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SW ‘04: The Wild, Wild West

Spring Weekend 2004
starts Wednesday, and this
year CEN has gone above
and beyond what is the
norm.

And we're talking
mechanical bulls, jousting
and Spike’s hotdogs.

You know, just like in the
ol” Western movies.

~ This year, the theme is
Wild, Wild West and
activities kick off
Wednesday in the Student
Union between 11 and 2.

This is one spring week-
end you won't want to
miss,

The Showdown:

Wednesday:
11-2 Carmival
photos

Thursday:
Maroon 5 concert,
7 pm.

Friday:
Quad Fest - big-
ger and better!
Featuring: rock
and roll jousting,
mechanical  bull;
Extreme combo
{rockwall  climb-

2004

Roger Williams Unlversity

SPRING WEEKEND

ing and bunjee
jumping),
antique pho-
tos and charn-
calures.

Chameleon
Club 10 p.m.

With special
Dl:  LOUIE
DeVITO and

club  dancers
| Joah

Saturday:

| Block Party
Featuring:
amusement
Epark rides,

obstacle courses, plenty of
food (ncluding Del's
Lemonade and Spike's
hotdogs), local band per-
formances and an all-cam-
pus dinner from 4-6. At
night, fireworks behind
the Union, followed by
the movie “Along Came
Polly.”

All weekend long there
will be tons of free give-
aways. Please remember
that your student 1D is re-
quired for ALL Spring
Weekend events.

Saddle up and join the fun
in the Wild, Wild West!

Student discussion shows

the hippest p

----- o

By Mark Walervsiak
Staff Writer

A group of roughly 15
RWLUI students gathered in
the lounge for an evening

sgssion of kicking back and
talking politics. - Stonewall
One  housed: Hhe "Round
Table Series” an apen - dis
cussio of the 2003 presiden
Hal candidates moderated
by Student Senmate presi-
denbal candidate Elvsia
Rodriguez.
hesard on condidate!s theo-

Visices  were

arty is political

[ S

ries and policies were criti-
et miost constrictyvely

AR aniie Hot so: Fhe
relaxed environment of off-
green  walls, and  plain

lounge chairs was accom-
panied by perhaps the only
things that were not verbal-
Iy opposed-—pizza and
drinks.

Mark Ryan, a sophomore,
was seemingly the only
Bush supporter of the
group, He carried the dis-
cossion very well despite
being outnumbered, as he
was the only one defending
Republicans:.  He said.
"Society shouldn't be rep-
resented by a nibwit getting

blow jobs in the owval
office.” Rvan, of course is
referencing former

President Clinton afior the
discussion began with the
allegations that John Kerry
cheated: on his wife, the
Heing  Keétchup
kecper,

A student raised  the
point that polls suggested

POk

The Science Guy g
page b

Parking ticket fiasco
page 3

that  60-70  percent of
Americans said they did
not care about personal
acts. Senior . Morgan
Hutchinson - said,  “I'd
rather have a president that
lied about sex than lied
about reasons for going o
war.”

Arpument  shifted  to
Ryan's concessions that he
doesn’t believe Bush is per-
"He's oo conservia-
tive about religion, gay
marriage; and war He
screwed himsetf over with
that. ome (war), . When ‘it
comes to morals, he is the
best.”

im Dugan, a first-year
architecture major;, argued
that according to Michael

feck

Continued on page 4

R bbbt titot i it o TS

Noska

elected

Senate
President

By Allisym Deyo

News Editor

Adam Moska has been
elected the new student
senate president. A legal
studies and communica-
tions double major, Noska
has big plans for next
year's senale.

“There are a few main
things that I want to bring
to the table,” he said. *T am
looking o form a fnumber
of different relationships
with clubs, from being
involved with senate to
helping each other out.”

In addition tohaving sev-
eral pieces of controversial
legislation: brought to the
table, the senate lost mem-
bers as the year progressed.
Between the debate over
the College Republicans,
and the issue now of the
new disclatmer dictated by

the Administration, the

the 10th planet?
page 5

senate has proven to be a
strong voice on campus.

Noska states,  “I  am
going to make senate a
more approachable group.
It has been indicated to me
that senate sometimes
comes across as cold and
elitist, and that iz some-
thing that T will work to
correct. 1 really believe
that one of the goals that
everyone should be con-
scious of is to portray the
university in .a -positive
light locally as well as
regionally and nabonally”

The university has had
image problems since the
College Republicans insh-
tuted a “whites-only”
scholarship, which Noska
won, However, after con-
sidering the award, Noska
decided  too dopate the
525(), along with 5750 he i3
raising, to the victims of
the Station Nightclub Fire

Sports |
page 8
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I'was disappointed in the article ounmmmg “Rate My
ProfessorCom.” Rating pm:"mmra-, especially on a scale from
1-5, is not an accurate representation of their teaching skills
Teachers who did recetve a low score could Bave récéived
that seore from an angry student who was upset for receiving
a low grade. This also goes for teachers who received a good
score. Maybe they let their class out early all the time and
that is why they scored so highly:

