest collaborations 
between law firms, community 
organizations and students at Roger 
Williams University School of Law.
	 “Doing pro bono work combines 
the reality of legal justice with the 
principles of social justice, and what 
can mean more than that?” said 
Mandell, whose gift also lays out a 
matching challenge to the Rhode 

together towards that 
goal,” Logan said, 
adding that RILS 
employs 11 RWU 
Law graduates. 
	 Soon afterward, 
the Providence 
Branch of the National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) presented Logan 
with the Community Service Award 
at its 96th Annual Freedom Forum 
Dinner, at which Logan also served 
as the keynote speaker.
 	 “It is an honor to be recognized by the 
nation’s leading civil rights organization, 
especially in this, the NAACP’s 100th 
anniversary year,” Logan said. “RWU 
Law is committed to expanding its role 

as a progressive force in 
the struggle for equal 
justice. Working with 
the NAACP is an 
important aspect of 
that mission.” 

	 During his tenure 
at RWU, Logan has 

spearheaded numerous 
public interest projects, 

increased funding for students 
who work in public service jobs each 
summer, and supported scholarships 
for applicants with a public-interest 
commitment. In the same period, bar-
pass rates have soared and surveys show 
that the faculty is now one of the most 
productive and diverse in New England.

Mandell Throws Support Behind PBC

Island legal community to 
double his donation.
	 Mandell said the PBC’s 
work illustrates the attitude and 
willingness to innovate that 
makes RWU Law so vital to 
Rhode Island’s bar and bench. 
	 A former president of 
both the Rhode Island Bar 
Association and the Association 
of Trial Lawyers of America 
(ATLA), Mandell currently 
sits on the Rhode Island Supreme Court 
Ethics Advisory Panel and has served on 
the Governor’s Advisory Commission on 
Judicial Appointments, among many other 
posts. A longtime supporter of RWU Law, 
Mandell not only teaches trial advocacy at 

the school, but also serves on its advisory 
board and in 2008 joined its Board of 
Directors. In addition, he is the proud 
father of Zachary Mandell ’11, a second-
year law student at Roger Williams; and 
this fall he was welcomed onto Roger 
Williams University’s Board of Trustees. 

Mark Mandell (second from right) is joined by RWU 
President Roy Nirschel, PBC participant Rebecca 
Carey ’11 and RWU Law Dean David Logan.
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S C H O O L  O F  L A W  B R I E F S

Teitz Testifies Before Senate Hearing

Professor Louise Ellen Teitz testified 
before a Senate subcommittee about the 
legal hurdles facing Americans injured 
by products manufactured outside the 
United States.
	 U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 
(D-R.I.), who chairs the Senate 
Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee 
on Administrative Oversight and 
the Courts, asked Professor Teitz to 
share her expertise at the hearing, 
titled “Leveling the Playing Field and 
Protecting Americans: Holding Foreign 
Manufacturers Accountable.”
	 In his opening statement, 
Whitehouse cited several recent 
examples highlighting the need for 
greater foreign product accountability, 
including a contaminated blood thinner, 
which last year caused severe medical 

reactions and contributed to numerous 
deaths, and a 2006 incident involving a 
lead-tainted charm bracelet that claimed 
the life of a four-year-old. The autopsy 
demonstrated that the charm was 99 
percent lead, which is 1,650 times 
more than the 0.06 percent lead limit 
specified in Consumer Product Safety 
Commission enforcement guidelines for 
children’s jewelry.
	 “Americans harmed by defective 
foreign products need justice, and they 
don’t get it when foreign manufacturers 
use technical legal defenses to avoid 
paying damages to the people they have 
injured,” said Whitehouse, a former 
U.S. Attorney and Attorney General for 
Rhode Island.
	 Professor Teitz, who has taught and 
written on topics including transnational 

litigation and private international law 
for more than 20 years, is an expert on 
both the American legal system and its 
counterparts abroad. She has studied 
international law and contributed 
to its drafting as a member of the 
State Department’s delegation to key 
international conventions. 
	 At the hearing, Teitz explained 
why American consumers are often 
unable to hold foreign manufacturers 
accountable for injuries they cause, and 
the competitive disadvantage this creates 
for American manufacturers who are 
subject to the American legal system.
	 “There is an obvious competitive 
impact on U.S. manufacturers who are 
sued more easily and cheaply here in the 
U.S.,” said Teitz.
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Faculty Enjoys Frequent Media Cites 

RWU Law faculty are appearing ever 
more frequently in local and national 
media outlets. 
	 In recent months, Dean David 
Logan was quoted by Providence 
Business News on the nomination of 
Justice Paul A. Suttell as Chief Justice 
of the Rhode Island Supreme Court. 
Dean Logan and Professor Jorge Elorza 
were both cited in a Providence Journal 
article regarding the nomination of 
Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the United 
States Supreme Court, and Professor 
Jared Goldstein was heavily sourced in 
a follow-up piece. 
	 Professor Peter Margulies provided 
expert commentary in a piece on lawyers 
representing Guantanamo detainees. 
Later, in the aftermath of the D.C. 
Holocaust Museum shooting and the 
slaying of abortion doctor George Tiller, 
Professor Edward Eberle was extensively 
quoted in the New York Times’ 
influential Opinion Blog (which was 
subsequently picked up and favorably 
analyzed in the prominent “Racism 
Review” blog). And when a laboratory 
technician was taken into custody in 

Lynn Rosenthal as his special advisor 
on domestic violence, and when the 
Boston Globe ran an op-ed by Dean 
Logan on whether the reporter’s 
privilege should extend to digital 
media, such as blogs and Twitter.
	 And the list keeps growing. 
To stay abreast as RWU Law’s 
outstanding faculty shape and deepen 
the public dialogue, visit RWU’s 
exciting new Media Room site at 
http://mediaroom.rwu.edu.

