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An interdisciplinary summer training program in historical archaeology

8. BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

~The training of 9 students in'interdisciplinary historical archaeclogy will be carr-oc

out during the summer of 1973, This research tralaing will take place at <h
Farm, Portsmouth, R. I. This site is virtually unique, in that the entire big

o
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survived intact from 1633 when the land was granted to the Mott femily. Studeats
will work with comsultation from specialisis in archasology, architeciure, folllore
soccial history and the analysis of food remains.
AREDMENT: 1T IS UNDERSTOOD AND AGRIED THAT ANY. FUNDS GRANTED AS A RESULT OF voio 7 WEST ARE 1O ¢
(OR THE PURPOSES S£T FORTH HEREIN. FURTHERMOREZ, THE UNDERS IGNID AGREE, AS TO ANY GRANT AWARZID. ¢
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INTRODUCTIGN AND RATIONALE

As research and interest in historical archaeology have increased in the
past decade, it has become quite clear thas competent research by the histovica

archaeclogist 1s dependent upon a number ¢f disciplines, ineluding sccizi
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and archaeclogy, to name but a few. 4z - resulc, there haag been considerable
debate as to justc what academic department is best equipped to train individual

in historical archaeology. All single discipliines have their ghortcomings;

L=

the anthropologist as archasclogist 1s often not aware of the Tichness of the

——

documentary record which relates to hisg materials, the architectural historian

may not know what the archaeologist can contribute to his efforts, and neither

may perceive some of the implications of folk material culture scudics o their

work. From the perspective of the archaeologist, whether treined as . clagsi=
cist or as an anthropologist, the full vecognition of the value of aboves rou

data, and their relationship ¢o that which s buried and awalting excavalion,
e——— TN L C s ol —

hae not yet been achieved.

This proposal is directed at providing a special program withiz which
students can work as a team, each pursuing e specific vproblem, uader the
general guidance of a number of specialists from backgrouads as diverse cs

architectural history oa one hand and faunal analyeis on the other. Ir such

in gome of the specia

b

a way, the students will gain sophizticatio

[£d

posed by historical archeeclogy, if it is =5 be deme ia a responsible an
truly productive fashion. While zost of the gitudents ar recerLving tne:

training within the department of ninrepelozy of Brown Uaivessic and are

particularly involved ia historica' archu 5Y s any saorte

ilstory, architectural nistory, the niscory of tecanology, folklore, antkropology



vesuit from the mcre traditiona 1 defin : .t digcipliine will -
cate through participation is L3 progTam,. Lixewase & siwmdlar prograw ¢o
be organized from any aumber of other departments &8 long ab the essential

interdisciplinary emphasis is retained.

THE PROJECT

Submissicn of & proposal at this time for a chaimman's discretionary
-grant, is in large part the result of the Project Directoris vecent involves
ment in the Mott Farm site, ?aftsmouth, Riiode Island. The site's cxistence
and impcrtanée only became known a month ago; once its potential for training
and research were fully grasped, the Project Director felt that a summer
program would be of extremely high value to graduate and undergraduate
students. Browa University is one of a very smail aumber of schoocls which
provide formal training in.higtg;icalua:qhaeciogyy’and graduate student an-
rollments with this speciaity have grown from two to eight in oily one year,
and may increase evea move in years to come. It is probeble that the Mott
Farm site is unique in New England, if not all of what was colomial inglo
America, in termé ofrits preservation and research,ﬁraining‘poac;::;;o Thus
it is the belief of the Project Director thet the opportunity of having his
students become involved in its study should not de passe& by. ZEadowment
support for the coming summer éeaSon thus would insure a tiaining program %5

superior quality, as outlined below.

TH
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MOTT FARM SITE

b

Adam Mott, ome of the founders of Portsmouth, came £o Ancsice frov
Cambridge, England in 1635. After a brief stay ia Hingham, Macsachuses
hie came to Portsmouth in 1638, was wmade a Foeeman 1n 1641, and died 1o 1061
The land granted to him upon arvival ian Portswouch was & traci : 145
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acres; 1n a typical early American/EZnglish scrl unning Srom ths &I
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working on the project shows that, witn thae sole excepiaon ol Lorty=acre

parcel to the south and on the bay end, aow owned Ly the U.S. Havy, the cotize
farm of 1640 has surxrvived essentially intact until ¢he present. Only cae
other family -- the present owners =-=- have held the property, The land hae
been rented during the past ceantury,; and has_séen iaimal use for farming,

and has had no known alteration of grade of a major character during this
time, Thus ome can say with great assurance that che parcel as it is today
has come down the years with aimost no change since the seventeenth cantury,
and as such should contain within its limits extensive evidence of its occu-
pation through successive generations.

The most striking single example of this evidencé isg thé dwelling house
itself, the only surviving seventeenth century structure on the sile. S;ill
situated in its original location, this structure is a remarkable example of
American vernacular architecture. The earliest portion, ceatatively dated to
the thizd quafter of the seventeenth ¢entury, was oviginally a two=-stoxy,
single-room £looxr ?lan houée, with a stone chimney on oae ;n; and a jetty.on
the gabie end opposite. To this was added, ca. 1725, a winé to the aorch at

the west end) was removed; a central chimney stack added on the norch aide
— = o -

between the wing and the original, the jetty removed, aad the entrance shified

from the south side opposite the original chimaey ®ELasld U0 Lie casc clde
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opposite the new one (figuve 1). Vet later, gometime in Che alnetecnil
century, an ell was added co the west of the eighteenth century addltion,
ince Adam Moct®s will of 1661 mentioms & hAouse on ihe PLOperLy, LICYC 25 &

strong possibility that & yet earlier structure musi bDe o or, eitherw
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within the existing seructure, or beneath it as an archaeologicalifeature.
The only alternate explanation would be that the existing seventeenth century
'portion of the house is slighcly earlier than now' believed, and that it was
built shortly before Mott died.