In my time at Roger Williams; | have only experienced ong
poor protessor, whao is no iﬂng_'er teaching at this University |
think the reason we fill-oul those teacher evaluation forms
every somester is because this University really cares about
the techniques and teaching abilities of their faculty,

the most incredible leachers U've had at this school. He is
strict, challenging and is-a hard grader. | don't see this as a
reason to rate him at a 2.9, | think often students misunder-
stand whata good teacher js. A good teacher is someone who
challenges you and makes you think outside the box, not
spmeone who gives the easy "A"

U, Tackach has made me a better writer; he always puts
thoughtful comments on my papers suggesting ways to
improve and where | did well. He has made me excited
about American Literature and more aware of literary illu-
sions. Dr. Tackach also facilitates thoughtful discussion and is
always available for extra help. He is approachable, humor-
ous and intelligent. To me, that's a good teacher. A good
teacher goes above and beyond for their students, cares
about their education, and doesn’t constantly send their stu-
dents home early,

Respectfully,
Emily E. Quintin, Class of ‘05

Lastly, I would like to add, that Dr. James Tackach s oneof | |

" Police Beat

Arrests
4/2 at 8:47 p.m. Mexandm* Pﬂscati 19, of 584 Echo Glen ﬁwe River Vale, Nj was arrested at Viola's

Liquors by Bristol pﬂl:h:e on a charge of possession of beverage by an underage person.

Summonses

4/3 at 4:57 p.m. Hast‘lngs Lam:. 18, of 350 Fernhill Raad, Bristol, Cann,, was isauad a swmmons-at Bristol
Wine and Liquors by Bristol Police on a charge of possession of beverage by an underage person.

4/3 at 5:14 p.m. Lance Bisordi, 19, of 48 Gurley Road, Stamford, Conn., was issued a summons at Bristol
Wine and Liquors by Bristol Police on a charge of possession of beverage by an underage persan.

4{3 at 7:08 p-m. Blake Silva, 19, of 279 Bidwell St, Manchester, Conn., was issued & summons atﬂrmhjl
Wine and Liquors by Bristol Police on a charge of possession of bevemgs: by an underage person,

4/3 at 7:40 p.m. Robert Deserio, 19, of PO, Box 483, Golden Bridge, N.Y,, was issued a summons at M,
Hope Liquors by Bristol Police on a charge of possession of beverage by an underage person.

4f3 at 941 pom. Jamie Zwillinger, 18, of 26 Greenway Drive, Allendale, N.J., was issued a summons at
Bristol Wine and Liquors by Bristol Police on a charge of possession of beverage by an underage persan

More than wind in the willow
4/2 at 12:12 a.m. Vandalism reported at Willow Hall 41,

Learning to bridge the world

4{2 at 5:39 p.m. Suspicious activity reported on the Mt. Hope bridge. The auh]ect in question m}d pul_tr_'u he
had run out of gas and was waiting for AAA.

4f4 at 4:58 a.m. Suspicious activity reported on the ML Hope bridge. A young male subject mmpea;i from
the bridge railing.

4/5 at 5:39 a.m. Suspicious afoot vet again on the Mt, Hope bridge. The male m.lbjet't discovered walking
on the bridge was arrested by Bristol Police on charges of reckless driving, drag racing and eluding police.
A wasted withdrawal g

4/8 at 11:25 a.m. A male stodent reported a larceny at one of the ca.u:q;u.m ATMs.

Hit me with your best shot 'l;

4/2 at 3:37 p.m. An ai]egedl}' intoxicated female was being combative to RWU Public Safety. Brstol Police
brought the subject in for detox,

Wandering wallets
4/9 at 12:04 p.m. A male student reported the larceny of his wallet from Willow Hall 51,
li,l'll at '9.}.2 a.m. A male student reported the lamceny of a wallet on campus.

Trespasser n'mn*ired
479 at 10:31 pan. RWU Public Safety requested that Bristol Police remove a trespasser from behind Bayside
spartmm The m:spect was served with a no Erespass notice.

Caddyshack
4/9 at 10:53 p.m. A caller advised that she saw two male subjects flee from a golf cart, leaving the cart on
her lawn as l:]'bf:suﬁpec_l.‘s ran around her house. Bristol Police returmed the cart to RWU_ No damage was

reportedhn!:helaw

TREER T
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Public Safety’s Swfit Hand: Ticket
inconsistencies have some ticked

Commentary by

Scott Hagerman

President  Nirschel, as
well as most other adminis-
trators, like to refer to RWU
as a community, one where
students, faculty, and statf
come together o coexist
and cohabitate. | used to
believe in that noton; how-
ever, [ believe there are a
lot of things that under-
mine our community, per-
haps the most irritating of
which is the perception
that RWU wviews its stu-
dents as little more than a
means o a financial end,
Obviously, I do not believe
this to be an accurate
reflection of the adminis-
tration’s goals or attitudes,
but there are a great deal of
nuisances about campus
life that can lead students
to wholeheartedly accept
the idea that RWU treats its
students as second class

citizens.