Daniel P. Griffin ’10 was recently awarded the Nathan J. Schuldheiss ’05
Memorial Scholarship, awarded to a deserving law student with a 
military background in his or her pursuit to learn, support, and defend 
justice and equality. Nathan was a civilian anti-terrorism investigator 
with the Air Force in Iraq when he was killed on November 1, 
2007. Griffin is a law clerk for the Law Office of Mark B. Morse 
in Providence, and served in the United States Marine Corps as a 
rifleman and a Marine security guard. He earned his Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science from Rhode Island College in Providence.

the Yale graduate 
student slaying, 
Associate Dean David 
Zlotnick was quoted in 
an Associated Press story 
picked up by media outlets 
across the country and 
around the globe, explaining 
prosecutorial strategy.
	 Closer to home, Professor 
Carl Bogus was consulted in an article 
involving judicial controversy on the 
Rhode Island Workers’ Compensation 
Court. Professor John Chung was 
quoted in the Providence Journal 
regarding the Twin Rivers bankruptcy 
and its impact on the State of Rhode 
Island, while Professor Michael 
Yelnosky spoke on Rhode Island’s 
merit-based selection of judges and 
Professor Bruce Kogan addressed the 
value of alternative dispute resolution  
in divorce cases.
	 RWU Law faculty are never short on 
opinions, a fact underlined when the 
New York Times published an editorial 
by Professor Emily Sack, applauding 
President Obama’s appointment of 
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Marine Law Jobs!

Despite the tight economy, RWU 
Law’s Marine Affairs students and 
grads are securing good positions 
in the evolving fields of ocean and 
coastal law:

Nick Battista ’08 was recently assigned 
to serve a one-year paid Knauss 
Fellowship as legislative assistant to 
U.S. Representative Chellie Pingree 
(D-Maine). He will be working 
primarily on ocean and coastal issues. 

Gavin Black ’10 interned this summer 
at the International Maritime 
Organization in London, researching 
international maritime law.

Jennifer Mehaffey ’07 is an attorney 
at the United States Coast Guard 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
Prior to that, Jennifer (a 2008 Knauss 
Fellow) was with the Committee on 
Marine Transportation System of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation in 
Washington, D.C.

Allison Novelly ’10, recipient of 
the 2009 ABA Environmental and 
Diversity Fellowship, was a summer 
intern with the Coastal States 
Organization in Washington, under the 
guidance of CSO Executive Director 
Kristen Fletcher, former director of 
RWU Law’s Marine Affairs Institute 
and R.I. Sea Grant Legal Program. 

Jackie Rolleri ’11 interned in the 
Providence office of U.S. Senator Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-R.I.) this summer.

Maureen Wagner ’10 served a 
summer internship with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s General Counsel 
in Washington, D.C.

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  M A R I N E  A F F A I R S  I N S T I T U T E

Sea Grant Law Fellows 

As Rhode Island’s Sea Grant Legal Program, 
the Marine Affairs Institute hires law students 
as Sea Grant Law Fellows, who conduct legal 
research and analysis for government agencies, 
industry and non-profit organizations that 
request assistance. These fellowships provide 
valuable legal information to the community, 
while offering law students valuable hands-
on experience. Said 2009 Fellow Pamela 
Cunningham ’11, “I was able to utilize all the 
skills I had mastered in my first year of law school and apply them to real problems.”
	 Last summer, fellows worked on a diverse range of projects: Kirby Aarsheim ’10 
researched the permitting process for marine construction and dredging projects for 
the Quonset Port Development Corporation, while Chris Connolly ’11 worked for 
Pacific Energy Ventures LLC, a consulting firm in Portland, Ore., analyzing federal, 
state and local regulations and policies for offshore wave and tidal energy projects 
along the eastern seaboard. Cunningham contributed to the publication, 
A Local Official’s Guide to Regulating Land Use in Wetland Buffers and High Water 
Tables to Protect Water Quality, produced by URI’s Cooperative Extension, URI’s 
Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials, and Save The Bay. Finally, Alastair 
Deans ’11 researched the potential for memorandums of understanding to increase 
cooperation and coordination between governmental regulating agencies with 
regard to offshore renewable energy projects. 

MAI Hosts Regional Ocean Law Workshop 

The Marine Affairs Institute recently brought together managers, lawyers and advisors 
from across the region with federal agencies and national legal experts to discuss legal 
issues and policies surrounding the siting of offshore wind energy facilities. 
	 Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Maine are all currently exploring such siting 
issues. As a new industry, there are many “first impression” state and federal legal 
issues emerging. Furthermore, electricity is managed regionally, whereas many 
marine issues such as fisheries are managed on a regional basis. Attendees surveyed 

common legal issues, 
considered the benefits of 
more coordinated efforts 
to address these and future 
legal issues, and explored 
continued collaborative 
efforts. The workshop, 
funded by the National 
Sea Grant Law Center, was 
held in Newport, R.I.

Chris Connolly, Alastair Deans and 
Pamela Cunningham all, ’11.

RWU Law’s Marine Affairs Institute, in partnership with Rhode 
Island Sea Grant and University of Rhode Island, is preparing the 
next generation of marine law professionals. With rigorous courses, 
extracurricular opportunities, and regional, national and international 
conferences, the Institute is a comprehensive clearinghouse for marine 
law and policy.
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F E I N S T E I N  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  L E G A L  S E R V I C E
RWU Law is committed to the belief that lawyers should use their legal 
skills to serve their communities – and that introducing students to public 
interest law can set the stage for a lifetime of valuable societal contributions. 
The vehicle for this mission is the Feinstein Institute for Legal Service.