This houae haa had a minimum of Iater remodeling or_even minor altera—
/ﬂ_tions. so that details of each building phase are exceptionally well preaerved:
~£or_stu v. There are a number.of late outbuildings'tovthe east of the house,

all prooebly of twentieth centuiy date. Some rest on footings which might
relate to earlier structures of the nineteenth and possibly eighteenth
centuries. Based on our scant knowledge'ofrseventeenth century New England
»farm layouts, apd on comparaeive data from.Essex. England, the‘seVenteenth
century outbuildings‘were pfobabiy iocated to ehe north or west of the house,
i.e., to its rear. Since there has been no significant modification of the

- terrain in these areas, it is a vittual certainty that the remains of earlier

farm,buildings can be identified through archaeological exravatiges: The
fields which comprise the - 105 acres of the site are divided today by stone
walls. There is a possibility, to be tested, that thesa gy reflect field
.div131ons ftom the Colonial period, in view of the undlaturbed nature of the
entire site. Alternately, close inspection of the land may reveal locations
of earlier wall alignments which would prov1de such ev1dence. A well, and
modern privy, are also associated with the house. Each may indicate earlier

» featuras of aimzlar type, if these are indeed relaeavely modern. This is
oarticularly true of the privy,'since such features were frequently moved,
although usually in the saﬁe general vicinity. As is weliikncwn; privies
are an uﬂCc-lent gource of artifacts and other archaeological materlals.

Although unpleasant to excavate at times, the effort is almost always re-

warding. Besides weils aod prlvies, the area 1mmediete1y surrounding the



archaeology; it wiil be 80 Oﬂly in the broadest sense. TO thin eac, it i
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century eli, akan uagutnaz, the h use, well(s), .riv& a, celliars, cut-

building remaineg; stone walis, ard other features sheould provide z -contlauous

: récord of material cuiture and roszs;ence PautE&uP for che eatire history [

of the farm. Combined. with a,stroag histe*nua_icghuxehba“y study, it should
be possible to recover in great detail a segment of New England ru:a; iife-
ways er over three centu:ieso. “ne importance of such & study dan hauodly be
-overeotin ted,.

STRATEEY

; The pr a*y purpose of this proposal is to obtain support for nine

‘students, sévén'graduate~ané two undergraduzte, for summer training on tia

=

Mott farm. While the'ceﬁtraI oxganizing theme of this projec: will be

some asnect of the total progect. In each case, ‘a prcfesJ;an;l specialist g i

has consentad to serve as a consuxcanr advzser to. Lh@!F'uduuL cn problems

of proce&u e O spec 1 d;fficulhy. In this w&y, the students constituce 2

Leam specilally s suited o yndengtanding ol
pract;calitles, b@th academic and acdministrative, ei_xnta:huhaipim:.'J
research., - A1l nine students are commi ‘ed to carears in higtorical archae
ology. and ail have already becocme involved in tae project ;.‘{;u;: specilie
areas in which chey will c&ndue: research during the suumer, Alchcugh the
principal iavestigator will be on sabbatical leave mext academic yoar, ne
will contiaue to supervise and direci their work cn a fommal cradit-earain
-basis during that tiwe, siice a ;u;:igﬁ of his ieave will te Jzv
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projecu, gince such suppoit falle ﬂa:&;i==-..- the Teguiay ascidomic sedgon, and

‘the susmer is'ﬁhg-optimum beascnlﬁét aéchaeslpgicai excavactions to be con-
ducted. 'Depenéihg on,the:outceme'Qf the summer!s work, separate supporc
may be sought froa'sbmé &geﬁéy for a wove awbitious prqéram in coming years.
Such support would be reguested s Lirasearca project ?atger thair an educa=

ional one; the present proposal is imtended to provide a speclal kind of

training for students in historical archazeoclogy, working with wnusualily rich

‘«ﬁ

and potentially highly rewarding materialis. Indeed, ounce trained under the

support from this project, they would be specially suited for participation

on a réseérch §régxam‘, In esseﬁc@, then, we arg now seeking o frain
stude ni& in sucn a way tnat future res *h,programs‘ag the Mott Fawm or
elgewhere will beénefit from their expertise.

.:  The organizetional structure of the program will be as follows.  8Six
discrete but intex cvelated areas of inquiry will %& pursued, zazh by oang or
miore students, with a resource specidlist's adV¢ce in each’case. These areas,

‘the students par;ici?atingg aaé'the consuiting s?ecialists are:

Fie 1d archaeology

The planaing and execution of the archacclo
éirectienrcf ﬁarleyABr$wn, fourtn-year graduate student who has nad four
seésQns of field experience in historical avchasoliogy in sout
and ézrc ted excavations for the past three years, Brown will work closely
with the project divector in thais phase of the wovk, and will wtilize the

other eight stu £ield supervision of emcavatiocns., The
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actual excavation will be done by situdenis frem varicus colleges; who will


