A perfect example of this
can be observed in the
Department of  Poublic
Safety’s blatantly
inequitable enforcement of
parking regulations. Most
students can attest to the
overly-aggressive manner
in which Public Safety
deals with illegally parked
student vehicles; 1| for
instance, was recently tick-
eted after a mere 21 min-
utes of being parked in an
empty Seabreeze parking
lot. Now [ understand that,
upon receiving my parking
permit, | agreed to adhere
to the rules and regulations
created by DP5. However, [
feel indescribable amounts
of anger when on that same
day (just like every other
day), I walk through the

parking lot inbetween the

Student Union and Maple
Hall and see six, seven,
even eight illegally parked
cars, all with staff permits,

that never have so much as
a warding on their wind-
shield, let alone a thirty
dollar ticket,

What type of community
is this if the rules are

applied to some and not

others?  What message
does this send to us as stu-
dents when Public Safety
pounces on any illegally
parked student wehicle
within minutes of the
infraction, vet chooses to
routinely turn a blind eye
to the infractions being
committed by RWU staff?
If we are truly a communi-
ty, we must all be held to
the same  standards,
regardless of circumstance.
It isn’t enough that faculty
and staff member enjoy the
privilege of more conven-
ient and frec parking (in
case anyone was wonder-
ing, they do not have to
pay the $35 permit fee that
students do), but they also
get to park wherever they

Photo hy JTeson Tuarcotie

Several students' parking choices have been

targeted by the infamous Badge #39.

want when they can’t find
a convenient space?

This, among other things,
has given myself and
many, many others a jaded
and bitter view of this insti-
tution over the past couple
of years. Indeed, in my last
semester at RWL,  the
semester typically reserved
for pointless nostalgia and
the over-glamorization of
the past four years, | have
become extremely cynical
of this institution and its

dedication to its students.
If RWU truly wants to
grow into the premiere aca-
demic institution it envi-
sions for itself, it will need
the support of its students,
and more specifically its
alumni for financial sup-
port. As a current student
and future alummus, this
university will be hard
pressed to solicit a dona-
tion from me, or from most
others for that matter, in
the years to come.

|

R

RWU circa 2040

circa 2040
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Justification of race and discrimination recently examined at
Socrates Cafe lecture hosted by FCAS Dean Kurt Torell

By Nicole Da Silva Johrden
Contributing Writer

Prompted by the College
Republican’s recent whites
only scholarship, Assistant
Dean of Art & Humanities
Kurt Torell felt the need for
students to debate the use
of race, discrimination and,
if any, their justifiability. In
a Socrates Café entitled Is it
justifiable to discriminate
based on race? Torell was
looking to encourage stu-
dents and faculty to find
the contrary side to the
common issue of race dis-
crimination.

“While the topic of race
discrimination may seem
to cause obvious reactions,
this theme is meant to

cause debate with the less
than obvious reaction. For
instance while it may be
wrong, it still happens,
why?” Torell stated.

With Socrates Cafés often
averaging 60 to 70 people, a
larger e than
usual of faculty attended
the debate. Dean Torell
finds it “fruitful for stu-
dents and faculty to create
a dialog about matters peo-
ple don’t normally think
about.” Professors ranged
from the philosophical Jim
Tackach to
Communication’s Roxanne
O'Connell to Political
Science’s June Speakman.

Guest speaker Michael |.
Yelnosky, Assistant Dean of
the Law School, opened the
floor to debate after speak-

ing of auspicious times and
hypothetical causes of dis-
crimination,  including
states that pass statutes
taxing black incomes more
than white. While
Yelnosky stated race to be
an immutable characteris-
tic, he made several exam-
ples of “understandable”
discrimination, such as a
white man restricting his
partner search to his own
race. The fact that a part-
ner search is personal opin-
ion rather then govern-
ment sponsored allows for
a certain element of under-
standing rather then
enforced discrimination.
After Yelnosky posed
questions of private uni-
versities offering prefer-
ences to minorities in the

application process, leav-
ing less room for whites,
and why society uses race
as a proxy, the debate of
racism was underway.
Main points revolved
around the necessity for
affirmative action and the
enforcement of Title 7.

Affirmative action was
established to help in the
eliminating of past & pres-
ent discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.  Title 7
however prohibits discrim-
ination based on race,
creed, origin etc. in the
work place. After the clari-
fication between the two,
the remainder of the debate
revolved around personal
examples for the necessity
of one or the other.

Several found a need for
affirmative action but an
updated version to keep
with the changing times of
society. Law School stu-
dent Michael Moore stated,
“Employers are looking for
quality, through affirma-
tive action they are forced
to look harder... very often
minorities don’t have the
quality employers need
due to lack of ability
and /or education. Instead
of concentrating on
Affirmative Action we
should concentrate on why
don’t these minorities have
the education necessary.”

It is important to remem-
ber that affirmative action
is not only applicable to
blacks but any minority

See Cafe, page 6

Discussion

cont. from front

Moore's book 13 of 19 ler-
rorists involved in the
plane attacks on 9/11 were
from Saudi Arabia, but
President Bush did not
attack that country, but
rather Afghanistan and
then Iraq. Dugan claims
Bush did not attack Saudi
Arabia because it would
directly have had negative
effects on the US. oil inter-
est in  the
Middle East.

m #
focus turned to
the lraqi war
and democra

cy. One stu

dent opposed|

ﬂ‘e 3 =

States “imposing” demo-

craltic ideals.

