








3. Gathering In 

A strange cat squats on the far branch 
tucked neatly into herself. 
Our cat hones himself 
on his wet sharp words of urge. 
I slop a full pitcher to scramble them, 
get back in bed still ruff led. 
Quiet now, the words get stronger, 
their gurgles hiss in my gut. 

I mark the liquid snore in the next room, 
my husband's mother, 
whose freak wedge of bone kept a bullet 
out of her sinus, out of her brain. 
She dries out a lit tle more each day, a raisin, 
roasting out that liquid sex no will can cure, 
roasting out her leftover life. 
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Peggy Shumaker 

CIMA SADDLE 

The patch snow thickens 
in the shade, hiding the trail 
on purpose. 

We keep our way 
by the distant splinter 
of a frozen waterfall. 

At Cima Saddle 
we shelter in time, 
cook, and watch the night eating. 

Squatting in the moist ring 
scraped around the firepit, 
we try the green nuts. 
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Bruce Edward Taylor 

LOVE'S BEAR 

If one cannot overlook a hurt, many hurts 
will grow from it. It is a fatal style 
of living--one catches bears with it. 

Gottfried Von Strassburg 

Put a hat on it, some festive pantaloons, 
a bicycle under it. Ribbon i t with crepe. 
Avoid however its mythic embrace. 
It's an old brute and kills by crushing . 

When wild it fears man and famine only. 
When tamed it c ircles instinctively. 
For s weets it dances upright 
to a simple flute and cymbals melody. 

What winter dreams! What sleeps to practice 
the curling up alone that death must be. 
What wonder it hugs so close, 
rolls over , over and over for l ove . 
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Joanne Seltzer 

HEAVY BAGGAGE 

If love could be gathered like ducks ' down, 
tied in a white kerchief, 
carried on a stick from place to place, 
then I would clutch a lightweight bundle 
to stay the long night 

but ducky babies grow smartly tall, 
leaving a cluttered nest. 
My leather wallet falls apart 
from credit cards, photographs, and all 
this lucky money. 

Here's an old picture: three fine children, 
handsome father, 
a pregnant woman's high-teased hair. 
The cameraman told me to stand at the rear. 
He called me the big mother. 
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Joanne Seltzer 

AUTUMN TRASH 

1 
Last week the birds went crazy 
in the meadow. 
I saw a sun-splashed warbler 
and another 
among the band of nervous sparrows. 
The butterfly gave her innocence 
to the company of birds. 

2 
Two ragged silhouettes 
f l y north against the weather. 
All the bird-song gone, 
the butterfly beats her fatal wings 
to the blast of stereo rock: 
a truck parked in the meadow 
behind Flavorland 
lulls the sense of a · young man 
hired to rake the autumn trash. 

3 
One robin 
snared in flight by an iron fence 
dangles from the mesh. 
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Jean Nordhaus 

THREE 

If you want me, find me in the afternoon 
where ribbons of shade unveil a day 
already on the ravel, or watching at the 

bend of night, a mumbled sigh, toward morning. 
I am the youngest son, dozing in the stable, 
tumbling into kingdoms easily as sleep, 

a werewolf watching from another tense, 
a pattern birds have formed from singular 
concerns, the mystery gift, 

the guest you weren't waiting for, 
the key to every door, the point 
of every joke, the final knock. 
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