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College Proceeds with Full-
Blown Feasibility Study

by Betty M. van Iersel, APR

“A Jaw school would enhance the legal
culture in Rhode Island and provide
opportunities for research and
continuing legal education which are
not now available in this state.”

This was the consensus of the 15-
member, blue-ribbon panel charged
with exploring the feasibility of estab-
lishing a law school at Roger Williams
College in its final report to President
Natale A. Sicuro.

Based upon the strong committee
recommendation, the College is pro-
ceeding with a more detailed feasibility
study, which could result in the estab-
lishment of Rhode Island’s first law
school as early as fall 1993. Rhode Is-
land is one of only three states in the
United States without a school of law.

Preliminary Survey Shows Demand

Chaired by Joseph R. Weisberger,
associate justice of the Supreme Court
of Rhode Island, the committee had
been meeting since January 1990. In
conjunction with the study, a prelimi-
nary market survey of potential stu-
dents was conducted, which demon-
strated a demand for a law school in
Rhode Island.

“Establishment of an accredited
law school .. . one of first-rate quality”
is emphasized by the committee. A new
Law School Advisory Board, chaired by
Justice Weisberger, has been formed to
work with the American Bar Associa-
tion during the in-depth feasibility
study in conjunction with the Board of
Trustees Law School Committee,
chaired by Dr. Victoria Lederberg, and
the Legal Studies Committee of faculty
and administrators chaired by Vice
President for Academic Affairs
Malcolm H. Forbes.

American Bar Association repre-
sentatives have been in Rhode Island
this summer to assist the advisory
board and committee members in de-
veloping guidelines.

THE BRIDGE - September 1991

Answers to Frequent Questions

Q. How long will the in-depth feasibil-
ity study take?

A. Results are expected to be available
to the College Board of Trustees by
December 1991. A final decision on
whether to establish a law school
would be made soon after.

Q. If the in-depth feasibility study is
positive, and Trustees approve the
Law School, when would students
actually be able to enroll?

A. Students could begin course work as
early as September 1993, depending
upon findings of the in-depth study.

Q. What would the projected enroll-
ment be? Would there be evening as
well as day programs?

A. If established, the Law School would
offer day and evening programs,
with an eventual enrollment of 350
full-time and 175 part-time students.

Q. When would the proposed Law School
be eligible for accreditation by the
American Bar Association (ABA)?

A. It would first be eligible to apply for
provisional accreditation after one
year of operation. By working closely
with the American Bar Association
now, the College is doing everything
possible to ensure full accreditation
at the earliest date.

Q. When could the Law School become
self-supporting?

A. Based upon surveys of three rela-
tively new law schools of similar size
in Florida, New Hampshire and
North Carolina, the committee pro-
jected that the proposed Law School
will become self-supporting after five
years of operation.

Q. What would be the projected start-up
investment on the part of the College?

A. Cost of building a new facility on the
Bristol campus to house the Law
School is estimated at $8 million plus
cost of library collection and furnish-
ings for the first three years, calcu-
lated at $2,900,000, for a total of
$10,900,000. In addition, the commit-
tee report states that a start-up in-
vestment by the College of $2.5 mil-
lon in the first year and an addi-
tional $2.5 million through a five-
year fund raising campaign, for a
total commitment of $5 million,
would be required to underwrite
non-capital costs. .

Q. How would these funds be raised?

A. A suggested bond issue in the
amount of $11,100,000 to be paid
over a period of 25 years at an inter-
est rate (tax-exempt) of approxi-
mately 7.7 percent would fund a por-
tion of estimated start-up costs. The
College would repay a portion of
these funds after the Law School be-
came self-sustaining.

Law School
Aduvisory
Board mem-
bers met in
the Library
Board Room
June 13 to
discuss the
feasibility
study. From
left are: Dr.
Malcolm H.
Forbes, vice
president for
academic
affairs and
chair, Legal
Studies
Committee;
Board of
Trustees
Chairman
Ralph R.

Papitto; Dr. Victoria Lederberg, Board secretary and chair, Board of Trustees Law School Committee; and The Hon.
Joseph R. Weisberger, Rhode Island Supreme Court Justice and chair, Law School Advisory Board.

2




From left are:
James P. White
from Indiana Uni-
versity, consultant
on Legal Educa-
tion to the Ameri-
can Bar Associa-
tion; Anthony
Santoro of the
Widener Univer-
sity Law School,
consultant for the
feasibility study;
and Board Chair-
man Ralph R.
Papitto.