“Democracy’s the best?
it's not [necessarily].”
Ryan rebutted,

“Democracy is free. It is
proven, We are like a
grand empire, not like tak-
ing people over. There are
countries out there that
don’t have what we have.
We can give them aid and
freedom.”

The question arises
whether freedom is the
best way. Ryan says that it
is the best way despite

whether they (Iraq) like it
or not. He cited Japan
becoming a demaocratic,
US. dropped the atom
bombs on them, and now
they are a powerful devel-
oped country. “Got anoth-
er idea?” Ryan asks.
Another student says,
“That's all Bush cares
about—overseas  issues.

the round table concerned
the environment. Ryan
says, “lf you're going to
have a successful country

Hutchinson
“We're the highest emis-
sions in the world.”

Ryan answers, “Yeah,
that's because we have the

Kerry is more for the peo-\" most cars and pollution

ed, “The European Union
is going to be the dominant
power in 15 to 20 years”

But Ryan asserts, “1 guar-
antee the European Union
wont be (the dominant
power).  Business can't
flourish under such cir-
cumstances, and that is
where Europe is heading
{Socialism). We have to
keep encouraging capital-
ism because that's the only
way we could survive
[with the freedoms we are
used to].”

makers in the world.”
Hutchinson responds,

long run.

An issue raised by a
Kerry supporter ques-
tioned, “Why not spend
more on education than
war?"”

Ryan says, “You have to
worry about what directly
affects us.”

Another student chimes
in, “We should stop going
overseas, and watch out

“Environmental isn’t that

for ourselves.”

Ryan answers, “Yeah, but
if Japan gets attacked. we
have to help them because
if they go down, then our
market plummets.”

The discussion reaches
gay marriage. There
appears to be no objection,
Sophomore Katie
Fitzgerald says, “1 don't
think they should block
someone’s pursuit of hap-

think the whole muntq.r |

isn‘t ready to do it, but
some states are.”

Dugan says, “l don't
think the debate conserva-
tives have about homosex-
uals is credible because
there have been studies
done on chimps and about
one out of ten animals are

¥
gill!(aulf.int Fitzgerald was
raised in a Republican
household but social issaes
have pushed her toward
the Democrat’s side. She
may be considered a “fence

sitter” but if the election
were today she says she
would “probably vote for
Kerry, but I'm not sure. |
do support the war and
that we are in lrag. It's just
social issues, such as gay
marria I don’t really

think religion should be
brought
either.”
Ryan says he would vote
for Bush if the election
were today.
"Bush

into  politics

He says,

pmntmg job market and
Bush's belief in the “trickle
down effect” as main rea-
son to disapprove a second
term. “I think he will
improve the job situation.
Alsc because our current
leader had not done a
proper job in international
and domestic affairs.”
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Pizget’s deﬁnitidn out of orbit

By Garry Dow
Science Editor

Let's  pretend Roger
Williams offers a class in
Astronomy, which it does-
n't, and ~— just for fun —
let’s pretend you are taking
it, though we both know
you're not. Now let's skip
ahead.

Imagine you're sitting
there on the last day of
class waiting for the profes-
sor — we'll say his name is
Richard Heavers — to hand
out the final exam, which
accounts for approximately
100 percent of your grade
in the course. Careful not to
give away too much,
Heavers has previously
told you that the exam will
consist of only one ques-
tion

You're a strong writer
and you reason that since
the test is only one ques-
tion, it will undoubtedly be
an essay. Moreover, you
reason that he'll likely ask
you to comment on some or
all of the major theories dis-
cussed over the course of
the past semester,

Using strong supporting
evidence where appropri-
ate, you plan to transform
these threads of informa-
tion into a brilliant tapestry
of astronomical intelli-
gence, If things go well—as
you think they might—
your essay will almost cer-
tainly culminate in some
sort of supernova-type
epiphany.

No problem. This will be
cake.

Then Heavers hands out
the exam. Just as you had
expected, there is only one
question, though it reads a
little differently than you
had anticipated: How many
planets are there in our
solar system?

The answer, of course, is
nine— Mercury, Venus,
Earth, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter,
Uranus, Neptune and
Pluto. Oris it?

The International
Astronomical Union (IAL),
prompted by a recent con-
troversy surrounding the
status of Sedna (a newly
announced planet-like rock
circling the sun), is conven-
ing a group of top
astronomers o create

parameters that will deter-
mine which rocks orbiting
the sun should be consid-
ered planets and which
should be considered plain
old rocks.

Some astronomers say
Sedna is clearly a planet.
They base their opinion on
a simple definition: Its
own gravity has pulled it
into a spherical orbit. Bu t
others say it can’t be con-
sidered a planet because it
is too small and has an
orbit very different from
those of the existing plan-
ets.

Here the astute recader
will notice that this debate
is very much akin to the
age-old Australia-as-an-
island wvs. Australia-as-a-
continent debate.
Australia, by the way, is
both. But T digress

To further complicate
matters—given that vou
still don't have an ade-
quate answer for that
essay question of yours—
several respected
astronomers have publicly
stated that Pluto will not
pass many of the suggest-
ed criterda. Pluto, which

Pluto

Quaoar

became a planet in 1930,
may not be a planet after
all.

