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Marlaina B. Tanny 

REFLECTIONS 

If I held a mirror up to your green eyes 
would you see only brambles with sharp 
piercing thorns? 
Can you not, center image, 
find the tight bud of your face? 
I fold you into bed each night 
tracing with a mother's intent sight 
your high cheekbones, 
the small bump in your nose, the 
same as mine. 
There is not one mistake. 
Your platinum hair 
fans out against sheets of sleeping lambs 
and soft eared bunnies 
each with bows and flowers at its feet. 
The sky is fluffed with perfect white clouds. 
And I have followed you into your heart: 
a spacious room with many windows. 
Does the light not shine in 
as it does so radiantly outward? 
Oh, daughter of mine, 
when did you lose the pebbles 
of sparking colors, 
the ones you have been collecting all these years? 
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Marlaina B. Tanny 

FORESf AND MARSH 

You have to respect a hillside of fems, 
fanning out-waist high, oak canopied. 
To a whisper, an insect or thought 
they respond with metaphoric movement. 
They are partly what I came for. 

Reeds shiver above my head 
and the last time I could see 
there were only a few wavering cloud-prints 
to the sky. Several times I've become disoriented­
light and leaf all in floating diamonds. 

My body tires, the trail persists 
and the Joe-Pye weed doesn't blink away its color 
for even an instant. 
The silence can tum on you and what was 
sought out peace becomes deafening solitude. 

The wind touches down briefly but mostly 
it stays on a 'symphonic level high 
in the great trees. 
The snake crossing the path is the stroke 
of the bow against the poised violin. 
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Susan Peterson 

THE DEER OF WINTER: EPHRAIM HllL 

Silence: 
like the deer that stand 
in the middle of the road 
at 2:00 a.m., deep winter, 
and quietly lick the long 
center line, 1icking up salt 
that gathers in icy fissures, 
chips of frozen stars, fallen. 

And as you drive down 
the steep hill, your headlights 
pick up their stillness, their 
de1icate perfect bodies as 
heads turn, innocent and staring 
just seconds before 
the startled eerie leap 
into a blackness as swift 
as hooves. 
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Susan Peterson 

RESORT VILLAGE: NOVEMBER 

Late fal1 
and everything here 
is Jeaving-

hundreds of feet-up 
geese honk 
beaks southward 
wings beating hard 

and Monarches 
like torn bits 
of Halloween paper 
drift out of town. 

Handymen chain gates 
as Jaden cars 
head south, 
party's over, shutters shut 
to these coJd, paling days. 

And what of the vi Hage, 
watching 
the Jast taiJ Jight 
redden the rainy street-

Wings beating hard 
in rejoicing? Jn rejection? 
In the bJack evening's snow-
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