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Marlaina B. Tanny 

REFLECTIONS 

If I held a mirror up to your green eyes 
would you see only brambles with sharp 
piercing thorns? 
Can you not, center image, 
find the tight bud of your face? 
I fold you into bed each night 
tracing with a mother's intent sight 
your high cheekbones, 
the small bump in your nose, the 
same as mine. 
There is not one mistake. 
Your platinum hair 
fans out against sheets of sleeping lambs 
and soft eared bunnies 
each with bows and flowers at its feet. 
The sky is fluffed with perfect white clouds. 
And I have followed you into your heart: 
a spacious room with many windows. 
Does the light not shine in 
as it does so radiantly outward? 
Oh, daughter of mine, 
when did you lose the pebbles 
of sparking colors, 
the ones you have been collecting all these years? 
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Marlaina B. Tanny 

FORESf AND MARSH 

You have to respect a hillside of fems, 
fanning out-waist high, oak canopied. 
To a whisper, an insect or thought 
they respond with metaphoric movement. 
They are partly what I came for. 

Reeds shiver above my head 
and the last time I could see 
there were only a few wavering cloud-prints 
to the sky. Several times I've become disoriented
light and leaf all in floating diamonds. 

My body tires, the trail persists 
and the Joe-Pye weed doesn't blink away its color 
for even an instant. 
The silence can tum on you and what was 
sought out peace becomes deafening solitude. 

The wind touches down briefly but mostly 
it stays on a 'symphonic level high 
in the great trees. 
The snake crossing the path is the stroke 
of the bow against the poised violin. 
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Susan Peterson 

THE DEER OF WINTER: EPHRAIM HllL 

Silence: 
like the deer that stand 
in the middle of the road 
at 2:00 a.m., deep winter, 
and quietly lick the long 
center line, 1icking up salt 
that gathers in icy fissures, 
chips of frozen stars, fallen. 

And as you drive down 
the steep hill, your headlights 
pick up their stillness, their 
de1icate perfect bodies as 
heads turn, innocent and staring 
just seconds before 
the startled eerie leap 
into a blackness as swift 
as hooves. 
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Susan Peterson 

RESORT VILLAGE: NOVEMBER 

Late fal1 
and everything here 
is Jeaving-

hundreds of feet-up 
geese honk 
beaks southward 
wings beating hard 

and Monarches 
like torn bits 
of Halloween paper 
drift out of town. 

Handymen chain gates 
as Jaden cars 
head south, 
party's over, shutters shut 
to these coJd, paling days. 

And what of the vi Hage, 
watching 
the Jast taiJ Jight 
redden the rainy street-

Wings beating hard 
in rejoicing? Jn rejection? 
In the bJack evening's snow-

61 

62

Calliope, Vol. 13, No. 1 [2015], Art. 1

https://docs.rwu.edu/calliope/vol13/iss1/1



CONTRIBUTORS 

James P. Brady is a security guard at a Newport, RI, 
mansion. 

Robert Cooperman's collection, Pictures of Odysseus, is 
forthcoming from Linwood Publishers. His work has 
appeared in The Literary Review, The Mickle Street 
Review, Pennsylvania Review and elsewhere. 

Lynne H. deCourcy's poems have recently appeared in Mid
American Review, Cimarron Review and Nimrod. She has 
received grants from the Kentucky Foundation for Women 
and the Ohio Arts Council. 

Victor M. Depta has recently published in Chariton Review, 
Laurel Review and Louisville Review. The poems included 
in Calliope are from a manuscript titled The Helen Poems, a 
series about his experience as a single parent of a daughter. 

Mary Rose Dougherty is a graduate of the MFA in Writing 
Program at Vermont College and currently teaching in the 
External Degree Program at Johnson State College. She has 
published in Yankee and the Country Courier. 

Robert Edwards has had poems in Caliban, Willow Springs, 
The Spirit That Moves Us and other magazines. 

Mary Lynn Ellis is a journalist as well as a poet and has 
recently completed work on a MacNeil/Lehrer 
documentary. 