One proposed definition
defines a planet as “any
large object whose own
shape is rounded by gravi-
ty.” According to this rule,
the solar system is already
home to at least 50 planets.
But other definitions draw
the line differently.

According to another pro-
posal, “a “planet’ must be
maore massive than the total
mass of all the other bodies
in a similar orbit.” Not only
does this rule disqualify
Pluto, but it completely
rules out Sedna, leaving an
eight-planet solar system in
place of the nine-planet sys-

Monday, April 19, 2004

#
Moon

tem we have all come to
know and love.

When all is said and
done, however, the ques-
tion is largely one of
semantics. It all depends
on your definibon and all
definitons are somewhat
arbitrary

Of course that won't help
vou on the test. I think your
best shot might be answer-
ing 1t in a ayphc, quasr
Cheshire Cat fashion,
something similar to this:
Though all answers may
have questions, not all
questions necessarily have
aAnswers,

And if that doesn’t work,
just say there are nine—
everybody else will.

Model UN walks from Princeton
competition with six awards

By Allisyn Deyo
News Editor

IThe RWLU Model LIN gar-
nered six awards from the
Model LN Crisis
Conference they attended
at Princeton in February. In
addition to winning for
Best Delegation, five cub
members received indivad-
ual awards.  Alyssa
Schwartz, Julia Jakobeit,
and Adam Bnilon won for

Best Delegate, and Joe
Santoro and Rachael
Hawes won Honorable

Mentions for Best Delegate.

The Model UN club com-
petes in two competitions
every year, one in the fall,
and one in the spring. The
spring competitions are
“Crisis Simulations,”

where students assume
roles relating to national
security. Students from 7
colleges were divided into
ten commiittees, with titles
ranging from the UN Task
Force to the MU, an
Islamic terrorist group from
Uzbekistan.

Alyssa Schwartz, who
heads the club at RWU, was
assigned a position with the
IMU. To simulate an attack
on the US Embassy in
Uzbekistan, the IMLU sent a
woman with a perfume
bottle full of hydrofluoric
acid (which corrodes the
lungs) and broke it on the
floor of the embassy, killing
everyone,

“We were in charge of
wreaking havoe,” she said.
“We caused a war, assassi-

nated an important leader,
and blew up the mourners
at his funeral.”

Ethan Maron, who has
attended two Model UN
conferences, said, “We won,
obviously, because we kick
ass and take names. Many
of us came to the confer-
ence with strong ideas
about policies they'd be
pushing for. Also, our peo-
ple were very dedicaled -
one might say "obsessed”™
with achieving their goals.”

The group, advised by
Professor Mark Sawoski,
has around twenty mem-
bers. The Model UN is for
students “from all majors
who are interested in inter-
national law,"” said
Schwartz.

0°Nan vigrns a capy af Nighkt

Coantry for Amanda

L .
Photo by Blaine

Moffa

Burn:

Writer visits, promotes novel

By Bill Monighetti
Contributing Writer

Author Stewart O’'Nan
visited Roger Williams
University in promotion of
his book “The Night
Country” on April 6.

('Nan immediately won
the crowd over when he
began his talk by asking if
anyone knew who won the
Red Sox/Orioles game ear-
lier in the day. He kept the
RWU students interested
throughout the book talk
with his witty humor.

“The Night Country,” a
storv about a group of
teenagers who get into a car
acadent, 15 O'Nan’s most
recent novel, although he is
currently working on a doc-
umentary of the Boston Red
Sox’s 2004 baseball season

with notorious horror
writer Stephen  King.
O'Nan joked that part of his

job is now to watch as
many Red Sox games as he
can.

Who said jobs are sup-
posed to suck?
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CAMPUS LIFE

Socrates Cafe

cont. from page 4

including women. Michael
Moore is black and the frst
blind student to attend the
Roger Williams Law
School. “1 have gotten
extra treatment but just try
to be blind for a day, if we
could do that with race we
would be better for it... but
trving to be blind would be
a start.”

Various opinions
expressed the government
does not trust employers to
hire people who do not
look the ideal role in that
individual's opinion.
While no one appears to
want to take anything
away from some one else, a
possible medium was dis-
cussed. English philoso-
pher Professor James
Tackach said, “Personally if
| were running a university
I wouldn’t ask race to be
given; instead, economic
help would be based on
need...a white kid from the
rural south would obvious-
ly need more help then
Michael Jordan’s daugh-
ter.”

Paula Nirshel, President
Roy Nirschel's wife, remi-
nisced about growing up as
a minority in Hartford,
Conn. which was a pre-
dominantly Hispanic and
Black area, stating: “Race is
a social concept...and since
we are visual people we
need affirmative action in
order to maintain a success-
ful society.” However,
some individuals such as
political science Professor
Ernest Greco see affirma-
tive action as encouraging
stereotypes.

