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negotiation on water. Bernard Wasserstein, in his book Israelis and Palestinians: Why Do They

Fight? Can They Stop?, quoted the opening statement of principle of the Oslo I, stating

'Israel recognizes the Palestinian water rights in the West Bank." Although full realization
of these rights was postponed for negotiation in the permanent status agreement,
practical arrangements were nevertheless concluded that settled many outstanding
issues. Israeltransferred to the Palestinian Authority administration of water and
sewerage in the areas under its control. The two sides agreed to coordinate the
management of water and sewerage resources and systems. The agreement stated that
the Palestinians in the West Bank were to have access to additional water, in specified

quantities and places and where necessary by new infrastructure, from the eastern
branch of the inland aquifer.2

Thus we see that, from this treaty and the reactions of scholars and political leaders in both
countries, as well as political analysts in the western world, implementing a treaty is never a
simple matter, especially when the basic amenity of life-water-is  brought into conflict with the
political interests of two parties who have had a history of disagreement. There is hope, however,
as is evident from the quoted text above: what is required to meet the basic needs of the people,
who at this moment suffer a lack ofwater, is the development” and implementation of sewage
treatment and additional water supplies. These requirements can be met by the signatory states

in conjunction with d~velopmental bodies and financing bodies, like the World Bank.
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