




 

 

 



 

Chief Justice Ireland’s Commencement Address was a gem.  His three lessons for the class: 1) Be 

humble, 2) Be prepared, and 3) Make a difference.  His words and his example were an inspiration.  

 

Valedictorian Nicole Marie Manzo was similarly inspiring.  She made a very convincing and heart-warming 

case that the three years of law school are, despite the attendant misery, the best three years of a 

lawyer’s life. 



 

 



 

 

After the ceremony, as has become the tradition, the graduates had to run the gauntlet of the faculty, staff, 

and administration, and hugs were exchanged liberally. 



 

 

And the celebration continued. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

I have had the privilege to attend upwards of 20 commencement ceremonies during my time in legal 

education, and they never get old.  The personal story of each and every one of our graduates is special, 

and their paths after they leave here are similarly personal and unique.  Being able to celebrate their 

success and think about and follow them into their future is a privilege. 

 