Despite the possibility of
encouraging stereotypes,
certain instances have stu-
dents convinced there is a
necessity for affirmative
action. Freshman Couriney
Robinson walked out of his
RWU dorm one morning to
find the letters “n-i-g-g-er”
written across several cars
in front of his dorm
“Whether it was meant for
me or not I was offended
being black myself. I may
have become cynical over
the past year but [ feel the
reason that all races are
obviously not always treat-
ed equal, there is a reason
for affirmative action.”

Volume 14, Issue 20

RWU, being of white

majority  and  although
encouraging diversity, has
several students that are
ignorant lo other cultures.
Robinson stated;
“Ignorance is acceptable
sometimes but is often used
as a shield. It is just com-
mon courtesy not to refer-
ence to someone’s race or
make jokes especially if
vou don’t know the per-
s0m."
Tthis is not only a “black
and white” isspe,
Affirmative action and the
discrimination of minori-
ties also apply to women as
well. An APA study at
RWU showed that the aver-
age of assistant professors
is 50-50 where as there are
only five full professors are
female. Communications
Assistant Professor
Roxanne O'Connell stated;
“Before I went to college |
worked in several banks, at
that time the only position
lor a woman was as bank
tellers... there just simply
were no women in higher
management banking at
the ime. Thank to affirma-
tive action that is no longer
the case. If it can happen
with gender then | think
there is hope for race.”

While there is an obvious
need for the regulating of
discrimination, and old
ways seem to not be as
effective as they once were,
several studies have been
performed exhibiting dis-
criminations and offering
alternatives to proxy hiring

for equal opportunities.
For instance, a symphony

orchestra study was per-
formed where applicants
either played behind or in
front of a screen. More
women were hired when
they played behind a
SCheen.

With talk of minority dis-
crimination dominated the
Socrates Café debate junior
Diane Lapseritis made the
point “it is often just as
hard for a majority as it is
for a minority. As a majori-
ty there is a concern to live
up to certain expectations.”
At the close of the Socrates
Café Lapseritis agreed with
the overall audience view.
“If discrimination is really
a4 concern for someone
despite minority or majori-
ty, you will go far to fix it.”

Raoger Williams Umvermy -

Photo by Allisyn Deyo

RWU
Physics Professor
Richkard Heavers
has hundreds of
rell

Sfaculty and stu-

Left,

sleries o

dents alike
abour his life in
the

Iry.

frue coun-

“He blinded me with science!”
Farm life influences Physics professor

By Mark Walerysiak
Staff Writer

Editor’s Note:

This 15 g two-part feature on
Pleysics professor Richard Hegpere,
Look for the conclusion
i the April 26 issue,

Psychology Professor Dr.
Charles Trimbach remem-
bers a trip he took with one
of Roger William's most

i characters, Physi
Professor Dr. Ri:t:s
Heavers.

“1 don’t know anyone
like him. We had some
funny times. We were in a

study group together
called the Faculty
Development Center

(FDC). We went to Las
Vegas to do a paper at a
convention of the
American Assoctation of
Behavioral and Social. Dr.
Heavers, when he first
arrived, spent the night in
Death Valley sleeping
among the coyotes. He
never liked Vegas, thought
it was a waste.”

Students know Heavers
tor his sometimes off-the-
wall personality that can
be misconstrued for weird-
ness, and faculty know
him for his nature loving,
free-spirited  character.
Those who do not know
him might have seen him
strolling through campus
with a brown paper lunch
bag wearing a short-

sleeved shirt in cold
enough  weather  that
would be intolerable to the
average being.

No matter what the pic-

ture of the jovial gray
bearded Richard Heavers is
in your mind, he is a breed
of person slowly becoming
extinct.

Heavers was raised in
upstate Troy, NUY, a place
hesu
called the ghetto.” Heavers
gTeW up in a tenement
without hot water. “It was
pretty limited, I slept in the
dining room,” says
Heavers., “I used to spend
time on the family farm
and that's where | learned
to love nature.”

The farm was eight miles
away from Troy and owned
by his unce. Heavers’
grandfather had lived there
and rented the property for
&0 years. When his grand-
father decided to leave the
property, Heavers’ uncle
put money down to pur-
chase it,

Heavers shrugs. “Farms
run in the family. Maybe
it's hatred of cities.”

Heavers, of course, has
owned a farm of his own
for the past 32 years. “1
can’t ever picture living in a
little city, a big city, or even
the suburbs.”

Professor of English Dr.
James Tackach has known
Heavers for 20 years.
Tackach says, “THeavers] is
a throwback to an earlier
way of life. He tries to pre-
serve some of the elements
of an earlier era.”

Tackach has been to
Heavers' property. “It
would not be where 1
would choose to live—too
much work, like waking up

giests would “now be

at five am to feed the ani-
mals” Tackach describes
the floor in Heavers” house
not as the furnished wood-
en floor boards popular
today, but as “plain pine
boards,”

Most colleagues and stu-
dents  have  noticed
Heavers’ resilience in cold
weather Tackach says,
“He doesn't seem to feel
cold like the rest of us do.”
Tackach described a time
when they carpooled
together. “It was February,
cold weather, and Richard
is wearing a t-shirt, has the
windows all the way
down, and it didn't seem
to be affecting him like it
was affecting me.”