Public Service Requirement Rises to 50 Hours

In furtherance of RWU Law’s commitment to public service, the faculty voted last 
spring to raise the public service requirement from 20 to 50 hours, beginning with 
the Class of 2012. The requirement mirrors the aspirational goal set for lawyers by the 
American Bar Association. In order to graduate, students will complete at least 50 hours 
of unpaid, law-related public service, for which they will not receive academic credit. 
Students may work on a pro bono matter or project in a non-profit law or policy setting, 
or for a government agency. If you are interested in working with a law student through 
the Public Service Program, please contact Liz Tobin Tyler at the Feinstein Institute. 

Public Interest Students Honored

Twenty-eight students who received 
Feinstein Institute Summer Stipends 
enjoyed placements in Alaska, 
Georgia, New Hampshire, New 
York, Rhode Island, Washington, 
D.C., and many other locales. The 
students worked in civil and criminal 
settings; represented adolescents, 
adults, and the elderly; advocated in 
trial, appellate and policy settings; 
and contributed their skills to offices 
focused on human rights, civil 
liberties and children’s rights. 
	 Eight students received grants from the Equal Justice Works Summer Corps 
program. These prestigious fellowships provide a $1,000 AmeriCorps Education 
Award upon completion of 300 hours of service at a nonprofit public interest 
organization. We congratulate Rebecca Aitchison ’11, Eric DiMarzio ’10 and Robert 
Self ’10 (Rhode Island Public Defender), Jennifer Bartlett ’10 (Snohomish County 
Public Defenders Association, Wash.), Brandy Hughes ’10 (New Hampshire Public 
Defender), Katie Kelliher ’10 (Alaska Public Defender), Heather O’Connor ’11 
(South Coastal Communities Legal Services) and Greg Rosenfeld ’11 (Public 
Defender Service of D.C.). You made us proud! 
	 Heather O’Connor was also selected not only for a Massachusetts Bar 
Foundation Fellowship, but as one of nine students from a pool of 400 across the 
country to receive an EJW Summer Corps Standout Award. Heather worked at 
South Coastal Counties Legal Services in Fall River, Mass., in the Homelessness 
Prevention Project. Heather’s experiences were detailed in a post on the Equal 
Justice Works Blog (equaljusticeworks.wordpress.com).
	 Sarah Mazzochi ’10 was one of only two recipients of the “Ms. JD Public Interest 
Summer Scholarship” for her work at the ACLU Voting Rights Project in Atlanta.
Ms. JD chose Sarah for her commitment to public interest law based on her work, 
studies and life story. Sarah’s winning essay is posted on the Ms. JD website (ms-jd.org). 

The Pro Bono 
Collaborative 

RWU Law’s Pro Bono Collaborative 
(PBC) mobilizes Rhode Island law 
firms, law students and community 
organizations to provide desperately 
needed legal assistance for underserved 
residents of the state.

Over the summer, the PBC 
welcomed two additional law 
firms: Ratcliffe Harten Burke 
& Galamaga LLP and Pannone 
Lopes Devereaux & West LLC. 
In addition, the PBC launched 
a new project partnering the 
Disability Law Center of Rhode 
Island with Hinckley Allen 
Snyder LLP to provide special 
education advocacy. 
	 With assistance from Advisory 
Board member Matthew Plain ’05, 
the PBC launched its bi-monthly 
Thirsty Thursday events, which 
bring together pro bono-minded 
attorneys to socialize and share 
their pro bono experiences.
	 In observance of the ABA’s 
National Pro Bono Celebration 
Week, the PBC would like to 
extend its thanks to all of its 
partnering attorneys and law 
students, who have donated 
more than 2,500 hours of 
pro bono legal service to low-
income Rhode Islanders and the 
organizations that serve them.

Jennifer Coliflores ’11 worked with the Providence 
Law Department in a summer fellowship under 
Providence Mayor David Cicilline.

9
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employers who hire illegal workers.
	 Federal agents in March 2007 raided 
a leather goods factory in New Bedford, 
Mass., arresting 361 workers – mostly 
women from Central America – on 
federal immigration charges.
	 Then, last year, Rhode Island Gov. 
Don Carcieri announced a crackdown 
on illegal immigrants, requiring  
vendors that do business with the state 
to check new hires’ legal working status 
and demanding that state police and 
prison officials do more to identify  
illegal immigrants for deportation.
	 Six courthouses were raided in 
July 2008 for having suspected illegal 
immigrant cleaning workers; the  
following month, a Chinese immigrant 
held at the Donald W. Wyatt Detention 
Facility in Central Falls died of advanced 
liver cancer after being neglected by 
staff there.
	 “We saw what happened at the Wyatt 
detention center, and you know what 
happened in New Bedford,” said RWU 
Law Dean David Logan. “This is a 
very big issue of public policy, and there 
are frankly very few lawyers in Rhode 
Island who specialize in this.”
	 Though criminal defendants are 
entitled to court-appointed lawyers, the 

Ashley Ham Pong ’10’s first client 
as an aspiring attorney is a Liberian 
national facing deportation for criminal 
convictions. The seriousness of the case, 
and the consequences it carries, were 
apparent the first time she interviewed 
the man behind a glass window at a 
Massachusetts detention facility.
	 “I think it really makes you do your 
homework,” she said.
	 Ham Pong is one of 10 participants 
in a new immigration law clinic at  
Roger Williams, where students  
working under a professor’s supervision 
represent detained immigrants facing 
deportation. The students have their 
own office hours, map out defense 
strategies for clients and, though not  
yet licensed attorneys, will have 
opportunities to make arguments at the 
federal immigration court in Boston.
	 “We run it like a small law firm 
where I’m the partner in charge,”  
said Professor Mary Holper, director 
of the clinic. “They’re all associates  
working under me.” Holper previously 
supervised a similar program at Boston 
College Law School.
	 Law schools routinely offer clinics 
to give students practical experience 
in representing clients and help ease 
the transition from the classroom to 
the courtroom. Roger Williams offers 
two other clinics in criminal defense 
and mediation.
	 The decision to add a third clinic 
in immigration law reflects a growing 
interest in what recently has been 
a tempestuous, hot-button issue in 
Rhode Island and throughout southern 
New England. Nationally, too, 
immigration remains a contentious 
topic: President Barack Obama has 
called the country’s immigration system 
“broken,” and his administration 
is pursuing a strategy of targeting 

