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Marlaina B. Tanny

FOREST AND MARSH

You have to respect a hillside of ferns,
fanning out—waist high, oak canopied.
To a whisper, an insect or thought

they respond with metaphoric movement.
They are partly what I came for.

Reeds shiver above my head

and the last time I could see

there were only a few wavering cloud-prints

to the sky. Several times I've become disoriented—
light and leaf all in floating diamonds.

My body tires, the trail persists

and the Joe-Pye weed doesn't blink away its color
for even an instant.

The silence can turn on you and what was

sought out peace becomes deafening solitude.

The wind touches down briefly but mostly
it stays on a symphonic level high

in the great trees.

The snake crossing the path is the stroke
of the bow against the poised violin.
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Susan Peterson

THE DEER OF WINTER: EPHRAIM HILL

Silence:

like the deer that stand

in the middle of the road

at 2:00 a.m., deep winter,
and quietly lick the long
center line, licking up salt
that gathers in icy fissures,
chips of frozen stars, fallen.

And as you drive down

the steep hill, your headlights
pick up their stillness, their
delicate perfect bodies as

heads turn, innocent and staring
just seconds before

the startled eerie leap

into a blackness as swift

as hooves.
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Susan Peterson

RESORT VILLAGE: NOVEMBER

Late fall
and everything here
is leaving—

hundreds of feet-up
geese honk

beaks southward
wings beating hard

and Monarches
like torn bits

of Halloween paper
drift out of town.

Handymen chain gates
as laden cars

head south,

party's over, shutters shut
to these cold, paling days.

And what of the village,
watching

the last tail light

redden the rainy street—

Wings beating hard

in rejoicing? In rejection?
In the black evening's snow—
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