Heavers' lifestyle is cer-
tainly unorthodox. “I
haven’t bought heat since
1973," Heavers says. “I
built a Demonstration
Masonry Wood Burning
Stove.” The government
paid for the stove because
of certain laws in effect at
the time pertaining to the
conservation of energy.

Not only does Heavers
not bother with heating
bills, he also has never had
a television set, When
asked what MTV or CNN
initials stood for Heavers
replied with a smile, “I
don’t know what any of it
is, and don't really care”™
Heavers does have a radio
and keeps up with the
news by listening to the
CBS Evening News but
says, “That's garbage.” He

See Heavers, page 8
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Class of 2000
Saisue] Adsas
Moel Amand
Mefivs Bebouck
Jow Bermgan
Roberr Blunt
Scorr Hudger
oveer Caarrillo
Gaerchen Caralan
Coemmngs Colda
Emly Cin

Beyan Cack
Mo Cooneade
Raherr Cosey
Chrsstopher Core
Eevnid Crm

Cheeyt Duly
Lymn Decker
Chrsmopher DieFore
uimee: Dhebianes
Tiage Dires
Hally Fasu
Hayirs Fnsei
Amatscls Faise
Cristian Fatach
Antia Ferm
Chrsnopher Folinn
Mane Franais
Anis Frye

Liss Godin
Elizabweth Gouven
Swwrt Ggory
Lisa Guimnont
Keven Haighe
Deven Herliby
Lisa Hickey
Cardos Halpuin
Sty Hopkin
Willians Hll
Wendy lmond

Jitlie Kam

Devid Keowedy
Watana Rondo
Kimr Kens

lnstin Lenas

Kemn 1 ovissenr
Miria Lovegeen
Joln Madloy

Lot Mlerks

Vsl Massioone
Ky Wikaow
Ridsers Mifier
Arsclrew Millowvitsch
Chrisepher Moran
Dianvied Muarphy
Trscr Nebson
Jaugueline Nolan
Ashiey Noweli
Marans O Heoley
Clawafniz Ol
Wilkam O Saillvan
Dhende Pina

Justin Poseeli

Barry Romer
Augusms Riethemper
Gerald Romano
Whichar] Saven
Karen Savage
Cosbetee Suvmria
[ubia Senks

Mol Sebechamoonphon
Brendan Salkvan
Steplacy Talamo
Ginger Termule
f-rrr.-i‘b.-'ﬁwmamm
Rhamiung
Thaensavath

bl Lurmee

Stacy Wi
Shezwn Weldeon

Chrnstopher Welling
Tt M W
Joonees Whtess
Anchony Woeel

Class of 2001
Yiasser Alieria
Tiffany Best

Megon Bgh

Jman Bodrdea
Kevin Cabad
Enian Cereera
Vicne Cleernaoy
Borss Do
Jemuenter Dk
Cage by

Kare Cenmle
iﬂl:'um:f Hrldee
Brian Hughes
Amy Hunt
Margarit Jons
Kitrtin Raghen
g Kl radher
Boberr Eaplunic
Roewr Ml
Baenr Mudo
Wavne Moo
llai Muras
Kelly Bl
Janas Ohiors

Nasonijichar Powiervadary

Mathew Beraslln

B Qs

Bauan Restaccia
Tanscittr Senirh

Enk Smith

Semani Surevatthien
Smphen tavhn

Sagee Vopei

Seeban  ukiosdda

Class of 2002
Ragnksildur Agwesdomi
Cheryl Armatrong
Joseph Bamban
Melbse Penjamin
Evangelin: Breonan
Calleen Brm
Crysead Camber
Hou-chen Chiang
Judith Cobden
Emily Credg
Matthwew [havis
Seacey Desadiniers
Jose Dieschamps
Bradiey Fries
Eizabuth Garanda
Jarrod Goddrein
Marthew Griews
Jennifer Hapgood
Aradres Hill

Fanily Jmba
Young-Sam ho
Khembhang Khonphbimker
Amands Kuber
Richard Lescawd
Limds Login
Raisten Lopia
Rese Lytle

Jenameder Mgk
Timoaly () Rack:
Cands Fons
Cynthia Towdi
Dhermisled Chuienes
Michis] Kogrrs

. il Scheppert

[ixbimn et

Emile Smith
Nichulas Sochenine
Ruger Sernemipler

Monday, April 19, 2004

Marthew Tupper
Tirvan Videortine
Siephanic Wiencis
Fatren Wilkey
Shifr Yemaguchs
Shuhei Yammmom
Kerry Zermani

Class of 2003

Dhevie] Anedrads
PFeter Awm

Richard Barbsirn
Tracy Bermarda
Hedly Bebond-Brosen
Timothy Cavara
Jomet Cawley
Marthew Coben
foseph Die At
Rogere Desouss
lishsing Deagratsing
Jeanifer Fecdey

Fric Funk

Ml Gapgnon
Chastepher Gara
Kragy Jachaon
Melina Kailion
Linds | smben
Fiddse Nadkso
L-.hfiim;hr.r Parsms
Fayr Phtis

Sean Reurdon
Ashlcy Repp

Eele Rishinsnn
Kaem Sedlers
Preathy Selema
henbelle Wendell
Eanaly Whitsan
Soone Willizmeen

Help the Ofhce of Alumni Relations keep vour nends mlormed of gathenngs, recont mews,
and special RWU alunw meentives, 1F vou know how to get i touch with anyone on this
lise, please conract the Office of Alumea Relanons ar Exo. 3005 or by emai at
glumni@rwu.edu. Find 2 match and we will send you a special pfcd

1 eqming o fiidee the Werkd
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SPORTS

Phetes by Blaine Maoffa

Lefr, Lady Huawks
pitcher Krissy
Crisafi

against Jahnson &

winds up

Whalesy University
an Tuesday, April 6.