same privilege does not extend to civil 
deportation proceedings. Holper said 
this creates an urgent need for lawyers 
who can help clients navigate the  
complex federal code of immigration 
law, assist non-English speakers in 
making sense of documents that order 
their deportation, or argue for bond  
for immigrants in detention.
	 Holper said she became interested in 
immigration law after studying abroad 
in Paris during college in the 1990s, and 
living with North African immigrants 
strained by xenophobic sentiments in 
France. She later volunteered in Costa 
Rica and – while preparing for a career 
in immigration law – worked as an 
intern researching country conditions 
for asylum applications and conducting 
asylum intake applications.
	 She was a supervising attorney at 
BC’s immigration law clinic for four 
years. She spent this past summer  
working with immigrant-services 
nonprofits in the area to help line up 
clients for her students.
	 Holper said the September 11 
terrorist attacks led to more stringent 
enforcement of 1996 changes to 
immigration laws. The result was a 
longer laundry list of crimes for which 

RWU Law’s New Immigration Clinic Addresses an Urgent Public Policy Concern

By Eric Tucker

Professor mary holper, director of rwu law’s new immigration law clinic
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Community Celebrates  
Clinic Launch

In September, a large gathering of RWU Law students, alumni, faculty and 
staff joined local community leaders at the University’s Providence campus 
to celebrate the launch of the school’s new Immigration Clinic, a state-
of-the-art legal facility that will enable law students, working under the 

guidance of a full-time professor, to get hands-on immigration law experience 
while serving needy clients from around the state and region.
	 “Rhode Island’s immigrant communities form a large, fast-growing and 
underserved segment of the state’s population, and those most in need of 
complex legal representation are frequently least able to afford it,” said Dean 
David Logan.
	 Professor Mary Holper, the new clinic’s director (see main story), explained 
that immigration law is “the equivalent of the tax code” in its labyrinthine 
complexity, and that immigrants need expert guidance to successfully navigate 
the system. Clinical students will therefore deliver a range of legal services, 
from conducting “know your rights” educational forums to handling complex 
asylum cases.
	 “It’s a good time to be opening an immigration clinic in Rhode Island,” 
said Carl Krueger, senior immigration lawyer at the International Institute of 
Rhode Island, the state’s largest immigration agency. Calling himself a “card-
carrying member of the law-school clinic fan club,” Krueger said the clinic 
would help answer “a crying need for accurate, competent legal services” in  
a “very, very daunting and complicated system.” 
	 Ramon Martinez, president and CEO of Progreso Latino, Inc., one of the 
state’s largest ethnic advocacy groups, underscored the clinic’s importance to 
Rhode Island’s many immigrant communities, saying, “Democracy happens 
when we enable our society’s newest arrivals to become fully participating 
members of the community.”
	 Among other guests attending the clinic dedication were Rhode Island 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Paul A. Suttell and Associate Supreme Court 
Justice William P. Robinson III, as well as representatives from the offices of 
U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Providence Mayor 
David Cicilline. – MMB

a person could be deported – which, in 
turn, necessitated a more intense focus 
on detained immigrants.
	 “The expansion of detention raised 
more human rights, due process and 
civil rights issues than existed pre-9/11,” 
Holper said.
	 Students are able to make court 
appearances so long as they are not 
being paid by the client – and they’re 
not – and if they are acting under an 
attorney’s supervision. Holper said she 
will oversee all of her students’ written 
filings and communication with clients.
	 “It’s not the most efficient way to 
practice law, but the idea is to give them 
space to learn it themselves, to make 
their decisions,” she said.
	 On a recent Tuesday morning, Ham 
Pong and classmate Jessica Grimes ’10 
were working out of the clinic, helping 
to build a timeline for their client’s case 
and researching conditions in Liberia to 
support his defense against deportation.
	 Grimes said the responsibility is 
daunting, but recalls being struck by 
Holper’s reassuring words.
	 “In the alternative,” she recalled 
Holper saying, “he’d have no attorney.”

_______________________________

© Copyright 2009 Associated Press. All rights 
reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. Used 
with permission. The story has appeared, in 
different form, in the Boston Globe, The 
Day of New London, Conn., and a number 
of other publications.

current immigration law clinic students 
include, in front (L-r) angela corso and 
elvira arias and in rear rishmil patel and 
alejandro vera, all ’10.

at the launch of the immigration clinic: (l-r) dean david logan, the honorable paul suttell, 
chief justice of the rhode Island supreme court, william p. robinson iii, associate justice of 
the rhode Island supreme court, and professor mary holper, director of the clinic.
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L A W  A L U M N I  N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S

With a new academic year upon us, I am pleased to provide 
the RWU Law community with an update on the Law 
Alumni Association. 
	 At the end of the summer we hosted the Tenth Annual 
Law Alumni Association Golf Tournament. Thanks to the 
strong response from alumni and other members of the 
legal community, the Golf Tournament was an enormous 
success, contributing significantly to our Scholarship Fund, 
which annually benefits two first-year law students. This 
accomplishment would not have been possible without the 

tireless effort of the Golf Committee, volunteers and the 
Alumni Office. The committee is already planning next year’s 

tournament, and it is never too early to start thinking about your involvement.
	 Other upcoming events to look out for include our fall and spring alumni “After 
Hours” receptions, as well as our annual Holiday Reception. At each of these events, 
you will enjoy an opportunity to reconnect and network with other RWU Law alums. 
I encourage everyone to participate in at least one alumni event this year – or, if you 
cannot, take an active interest in our law school and let your ideas be heard. Together we 
can influence the future of our alma mater and strengthen its reputation.
	 Finally, I would like to thank the outgoing Board of Directors for their years of 
service and welcome those new directors whose terms recently commenced. To get 
involved, please contact the Alumni Office or me directly at margretav@gmail.com.

