




Lynn K. Thorsen/Glory 

Rutey' s head pounded. He looked up once at 
his father and then dropped his eyes to stare at 
the food on his plate. He tried to cut the pork 
chop using his knife and fork but the meat twisted 
and turned under the pressure and then flipped off 
his plate, taking the beans and some mashed pota
toes with it. 

"Look at that mess," Irene shoved her plate 
to one side and stood up to get a towel. 

"I swear, Robert, that boy' s manners come 
from your side of the family." 

Rutey looked at the stain of gravy on the 
table cloth. He slid from his chair and stood at 
the edge of the table, swallowing furiously. He 
started towards the stairs and then stood inde
cisively in the middl e of the room. 

"J ust where do you think you' re going?" 
His mother waved the towel at him, one hand on her 
hip. 

Rutey ran out the back door, listening to 
the screen slam behind him. The evening was 
fading into night, taking the bright streak of 
orange on the horizon down with it. He started 
towards the pasture fence and then stopped before 
reaching it . There was nothing for him inside 
the thin forest. 

"I ' ll tan your hide, boy. " His father was 
a thick shadow on the back porch. " You get in 
to your mother. " 

Rut ey didn' t know if he could go back into 
the house. He stood quite still and alone under 
t he heavy arc of sky. 

There was a dark ache inside of him. He had 
no words for it , no name; nothing had yet taught 
him what that ache meant. He stared up at his 
father and saw him as if from a great distance. 
Then he slowl y walked up the back steps and into 
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the house, carrying the silent weight of that 
nameless ache deep inside him. 

His father sent him up to bed without supper 
and Rutey lay there under the light cover of his 
sheet. A breeze flapped at the curtains and they 
made shadows on the wall above his bed. He looked 
over at his dresser, at the empty spot where the 
picture of Jesus had stood . He reached his hand 
out futilely, wanting something there that could 
be touched . A night bird screamed and cats fought 
viciously in the open field. 

He rolled over and lay back in his bed, waiting 
for the night to end. In the morning , if the day 
were clear, he ' d head down the stream that ran out 
of the thin forest. There were beaver ponds and he 
knew that if he lay motionless on his stomach, he 
could watch fish undulate in the quiet currents 
and watch the wind raise up the water . 
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Maggie Valentine 

SUSTENANCE 

Maybe we keep our dead alive 
the way some hunting peoples 
hold what they kill in their hands, 
ask its blessing, swallow its heart , 
the brown bear., the salmon 
becoming the blood of their marrow, 
~he leap in the narrows at flood tide. 

May be that's what I'm doing 
standing here in a glacial wind 
at the edge of this half-frozen river, 
feasting on the sight of a hundre d sea ducks 
sheltering out of the blow, 
understanding at last the lift 
in the wing of a snowgoose , 
the importance of the blue universe 
of the redtailed hawk and the bronze 
of pheasant rising out of rushes 
up to the startled sun. 

Maybe that's what I've done 
that I can run all the way home 
not remembering how I got here 
possessed of the voice of the trumpeter swan, 
and sing out to the dog by the hearth, 
11 You should see! 11 

feeling as warm as my red tulip in its pot. 
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Ann Wagner • 
• • -• • 

a winter morning, Paris 1979 

Rue des Eccles, the smothered 
breathes frost into a scarf 

a man crossing the street 
leads seven white ponies 

by one rope into an expanse 
of snow on snow on snow 

• 
• • 

Pantheon 

something disappears into its essence 
and even our violent breath 

leaves no proof where we have gone 

• 
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CONTRIBUTORS 

Lenore Balliro, of Providence , RI , is presently 
spending a year teachi ng at Zhejiang University in 
The People ' s Republic of China. 

Armand Brint is the Director of a psychiatric c linic 
in East Oakland , CA . He is co- author/editor of the 
best selling Holistic Health Handbook, 1978 and the 
Holistic Health Lifebook, 1 981 {Viking/Penguin) . 

Margot Duxler works as a free-lance writer in San 
Francisco, creating concepts and copy for several 
maj or greeting card companies . She has published a 
humorous book for new parents, Expectations {Putnam, 
1981) and her short fiction has appeared in F . M. 
Five and Transfer . 

Mary- Lou Erpenbeck lives in Waterford, CT and works 
on a fishing boat with her husband. She received 
her BFA in Creative Writing from Roger Williams 
College in 1983. These are her first published 
poems . 

Julie Cooper-Fratrik has published work in Tendril, 
Stone Country, Texas State Review and has work 
forthcoming in Voices for Peace, Medical Heritage. 
She lives in New Hope , PA. 

William Freedman has lived in Israel since 1969 and 
currently heads the English Department at Haifa 
University. His poetry has appeared in many little 
magazines , including the Iowa Review, Shenandoah, 
and The Nation. 

John Gilgun teaches at Missouri Western College. 
His award- winning book, Everything That Has Been 
Shall Be Again : The Reincarnation Fables, is avail 
able from Bieler Press in Minneapolis , MN. 
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Markham Johnson works with The Arts and Humanities 
Council of Tulsa where he serves as a poetry editor 
of Nimrod. 

Margo LaGattuta teaches writing workshops in the 
Rochester, MI area . Her second book of poetry, 
n o e a g e 1 i n e s, a collaboration with visual 
artist, Chris Reising, is available from Earhart 
Press in Ann Arbor. 

Lisa Lepovetsky has a BA in writing from the Univer
sity of Pittsburgh. Her poetry , fiction, and non
fiction have appeared in small magazines and college 
publications , and she writes a weekly movie review 
column . 

Deena Linett teaches at Montclair State College in 
New Jersey. Her novel, The Translator's Wife, won 
the San Jose State University Creative Writing Award 
and will be published in the spring. 

Therese Matti! is advisor to The Back Porch Review, 
named on of the top ten high school literary maga
zines in New Jersey . She is currently on leave from 
teaching to be at home with her new daughter, Katrina. 

Lynn K. Thorsen ' s short story collection was a win
ning entry in the 1985 Utah Original Writing Compe
tition. Other work has been published in Quarterly 
West and will appear in the Fall ' 85 issue of the 
Chariton Review. 

Maggie Valentine lives in Westport Harbor, MA . She 
has had work published in The Christian Science 
Monitor and Passages North and is a candidate for 
the MFA degree at Vermont College. 

Ann Wagner has 
Her poems have 
Bay Magazine. 

an MFA from the University of Arizona . 
appeared in The Sandcutter and South 
She lives in Santa Monica, CA. 

Daphne Elizabeth White is a teaching/studio assistant 
in the art program at Roger Williams College and a 
frequent Calliope cover illustrator. 
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Theme for May 1986 issue : FOOD 

reading period: January 1 - March 15 

Please submit no more than 5 poems and/or two pieces 
of short fiction (15 pp. or less) . Manuscripts which 
are not accompanied by a SASE will not be read. 

Payment is two copies of the FOOD issue and a year ' s 
subscription beginning with the fall 1986 issue . 
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A SPECIAL ISSUE ON "COLORS" with work by 

LENORE BALLIRO 

ARMAND BRINT 

MARGOT DUXLER 

MARY- LOU ERPENBECK 

JULIE COOPER- FRATRIK 

WILLIAM FREEDMAN 

JOHN GILGUN 

MARKHAM JOHNSON 

MARGO LAGATTUTA 

LISA LEPOVETSKY 

DEENA LINETT 

THERESE MATTIL 

LYNN K. THORSEN 

MAGGIE VALENTINE 

ANN WAGNER 

DAPHNE ELIZABETH WHITE 

upcoming special issue on "FOOD" See inside for 
details and submission deadline 
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