Mack Faith's story is an excerpt from his recently completed 
second novel, Fat Tuesday Run. His first novel, The 
Warrior's Gift (University of Iowa, 1986) won the AWP 
Award for the Novel in 1985. He teaches in the MFA in 
Writing Program at Vermont College. 

62 

63

et al.: Calliope 13.1

Published by DOCS@RWU, 2015



Elizabeth Farrell has published work in The Onset Review, 
Footworks, and The Eleventh Muse . She teaches a 
"wordshop" for both children and adults in Marion, MA, 
where she Jives with her husband and two young children. 

Gary Fincke has work forthcoming in Poetry Northwest, 
Beloit Poetry Journal, The Gettysburg Review and 
elsewhere. 

Jeff Hardin is a senior at Austin Peay Sta_te University. His 
poems can also be found in The Panhandler, New Collage 
and Z Miscellaneous. 

Chang Soo Ko has published poetry in America, Midwest 
Poetry Review, Pembroke Magazine and other journals. 
His translations of Korean poems have appeared in Webster 
Review. He is currently the South Korean Ambassador to 
Ethiopia. 

Peter Makuck teaches at Eastern Carolina University where 
he also edits Tar River Poetry. 

Linda McFerrin is a student in the graduate writing 
program at San Francisco State University. Her poems have 
recently appeared in Transfer, South Coast Poetry Journal, 
The Cape Rock and other magazines. 

Joyce Odam has recently published in Wormwood Review, 
Bogg and Kansas Quarterly. 

Allan Peterson is chairman of the Art Department at 
Pensacola Junior College where he also coedits the Jiterary 
annual, Halftones to Jubilee. Recent pubJications incJude 
Black Warrior Review, Beloit Poetry Journal and The Cape 
Rock. 

64

Calliope, Vol. 13, No. 1 [2015], Art. 1

https://docs.rwu.edu/calliope/vol13/iss1/1



Susan Peterson has poems forthcoming in Cincinnati 
Poetry Review and Northeast. Her book, Preparing the 
Fields, is available from Spoon River Poetry Press. 

Ken Poyner works as a programmer/analyst for the 
government. He has published widely in little magazines, 
including Jam To-Day and The Iowa Review. 

M.A. Sisco is a native of Westerly, RI, and a 1988 graduate 
of Roger Williams College. He is currently working on an 
MFA through Goddard College. 

Marcelle Soviero lives and works in Manhattan where she 
is a writer for Popular Science magazine. She is currently a 
student in the MFA program at New York University. Her 
poems have appeared in Cosmopolitan, North Shore 
Women's News and elsewhere. 

Kathleen Spivack has published widely in literary 
magazines, including Paris Review,Atlantic Monthly and 
Ironwood. Her book, The Beds We Lie in, New and Selected 
Poems, is a,vailable from Scarecrow Press. She directs the 
Advanced Writing Workshop in Cambridge , MA. 

Karen Swenson lives in Brooklyn, NY. 

Marlaina Tanny lives with her husband and two children 
in Barbados, West Indies, where she is a dancer teaching 
company classes at The Barbados Dance Theatre. Her 
poetry has appeared in a number of literary journals 
including Poetry East, The Minnesota Review and 
Soundings East. 

cover artist Lara M. Johnson is a senior art major at Roger 
Williams College. 

64 
65

et al.: Calliope 13.1

Published by DOCS@RWU, 2015



POETRY AND FICTION BY 

James P. Brady 
Robert Cooperman 
Lynne H. deCourcy 

Victor M. Depta 
Mary Rose Dougherty 

Robert Edwards 
Mary Lynn Ellis 

Mack Faith 
Elizabeth Farrell 

Gary Fincke 
Jeff Hardin 

Chang Soo Ko 
Peter Makuck 

Linda McFerrin 
Joyce Odam 

Allan Peterson 
Susan Peterson 

Ken Poyner 
M.A. Sisco 

Marcelle Soviero 
Kathleen Spivack 
Karen Swenson 

Marlaina Tanny 

66

Calliope, Vol. 13, No. 1 [2015], Art. 1

https://docs.rwu.edu/calliope/vol13/iss1/1