Margreta Vellucci, Esq. ’07 

2009 LAA Scholarship Recipients

Rebecca Carey ’11 of Feeding Hills, Mass., and 
Jacqueline S. Rolleri ’11 of Warren, R.I., are the recipients 
of the 2009 Roger Williams University School of Law 
Alumni Association Scholarships. The scholarships are 
awarded to law students who have demonstrated academic 
excellence in their first year of law school. 
	 Carey is a founding member and secretary of the 
Criminal Law Society and a member of the Women’s Law 
Society and Intellectual Property Law Society. She has also 
worked as a contract and rights coordinator for Eric Carle 
Studio in Northampton, Mass. Carey earned her Bachelor 
of Arts in Journalism and Legal Studies from the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst.
	 Rolleri is the president of the Environmental Law Society and treasurer of the 
Maritime Law Society. She is also a member of the sustainability committee and Save 
the Bay. She worked last summer as a legal intern for U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 
(D-R.I.) in Providence. Rolleri earned her Bachelor of Arts in Biology from Colby 
College in Waterville, Maine. 

Margreta Vellucci, Esq. ’07
President,
Law Alumni Association

LAA President’s Message

Congratulations to the 
2009/2010 

Law Alumni Association 
Board of Directors

Effective July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010

2009/2010 
Executive Committee:

President
Margreta Vellucci ’07

Vice President
Nicole Dulude ’06

Treasurer
Kim Grabarz ’02

Secretary
Neville J. Bedford ’03

Board of Directors
Humberta M. Goncalves-Babbitt ’99

Barbara Barrow ’97
Neville J. Bedford ’03
Susan Rossi Cook ’01
Stephen Cooney ’02
Michael J. Daly ’02
Nicole J. Dulude ’06
Laura Frechette ’04
Kim Grabarz ’02

Robert Humm ’08
Deborah A. Kennedy ’97

Lincoln Lennon ’99
Robert Pirri ’97 

Kevin Rolando ’07
Margreta Vellucci ’07

Joel J. Votolato ’03

The LAA Board of Directors meets three 
times a year. All Alumni are invited to 

attend meetings and/or join a committee.

Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Wednesday, May 5, 2010

Meetings will be held from 6:00 
to 7:00 p.m. at the Roger Williams 

University Metro Campus, 150 
Washington Street, Providence. 
A conference call capability will 

be set up for each meeting.

Jacqueline S. Rolleri (left) 
and Rebecca Carey both ’11.



21

Thanks to our Sponsors & Supporters!

Special thanks to our Sponsors!
Tournament Sponsor
Morowitz & Barry, Ltd.

Supreme Sponsor
Home Loan Investment Bank

Lunch Sponsor
Bon Appétit at Roger Williams University

10th Annual LAA Golf Tournament Raises $14,000

The Tenth Annual Law Alumni Association Golf Tournament 
raised more than $14,000 for the Law Alumni Association 
Scholarship Fund. Support of this fundraising event has enabled 
the Law Alumni Association to award outstanding law students 
with annual law alumni scholarships.
	 “Each year the Law Alumni Golf Tournament serves as the 
largest single fundraiser for our Law Alumni Scholarship,” noted 
tournament co-chair Anthony R. Leone II ’97. “This year we 
were fortunate to have our friends from Morowitz & Barry  

be our first tournament title sponsor. The weather was perfect, and 
there was plenty of food, fun and prizes for all. It is always a great 
day to see old friends, have a fun day on the golf course, and raise 
scholarship funds for our law school students.”
	 The continued growth of the golf tournament and scholarship 
fund depends on your support. If you’d like to become involved 
with the planning of the 2009 golf tournament, please e-mail your 
interest to lawevents@rwu.edu

195 Franklin Private Dining Club
Adler, Pollock & Sheehan P.C.
All Occasion Transportation
Amazing Specialties
Antonio’s
Balboa Properties
Bank of America, Stephen Bernardo ’98
Bristol Harbor Inn
Bristol Total Fitness
Caffé Itri
Capital Court Reporting
Caserta Pizzeria
Chris Gasbarro’s Fine Wine & Spirits
Citizen’s Bank
Collette Vacations
Daily Scoop
Dave & Buster’s 
DeWolf Tavern
Dunkin Brand
E. Turgeon Construction Corporation

Eskimo King
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Floral Symphony
Forge Consulting
Rob Gemma
Gemma Law Associates
Graphic Ink
Higgins, Cavanagh and Cooney, LLP
Law Office of Carly Beauvais Iafrate
Jay-El Trophies
Professor Bruce Kogan
Leo’s Ristorante
Ella & Anthony Leone, Sr.
Leone Law, LLC
Dean David A. Logan
Magic Hat
Morgan Stanley, Val Colastano
Morowitz & Barry Ltd.
Mulligan’s Island Golf & Entertainment
 

Mystic Aquarium & Institute for 
	 Exploration, Divisions of Sea 
	 Research Foundation
Newport International Polo Series
Newport Storm
Newport Vineyards & Winery
Nu-Lux Cleaners
Old Canteen
Law Office of David J. Oliveira
Panera Bread
Pannone Lopes Devereaux & West, LLC
Papa Razzi
Pinelli’s Cucina
Providence Children’s Museum
Quito’s Restaurant
Redlefsen’s Rotisserie & Grill
Reporting Associates- 
	 Shorthand Reporters
Rhode Island Association for Justice
Rhode Island College

