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TRUTH, RECONCILIATION, REPARATIONS
Providence, RI

RI Black Heritage Society
1696 Heritage Group

July 2020 - March 2021

\

Reconciliation Framework
July 2021 - February 2022

Find these at https://aaagpvd.com

Reparations Commission 
Report

February - August 2022



RECONCILIATION FRAMEWORK

Objective: Proposal and proofs of concept for community-driven, municipally supported 
reconciliation framework structured around engaging, accessible, and educational 
multimedia presentation of A Matter of Truth

Focus: Particular people (African heritage and Indigenous), places (4 neighborhoods), 
events (racist mid-twentieth century urban renewal and their legacies)

Outcomes: 
● Events (approx. 10, n. 1,500)
● survey (n. 378): need for creative engagement, focus on housing, education, law, 

economics
● lead stakeholders (n. 16), interviews (n. 30): intentional harm, focus on housing, 

education, economics
● Creative proofs of concept: website, documentary, promotional video, art installation, 

soundscape, augmented reality rooms and tourshttps://truth.rwu.me

https://aaagpvd.com/a-matter-of-truth-2/


CREATIVE VISION



CREATIVE VISION



IMPLEMENTING THE FRAMEWORK

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



IMPLEMENTING THE FRAMEWORK

INSTITUTIONAL ENGAGEMENT



LIPPITT HILL 1952

640 Families 499 Families of Color + 42 Minority Businesses | Shopping Mall + 350 Apartments “University Heights”

LIPPITT HILL 1962

IN THE DESIGN CLASSROOM



IN THE DESIGN CLASSROOM

Transgress Boundaries | REconnect

REengage | Complicate Autonomy

Students: Naomi Cruz & Jacob Plasencia



IN THE DESIGN CLASSROOM

UPPER SOUTH PROVIDENCE
Place Based Strategies of REclamation & REpair

Students: Maria Cruz, David Perez, Camila Uriona Gamboa

Demolition to make way for:
Highways, Hospital Expansion and Parking Lots, Light Industry,
Elsewhere: Roger Williams Memorial Park, Shopping Malls, 
Middle Class “University” Housing, Parking Lots, Industrial Parks, 
Postal Facilities



IN THE DESIGN CLASSROOM

College Hill Study REexamined: South Main Street
College Hill Plan for Historic Area Renewal 1959 + East Side Renewal Plan 1965



THANK YOU! QUESTIONS?

https://truth.rwu.me

Edgar Adams
eadams@rwu.edu

Brian Hendrickson
bhendrickson@rwu.edu

Donald King
donald@provcei.org

Raymond Two Hawks Watson
ray@provcei.org
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