Below, the Ladiex
huddle

innninies 1o show

between
ream spiris and
motiviate them-
yelvexs., Their next
friime e I
Wednesday ™ ap -3
pom. against Anpa

Mariag College,

Roger Williams University

Monday, April 19, 200

Photos by Blaine Moffa

The Hawks run the
field 1o fight rival
Salve Regina F]
Tuesday, Apvil 6. The
men demolfshed SRU
P3-F and brought their
recard ta 4-1 inmorhe
CCC. After  a- -victory
over ‘Marittme, fhey

advanced 6-5 overall.

The next home game
firr the e [
April 24
dgainst New Enpland
College ar 1:30 p.m.

Saturday,

Heavers

cont. from page 6

mostly listens in his vehicle
and enjoys WHUS, the sta-
tion from the University of
Connecticut, and reads the
weekly  magazine  The
Econaniist,

Heavers takes an apple
from his famed brown bag
and whips out a Swiss
army knife and cuts it up.
“The purpose of the farm is
to insulate me from all the
baloney.”

One may ask his or her-
self how one could survive
without media or pop cul-
ture. Wouldn't his kids die
if they did not have it? The
answer: 180, actually
deavers has awite, wo
song,and A daughter. Al
of his children have eradn

! from Princetom
Liniversii

Heavers” daughter is a
high school  biology
teacher, his oldest son is a
horticultural manager for
the 57-acre grounds of the
Matiomal Cathedral in

Washington D.C., and his
youngest son is an econo-
mist, Heavers nonchalantly
adds that he and his sons
have climbed “48 of the
over 4000-footers in New
Hampshire.”

Tackach
L:H:-::t.ing

recalls dis-
television  with
Heavers. "1said to him, ‘By
vour kids growing up with-
out TA. they missed out on
P(.IFILI!..‘H' cutture.” But he
told me, ‘but they can walk
through the forest and
name all the frees ™

Professor  of  Creative
Writing Dianne Comiskey
is impressed with Heavers
as well, She adds, "He is a
thiftker who isn't concerned
abiout whether his theories
arve i vogue or not. He shll

parsiges Hiecom s own

certainly
mrws what his passion 1s
Bt e weas not
ilhways 50 sure. Heavers
tells a story which he
named “How my mother
sent me to college.” He
says, “All of my stories
have titles.”

Moech 25, 1004 S00m T pn

Our Advantoges:

weceld saperienice.

firme prograrhs.

P o & pengs oF Bvrurting ull imd parktive soeshas and doctorad progorme I arpar such s

Health Sdences, Pharmocy.
’ Nursing, School Counseling

b Homomities & Sodal Sdences
p Edcation, Joomndism .
B Public Adminsiration, Polifical

P Bioinf ormatics, Biotechnology

b Business, Accosnting

b Computer Sdence

b Crimind Justice

P Enginessing, hWfarmation
Sydems. Telecom municolion
Sysdtems Monoge mend

b Sdence

-

Mot partfiore maasiers programs are mefitng coeisions, so apely sariy! ;

fagsel b amend onz otor godiare i Ersoalion session Of cur Bos e DOTHAE.
leorn oot o oo, b ol sihelarshe and Beoeed o forina ton,
e oo Sehoo] Bepvecsntiives i the o our of e oompus,

For mare mfarmation, a list of onlne

char events. or 1o RSVP for an event:
o x

Vigl - wyww.grod neu edu
Call - 1.617.373.55800

SR ﬁ mschaaiinﬂ "z¥“

“Morbeastam Linivers ity has besnitop ranked
by L8 v & Wibrld Baportfor uribersties
her rragrate dassoomlearning with real

“Fnowatie and epanded sdhalarhip and
fmarcid ad epporunties foe bl and part-

“hichasiry foouzed facudy with srong
protessiond conmedions.

Ground besakirg progames that access Boson s
bp businesses and cdlhural seganizaions,

Spril 21, 20047 &S00 - T30

: Northeastern

¥ 21 E &1 TY

Bighwr Lyaradnp Eldhor tupoeisacs,



	Roger Williams University
	DOCS@RWU
	4-19-2004

	Hawks' Herald - April 19, 2004
	Roger Williams University
	Recommended Citation


	April 19, 2004-01
	April 19, 2004-02
	April 19, 2004-03
	April 19, 2004-04
	April 19, 2004-05
	April 19, 2004-06
	April 19, 2004-07
	April 19, 2004-08