Roberts, Carroll, Feldstein & Peirce
Ronald J. Resmini Law Offices
RWU Law Bookstore
RWU Law Review
RWU School of Law Office of Alumni, 	
	 Programs & Events
RWU School of Law Office 
	 of Career Services
RWU Student Bar Association
Professor Anthony J. Santoro
Providence Courtyard Marriott Hotel
Sakonnet Vineyards
Trader Joe’s
Venus de Milo Restaurant
Nancy & Michael Voccola ’97
Wasserman, McKay, Kando 
	 & Chamberlain
WB Mason
Westin Providence
William Grant Inn

Thanks to Our Volunteers 2009 Law Alumni Golf 
Tournament Committee

Mary Kibble ’08
Kimberly Moore ’01
Hadley Perry ‘08
Lauren Regan
Kevin Rolando ’07
Maquel Skowronski
Michael Smuda ’08
Margreta Velluci ’07

Anthony R. Leone II ’97, Co-Chair
Kimberly Tracey ’07, Co-Chair
Mary Kibble ’08
Robert Knychalski ’07
Ron LaRocca ’08
Eric Miller’01
Jason VanVolkenburgh ’07
Margreta Vellucci ’07
Meghan Hansen, Office of Alumni, Programs & Events
Chelsie Horne, Office of Alumni, Programs & Events

Morowitz & Barry, Ltd.
A voice for injured Rhode Islanders and their families

Kate Andresen ’08
Mary Aswell
Lyndsey Bannon ’10
Neville Bedford ’03
Arthur DeFelice ’10
Kyle Dervishi
Lydia Hanhardt
Kathy Gaskell
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1996
Bill Chamberlin and his wife 
Kim (and their Newfoundland 
Savannah) welcomed a 
new addition to the family, 
Jackson Dean Chamberlin, on 
July 21, 2009.
 
 

1997
Don Brown and his wife 
Terri welcomed their 
daughter Molly Jean on 
October 30, 2007. 

Brook Deangelis Rowan and 
her husband Rob welcomed 
Baylee Deangelis Rowan 
on June 29, 2009. She joins 
her 4-year-old brother Reed 
and 3-year-old sister Blake. 
The family resides in Little 
Compton, R.I.

Andrea Krupp has accepted 
the directorship of the 
Catholic Foundation of 
Rhode Island. Andrea had 
previously been an estate, 
business and real estate 
attorney with Kenyon 
Law Associates in South 
Kingstown, R.I. She lives in 
South Kingstown with her 
husband Brandon and their 
two-year-old son Harris. 

Anthony R. Leone, his wife 
Chelsie and son Zachary 
are proud to announce the 
arrival of Emma Amelia, 
born August 9, 2009. 
Anthony has also been 
named chairperson of the 
continuing legal education 
committee of the Rhode 
Island Association for Justice 
and a Rhode Island state 
delegate to the American 
Association for Justice. 
Anthony manages his own 
law practice, Leone Law, 
LLC, in Warwick, R.I.

Daniel J. McCusker is happy 
to announce his involvement 
as an equity owner of Priority 
Archives. Priority is a national 
provider of document 
management, security and 
secure destruction services 
with corporate headquarters 
outside of Philadelphia. Dan 
also continues to operate a 
commercial debt collection 
law practice out of Media, PA. 

Robert E. Pirri and his 
wife Julie welcomed 
their daughter Angela 
on December 14, 2008. 
Robert was promoted 
to national manager for 
the Philanthropic Trust 
Services for Bank of 
America. In this capacity 
he manages a national 
group of trust officers in 
administering foundations, 

Joseph R. Marion III is a 
senior associate with Burns 
& Levinson LLP, in the firm’s 
trusts and estates group. 

Dennis Meyers was named 
to the board of directors of 
the Tampa Bay WorkForce 
Alliance, in which capacity 
he will provide strategic 
focus and guidance to 
assist TBWA with work 
force development services. 
Meyers is also a solo 
practitioner focusing on 
civil litigation and insurance 
defense. A veteran of the 
U.S. Naval Reserves, Meyers 
also serves on the military 
and government affairs 
committees of the South 
Tampa Chamber 
of Commerce.
 

2000
John B. Garry is an attorney 
for the Department of 
Homeland Security, Office 
of General Counsel, in 
Washington, D.C. He was also 
promoted to Commander in 
the Navy Reserve. 

2001 

Susan Rossi Cook opened 
her own practice offering 
legal and mediation services 
in Franklin, Mass., and East 
Sandwich, Mass. 

Megan Higgins is working 
on offshore renewable 
energy projects throughout 
the U.S. in the Providence 
office of Ecology & 
Environment, Inc., an 
international environmental 
consulting firm. 

Kimberly J. Moore is a 
financial services professional 
for MassMutual Financial 
Group in Providence. 

Ann Sheppard Mores and 
her husband were transferred 
from FBI Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., to the Boston 
Division in February 2009. They 
live in Quincy, Mass. 
 

2002
Carrie L. Abatiello is in-house 
counsel for the Rhode Island 
Student Loan Authority.

Michael J. Daly joined the 
Providence firm of Pierce 
Atwood LLP as an associate in 
the litigation practice group. 

Cris Mattoon is a campaign 
advisor and public speaker, 
and notes that he, his wife 
Kimberly and their four-
year-old daughter Elizabeth 
are “enjoying a blessed life.”

Jonathan Saunders and his 
wife welcomed a daughter, 
Mattingly Jayne Saunders. 

Rebecca (Yeager) Dye is a 
part-time LSAT instructor 
for Kaplan. She is pleased to 
announce Macy Noel, born 
on December 23, 2008. 

