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Corps did not act in a capricious or arbitrary way nor
abused its discretion, the court upheld the issuance of
the dredge and fill permit for the Bayport terminal.

ENDNOTES
1.  5 U.S.C. § 706.
2.  Shoreacres v. Waterworth, 420 F.3d 440, 447-48 (5th

Cir. 2005).
3.  Id. at 448.
4.  Id. at 449.
5.  Id. at 452.

Galveston Bay, from page 11

Photograph of dredge bucket courtesy of NOAA

Your Generosity Poured in to Katrina Kids!
Waurene Roberson

People from the Sea Grant College Program and NOAA
are some of the most caring and generous people in the
world, as the picture below clearly shows. You are all
awesome, look what you have done! 

In the wake of the disaster left by Hurricane Katrina,
the country was worried and perplexed, unsure of what
they could do to help. We at the Mississippi-Alabama
Sea Grant Legal Program and the Sea Grant Law Center
were no different. Only seven hours north of the devas-
tated area, with all roads south closed, and communica-
tions down, we felt as helpless as anyone across the coun-
try.  The giant relief programs were turning down dona-
tions and volunteer time in favor of dollars and checks,
but that didn’t satisfy the need to do something.  

During the course of some brainstorming on this
problem, we thought of all the beautiful conference bags,
pens and pencils out there - collecting dust in closets, or
still in their boxes, left over from one conference or
another.  An “aha!” moment occurred and we sent out

emails on the  listservs, asking for those and other school
supplies for the children who had lost everything,
whether still in the devastated area or evacuees.  

We knew that everyone would want to help, but the
response was astounding in scope and hugely affirming!
Boxes began to arrive daily (two whole pallets of supplies
arrived one day) and our office became infamous among
delivery services and post office personnel. The vacant
office we used to store these items as we assembled filled
bookbags began to overflow with your generosity and the
generosity of all the friends you recruited to the cause!

We never dreamed that y’all would send such an abun-
dance: 627 filled backpacks, an additional 200 unfilled
book bags, ten boxes of assorted teacher's supplies, six
boxes of new (spiffy) t-shirts, two big boxes of toys, chil-
dren's books and many boxes of other assorted items! 

There are a few more pictures and a distribution
map on the the website for your enjoyment:  
http://www.olemiss.edu/orgs/SGLC/KatrinaKids/pictures.htm
http://www.olemiss.edu/orgs/SGLC/KatrinaKids/angels.htm
http://www.olemiss.edu/orgs/SGLC/KatrinaKids/map.htm 
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Lagniappe (a little something extra)

Around the Gulf...

Hurricane Katrina spawned many unforgettable images of destruction. Among those, perhaps none captured the
immense power of a storm surge better than the pictures of Mississippi’s massive floating casino barges lying askew
on the north side of U.S. Highway 90, hundreds of feet from their berths, after the waters subsided. The casinos’
vital economic importance to the state spurred the legislature to quickly pass a bill allowing land-based casinos for
the first time. The governor signed the bill into law on October 17. For political reasons, since they were first autho-
rized in 1990 Mississippi’s non-tribal casinos have been relegated to the navigable waters of the Mississippi River, its
tributaries, and the Gulf of Mexico. They may now be built on land 800 feet from their former locations. Before
Katrina, Mississippi’s casino gambling industry employed almost 18,000 people and generated annual revenues of
$740 million for the state. The new legislation will encourage rapid rebuilding; several hard-hit casinos plan to be
operating by very early next year, and the Imperial Palace, which was the least damaged, anticipates reopening by
Christmas.

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has stepped in to pay oyster fishers to help with debris
removal in the aftermath of Katrina. DMR’s program is intended both to help oyster fishers who have lost at least
an entire season of oystering and to clean up and rehabilitate the state’s oyster reefs. The storm surge from Katrina
devastated the reefs by scouring them out and dropping debris, which was picked up as buildings were destroyed on
land. The program was opened to oyster fishers who have held an oyster license within the last two years. Funds will
come from money DMR received after last year’s Hurricane Ivan.

Shrimpers also enjoyed some temporary relief from the government in the wake of Katrina. On September 22
NOAA Fisheries (formerly the National Marine Fisheries Service, or NMFS) authorized shrimp trawlers in Alabama,
Mississippi, and Louisiana to ply their trade without using turtle excluder devices, or TEDs. Debris from the storm
was clogging the devices, not only rendering them virtually useless for saving turtles, but also severely limiting the
amount of shrimp that could be caught. During the temporary authorization the shrimpers must limit their tow
times (the time the trawl doors enter the water until they are removed from the water) to fifty-five minutes or less.
The authorization was set to expire on October 22; however, after Hurricane Rita struck, NMFS extended it until
November 23 and expanded its range to include some Texas waters. TEDs protect endangered sea turtles, including
the very endangered Kemp’s Ridley, from being caught in the nets.

In addition, after Katrina and Rita NMFS put into effect emergency consultation procedures under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) and the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA). The ESA requires federal agencies to consult with NMFS
when their activities may affect ESA-listed species and/or critical habitat. Similarly, the MSA requires consultation
when federal agency activities may adversely affect essential fish habitat. NMFS regulations allow for expedited con-
sultation procedures in case of emergency; here, the procedures were implemented for activities associated with the
protection of human life and property, protection of the environment, and for projects whose rapid completion is
required for the recovery of the areas affected by the storms. Such activities may include road and bridge building,
channel dredging, and cleanup of debris and hazardous materials.

As this issue is going to press, the U.S. District Court in Tampa has issued an opinion overturning a ban on grouper
fishing in the Gulf of Mexico. NMFS had restricted fishing of all grouper species in order to protect one species,
red grouper. The agency was sued by two recreational fishing groups, the Coastal Conservation Association and the
Fishing Rights Alliance. The court invalidated portions of the rule, although some restrictions remain. Water Log
will cover the case, Coastal Conservation Assn. v. Gutierrez, in more detail in our next issue.
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• • • Upcoming Conferences • • •

•DECEMBER 2005 •

Water and Civilization: 4th International Water Conference
December 1, 2005, Paris, France

http://www.iwha.net

Southeast Regional Technical Seminar on 
Hydraulic Analysis for Spillways

December 6, 2005, Charlotte, NC
http://www.damsafety.org

•FEBRUARY 2006 •

Aquaculture America 2006
February 13-16, 2006, Las Vegas, Nevada

http://www.was.org

•MARCH 2006 •

16th Annual AEHS Meeting & West Coast Conference on Soils,
Sediments, & Water

March 13-16, 2005, San Diego, CA
http://www.aehs.com/conferences

Fourth World Water Forum 
March 16-22, 2006, Mexico City, Mexico

http://worldwaterforum4.org.mx