Q. Where would the Law School
be located?

A. No final decision has been made.
However, cost comparisons con-
tained in the report show a Bristol
site to be cost-effective because the
Law School could be built on land
already owned by the College. A
Providence site would be more
costly, because the College would
have to purchase land. ABA accredi-
tation requirements dictate that the
College must own the land on which
the proposed Law School would be
located.

Q. What type of demand did the pre-
liminary market survey indicate?

A. Dr. Malcolm Forbes conducted a pre-
liminary survey in which he received
responses from 737 full-time stu-
dents at Rhode Island colleges and
universities who had indicated an
interest in attending law school. Of
these, 203 preferred to attend an ac-
credited law school in Rhode Island,
and 406 indicated they would attend
law school in Rhode Island if not ac-
cepted elsewhere. Responses from
481 part-time students in law and
political science were also positive.

(Aboue) From left are: Board Treasurer Vincent

Capuano; Consultant Anthony Santoro; and Board Vice

Chairman Joseph R. DiStefano, member of the Board of
Trustees Law School Committee. (Right) Dean Santoro.

Santoro Appointed
Law School Study
Consultant

Anthony Santoro, dean of the Widener
University Law School, has been
appointed as consultant for the Roger
Williams College Law School Feasibility
Study.

"We are pleased to have someone
of Dean Santoro’s caliber and depth of
experience involved in this study,”
College President Natale A. Sicuro said.

“The significance of this undertak-
ing extends well beyond Rhode Island
to New England as a whole.”

Dean Santoro heads the School of
Law for Widener University with
campuses in Wilmington, Del., and
Harrisburg, Pa. He was a member of
the founding faculty of Western New
England School of Law, Springfield,
Mass.; the founding dean of Bridgeport
(Conn.) University School of Law; and
the American Bar Association Consult-
ant for St. Thomas University of Law,
Miami, Fla.

He holds a Juris Doctor degree and
a Master of Laws in Taxation degree
from Georgetown University Law
Center, in addition to a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Boston College.

LAW SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD

The Honorable Joseph R. Weisberger, Chair
Justice, Supreme Court of the State of Rhode
Island

The Honorable Florence K. Murray, Vice Chair
Associate Justice, Supreme Court of the State of
Rhode Island

Rhode Tsland State Senator Richard Alegria
President, Alegria Construction, Inc.

Ferdinand Bruno, Esq.
Attorney at Law, Law Office of Ferdinand
Bruno; Chairman, Roger Williams College,
School of Social Sciences Advisory Board;
Member, Roger Williams College North
Campus Completion Committee

Dr. Patrick T. Conley, Esq.
Attorney at Law and Real Estate Developer
Chair, Roger Williams College Library
Advisory Board; Member, Roger Williams
College Corporation

Marie D" Amico
Student, Roger Williams College
School of Social Sciences

The Honorable Albert E. Derobbio
Chief Judge, District Court of the State of Rhode
Island

Alan S. Flink, Esqg.
President, Rhode Island Bar Association
Attorney at Law, Partner, Edwards & Angell

The Honorable Anthony A. Giannini
Presiding Justice (Retired), Superior Court of
the State of Rhode Island

The Honorable Thomas F. Kelleher
Justice, Supreme Court of the State of Rhode
Island

Lee Ellen O’ Shea '91
Alumna, Roger Williams College School of
Social Sciences

Gary R. St. Peter, Esq.
Attorney at Law, Managing Partner, Adler
Pollock & Sheehan

The Honorable Dongld F. Shea
Justice, Supreme Court of the State of Rhode
Island

BOARD OF TRUSTEES LAW

SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Victoria Lederberg, Esq., Chair
Secretary to the Board of Trustees
Attorney at Law and Professor of Psychology,
Rhode Island College

Joseph R. DiStefano, Esq.
Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Attorney at Law and President, Capital
Properties, Inc.

Dean Malcolm M. Donahue, Esg.
Attomey at Law and Associate Dean, Suffolk
University Law School

Michael Silverstein, Esq.
Attorney at Law, Managing Partner, Hinckley,
Allen, Snyder & Comen

LEGAL STUDIES COMMITTEE

Dr. Malcolm H. Forbes, Chair
Vice President for Academic Affairs, Roger
Williams College

Carol DiPrete
Dean of Academic Services and Director,
College Libraries, Roger Williams College

John P. Pozzi, Esq.
Faculty, Center for Legal and Political Studies
School of Social Sciences, Roger Williams
College

Raj Saksena, AIA
Dean, School of Architecture, Roger Williams
College

John Stout
Dean, Schools of Continuing Education and
Social Sciences, Roger Williams College

Thomas E. Wright, Esq.
Faculty, Center for Legal and Political Studies,
School of Social Sciences, Roger Williams
College
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