2003 

Jessica F. Kallipolites is the 
assistant administrative 
director for the Connecticut 
Bar Examining Committee. 

C. Richard Shewack is senior 
vice president and national 
claims director at Willis 

C L A S S  N O T E S

2002
Wendy Waller ’02 was recently recognized by Providence 
Business News as a “40 Under Forty” honoree. A staff attorney 
with Save the Bay in Providence, Waller said she knew from 
the moment she finished her undergraduate education at 
Johns Hopkins University that she wanted to be a lawyer and 
environmental advocate, but she did not get there by the most 
direct of career paths. Before attending law school, she worked 
as a real estate broker and ran a successful café. Eventually, 

however, she earned her J.D. from RWU Law, along with a master’s degree in marine 
affairs from the University of Rhode Island, interning with the R.I. Coastal Resources 
Management Council while still a student. After graduation she worked as an associate 
attorney at the Warwick, R.I., law office of Lepizzera, Laprocina & DePalo. Her RWU 
adviser, Dennis Nixon, had “encouraged me to get experience in a courtroom in order 
to bring added value to any environmental advocacy group.” Waller said. 

In addition, Waller is a member of Jamestown’s Harbor Commission and is 
volunteering her legal skills to help a group of pet owners and breeders who are 
pushing for an update of the R.I. Rabies Control Board’s regulations. With a brother 
suffering from a traumatic brain injury, Waller also spends much of her free time 
raising awareness about such injuries. 

2004 
Gina (Ramacciotti) Iannone 
’04 is an assistant public 
defender in Elk River, Minn., 
and her husband Jason 
Iannone ’04 is with the 
Department of Veteran 
Affairs in Minn.

endowments, not-for-
profits and healthcare 
charitable accounts for 
both administration and 
investments. 

1998
Brian Berkowitz was 
selected as one of Rockland 
County, New York’s “40 
under Forty” in October 
2008. This honor is 
bestowed upon professionals 
under the age of 40 who 
are making their mark on 
the county in positive ways 
through commitment to 
growth, development, 
professional excellence and 
the community at large. 
Brian, his wife Nicole and 
their two-year-old daughter 
Natalie, welcomed their 
second child, Jonah Sidney, 
in May 2009.

Lisa Kolb has relocated to 
Greeneville, Tenn., where 
her husband Marc is the 
offensive co-coordinator/
QB Coach at Tusculum 
College. They have three 
children, Matthew, Hannah 
and William. 

Lincoln Lennon is the 
assistant city solicitor 
with the Law Department 
of Providence.
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Global Aviation. Willis is one 
of the three largest insurance 
brokers in the world. 

Douglas M. Mercurio, a 
solo practitioner in North 
Reading, Mass., has been 
appointed to the board of 
directors of the Reading-
North Reading Chamber 
of Commerce. He is also 
chair of the chamber’s 
North Reading Government 
Affairs Committee, and is 
president-elect of the North 
Reading Rotary Club. He 
lives in Tewksbury with his 
wife Michelle and their two 
sons Steven and Jason.
 
 

2004
Amanda Foster is an 
attorney with Wong 
Fleming, P.C., in Princeton, 
N.J., and an adjunct legal 
writing professor at Seton 
Hall Law School for the 
2009-2010 academic year. 

Laura Frechette joined 
Timothy J. Conlon, Esq., 
in Providence. 

Chantal Tocci was 
interviewed by the Wall 
Street Journal, and featured 
in that publication’s “Career 
Journal” section in August, 
speaking about her job as 
hotline operations manager 
for the long-running Fox 
television series “America’s 
Most Wanted” (see story in 
Spring 2009 Amicus).

2005 

Maggie (Tarta) Coppens 
and her husband Chris 
welcomed a baby boy, 
Raymond Joseph Coppens, 
into the world on March 5, 
2009. RJ has a new cousin, 
Sofia, born to Shaun and 
Meg (McSharry) Spada ‘05.

Patricia Ann (Rebello) 
Hardt is an attorney with 
the Virginia Beach Public 
Defender’s Office. She 
is licensed in R.I., Mass., 
Va., and Washington, D.C. 

Patricia and her husband 
Bruce welcomed their first 
baby, Hunter Lee Hardt, on 
July 15, 2008. 

Ronald M. Metcho is an 
associate with the law firm 
of Marshall, Dennehey, 
Warner, Coleman & 
Goggin, where he focuses 
his practice on insurance 
coverage and insurance bad 
faith issues. He resides in 
Philadelphia. 

Sarah Potter is a public 
defender with the Rhode 
Island Public Defender’s 
Office.

Joseph J. Ranone manages 
his own practice, Ranone 
Law, in Warwick, R.I. He 
serves clients in R.I. and 
southeastern Mass. 

2006
Cory J. Bilodeau joined 
the business and corporate 
practice group at Fletcher, 
Tilton & Whipple P.C. in 
Worcester, Mass., where he 
concentrates on corporate 
tax law. Cory earned an 
LL.M. degree in taxation 
from Boston University 
School of Law. 

Tom Connolly is an 
associate with Scott & Bush 
in Providence, focusing 
on commercial litigation 
and intellectual property 
work. He co-authored the 
Rhode Island chapter of 
Misrepresentation in the 

Life, Health, and Disability 
Insurance Application Process: 
A National Survey (ABA Press 
2009). He also co-authored 
an article in the Fall 2009 
edition of The Brief, the 
quarterly magazine of the 
ABA’s Tort Trial & Insurance 
Practice (TIPS) Section. He 
lives in Thompson, Conn., 
with his wife Erica, and two 
daughters, Maggie and Fiona. 

Sarah M. Curtis is an 
associate with Patton Boggs 
LLP in Anchorage, Alaska, 
where she advises clients 

on issues including business 
formation, regulation 
compliance, tax-exempt 
status and litigation. She 
also practices in the area 
of Native American affairs, 
assisting a variety of 
Alaska Native Corporations 
navigate the intricacies of 
the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANCSA) 
and the Alaska corporations 
laws. Following graduation 
from RWU Law, Sarah 
earned her LL.M. in 
Taxation at University of 
Washington School of Law.

Helena P. (Amaral) 
Downyok is an assistant 
state prosecutor for 
Charlotte County, Fla.

Stephen R. Muschiano is a 
professional environmental 
engineer and attorney 
working for the Law Offices 
of Michael A. Kelly, P.C., in 
Providence. He works on first-
impression environmental 
cases; construction law 
and litigation matters; 
engineering, architecture and 
construction management 
insurance defense; arbitration 
and mediation. 

Elizabeth H. Walston is an 
assistant district attorney with 
the Norfolk District Attorney’s 
Office in Quincy, Mass. 

Brian Waterman and Rebecca 
Guendelsberger ’06 were 
married on July 4, 2009. 

2007
Regina Marie Hammer was 
accepted into New York Law 
School’s LL.M. program in 
real estate law. She opened 
her own solo practice in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. to concentrate 
in real estate law.

Meaghan Mahoney is an 
attorney with the Law 
Office of Susan Pittard 
Weidman, P.A., in Delaware. 
Her main area of practice is 
estate planning.

Leah J. Metro is an associate 
with the Law Office of 
Joseph P. Lussier, CPA, Esq. 
in Worcester, Mass.

2005 
Dr. Lynn Ewart-Paine ’05, deputy 
chief technology officer at the 
Naval Undersea Warfare Center 
(NUWC), Division Newport, was 
named a 2009 Woman of the Year 
by the Rhode Island Commission 
on Women. The award recognizes 

“influential women in Rhode Island who demonstrate 
a history of individual achievement or who have made 
lasting and positive contributions in the community to 
help elevate the presence of women and improve the 
quality of life for women in the state.”

2006 
Alison LaBoissonnière ’06 is an associate with the class-action 
division of Diaz Reus & Targ LLP in Miami, where she focuses 
her practice on international securities litigation, international 
antitrust litigation, portfolio monitoring, business transactions, 
corporate and contractual matters. 

“My practice is a bit strange and diverse, but it can really be 
summed up into international institutional investor protection,” 

Alison said. “Right now, I am heavily involved in international creditor representation 
on behalf of institutional investors in complex, multinational bankruptcy cases.”

After completing her J.D. at RWU Law, Alison earned her LL.M. with honors at the 
University of Notre Dame Law School in London. Before returning to the U.S., she 
worked in the international capital markets team at Allen & Overy, one of the U.K.’s 
leading law firms.

As a law student, Alison was nominated as president of the Moot Court Board, 
participated in the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition, and 
was chief research assistant to Professor Louise Ellen Teitz. She was also the champion, 
best advocate and best brief recipient in the Esther Clark Moot Court Competition,  
and received the CALI Award in Trial Advocacy and European Union Law.

Earlier this year, Alison addressed the Institutional Investor Educational Foundation 
Conference in London as a panelist on shareholder activism and latest trends in 
international securities litigation, and more recently she spoke to University of Miami Law 
School students on how to build a career in international law. She was also on the Planning 
Committee for the ABA International Law Section Fall 2009 Meeting in Miami Beach. 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

For additional details on upcoming 
School of Law events, please visit: 
http://law.rwu.edu/news/events

Thursday, December 3, 2009 
Law Alumni Association Holiday Reception 

Time:	 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Location:	 Federal Reserve 
		  60 Dorrance Street
		  Providence

Hors d’ouevres and cash bar. Registration fee is $20 per 
person. Each fee includes one beverage ticket and a $5 
donation to the School of Law Annual Fund. We are also 
sponsoring a toy drive for Toys for Tots, and request that you 
consider bringing an unwrapped gift to donate. RSVP to the 
Office of Alumni, Programs & Events at lawevents@rwu.edu 
or (401) 254-4659.

Saturday, March 6, 2010
17th Annual Barrister’s Ball 

Time:	 6:00 p.m.	 Reception
		  7:00 p.m.	 Dinner & Dancing

Location:	 The Westin Providence
		  One West Exchange Street, 			 
		  Providence

Sponsored by the Student Bar Association. Alumni tickets 
are $65 per person. Alumni tickets are based on availability. 
Please contact the Office of Alumni, Programs & Events at 
lawevents@rwu.edu or call (401) 254-4659. 

Friday, May 21, 2010  
School of Law Commencement 

Time:	 1:00 p.m. Ceremony - Open seating

Location:	 Bristol Campus

The latest Commencement news may be found online at 
law.rwu.edu/sites/commencement. Please contact the Office
of Alumni, Programs & Events at lawevents@rwu.edu or call 
(401) 254-4659. 

Thursday, June 10, 2010
Law Alumni Association Annual Meeting & Breakfast

Time:	 7:45 - 9:15 a.m

Location:	 The Westin Providence
		  One West Exchange Street, 			 
		  Providence

Held in conjunction with the Rhode Island Bar Association 
Annual Meeting. RSVP to the Office of Alumni, Programs & 
Events at lawevents@rwu.edu or (401) 254-4659.



The Honorable Paul A. Suttell, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Rhode Island, 
administered the Oath of Professionalism to the incoming Class of 2012 as part of new 
student orientation ceremonies in August. With applications up 21 percent over last year, 
RWU Law brought in its largest-ever class of 1Ls, who collectively boast the strongest 
credentials in the school’s history.

Office of Alumni, Programs and Events
Ten Metacom Avenue
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809
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