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IN THIS ISSUE

Desrochers Outlines
Financial Aid Program
Editor's Note: Mr. Donald Desrochers, Financial Aid Officer of Roger
Williams College, has submitted the following statement in hopes of
clarifying the process by which RWC students may receive financial
aid. This includes the Work Study program so popular here.

WHO MAY APPLY
Any student may apply. A
student qualifies fo r
consideration by his acceptance
for admission to Roger Williams
College as a full-time,
degree-seeking student. Returning
students must have maintained a
sati~factory personal and
academic record in order to
reapply for financial assistance.
HOW AND WHEN TO APPLY
In order to assess the
financial need of each student on
an objective and standard basis,
Roger Williams College uses the
facilities of the College
Scholarship Service. This service
assists the college in evaluating
family financial circumstances
through the utilization of the
Parents' Confidential Statement
(PCS). All freshman applications
should secure a Parents'
Confidential Statement from
their respective high school
guidance department. THIS
APPLICATION FOR
FINANCIAL AID MUST BE
FILED BETWEEN OCTOBll 1
AND MARCH 1 of your senior
year in high school.
Returning and transfer
students l'I)ay secure the Parents'
Confidential Statement from
Roger Williams College Financial
Aid Office. (APPLICATIONS
WILL BE AVAILABLE ON
DECEMBER 1, and must be filed
no later than MARCH 1).
NOTE: The PCS is required
for all students applying for
financial aid.
The PCS must be completed
and mailed no later than March 1
to: College Scholarship Service,
Box 176, Princeton, NJ 08540.
SOURCES OF FINANCIAL AID
Financial aid at Roger
Williams College may come from
one or a combination of the
following sourses of assistance.
(This list has been edited for
ei>ac:..)
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TO THE STUDENT
Roger Williams College
maintains an active program of
financial aid in order to assist
s tudents of a ll economic
backgrounds to achieve a college
education . The financial a.id
program is administered on the
premise that it is the obligation
and responsibility of the student
and his or her parents to pay for
the education of the student.
Parents are expected to
con tribute to the student's
educational expenses to the best
of their ability, and the student is
expected to contribute from his
or her own as.sets and by seeking
employment d uring vacation
periods. When these
responsibilities have been
adequately met, it is the
intention of Roger Williams
College to assist in securing
additional financial aid from
resources it has available for this
purpose.

Swuson lnteniew

NATIONAL DIRECT STUDENT
LOAN (NDSL)
The National Direct Student
Loan Program provides that a
full-time or half-time student
who is in financial need and is
maintaining good academic
standing may secure a loan. The
amount of the loan shall not be
mre than a student requires to
meet his college .expenses, and in
any case not more than $1000 in
any academic year and not more
than $5000 for tota l
undergraduate educational
expenses.
GUARANTEED LOAN
PROGRAM (GLP)
The Guaranteed Loan
Program provides partly
subsid ized educational loans
which are obtained directly from
banks and other lending
institutions. The federal
government pays the current
interest on the loan while the
student is still in con~ . 'nte
student pays the interest during
repayment under conditions very
similar to those of the National
Defense Student Loan Program
with the exception of partial
cancellation for teaching, and at a
higher rate of foterest.
Application should be made

November 20, 1973

A Very British Intersession
by Jack Kelly
This year, Roger Williams be on art and craft teaching,
College offers, during its mathematics, reading resources,
intersession period, two fine and etc. Following these lectures,
extremely interesting courses. students will have the
The Theatre Department offers a opportunity of breaking into
course for Theatre students and small groups for discussion and
any student at ave who wishes
informal questions and debate.
to study drama in one of the The creators of this enterprising
birth places of theatre itself. At outlook on Great Britain's
this time, a schedule has not been educational system hope that
completed; but for further through these lectures, they can
information, contact Mr. William present a situation in which
Grandgeorge, Chairperson of the participants will be able to
Theatre Department, in the West analyze and be informed of the
Wing of the classroom building. most interesting theoretical
The second course being advances and practical
offered during intersession is developments.
Small groups of students will
open to all interested students at
RWC. In a special program be organized for visits to English
organired by the John Clark schools according to educational
Academy of London, in specialism and areas of special
conjunction with Roger Williams interest. The schools will all be in
College, students will be afforded the London area and there will be
the opportunity to study the full facilities at the schools to
primary school system and meet staff and pupils. After each
contemporary British culture on visit, students will discuss their
location in England. On of the visit with their workshop tutor,
advisors for this course will be who will be an educational
Mr. Donals Venvell, who is the advisor for the area in which the
course director and assistant students are located. This gives
education officer (secondary useful opportunities for
schools Inner London). He will observation combined· with
introduce the course and initially analysis of Intention success and
ol.!tllne t!!e demo~nt and bi!ure.
state of the English educational
It is in these workshop-sesystem. His introduction will be m i nar sessions that the main
followed by three mornings of practical work of the course will
lectures on January 7, 8, and 9, .be done. Students will be
from advisors, inspectors, and presented with ideas of
leading British educators on resource-based environmental and
developments in primary and individualized learning. There will
secondary education. These will be one tutor for each 13
students, again according to
educational specialism. There are
four days of these workshop
seminars that have been found to
be useful and intensive situations.
This course is an environmental
studies project and involves
students in creative work. It is
recommended that participants,
where possible, bring cameras,
tape recorders, note pads, sketch
pads, etc. By students themselves
carrying out an environmental
studies project, they will be doing
just what they may later be
asking their students to do.
The course will include talks
from practitioners or the creative
arts. Names have not been
finalized, but will probably
include a visual artist.
During this course, side trips
will be afforded to the students.
On the afternoon of January 3,
students will be taken on a basic

scholarships, loans, or work
opportunities provided by the
College.
COLLEGE GRANTS-IN-AID (CG)
Roger Williams College has
limited funds available which
provide scholanhip assistance to
many deserving young students.
'Ibis assistance is awarded on the
basis of financial need and
academic promise or progress.

GRANTS
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
GRANTS (EOG)
Educational Opportunity
Grants are available to qualified
EMPLOYMENT
students. These consist of
outright grants of funds ranging STUDENT EMPLOYMENT (CWSP
Roger Williama College
from $200 to $1000 trom the
federal government whi~h must
particip~t!_s •• in ~ !ed.!~Y

feellngi: of :iwe.

On Thursday, January 17,
there will be a further optional
but inclusive trop to
Stratford-upon-Avon via Oxford
and the superb Cotswold Hills.
Travelling for most of the way
through archetypal English
countryside, students will be able
to visit an Oxford college, stop at
a fine Cotswold village for lunch,
and spend a few hours in
Stratford, taking in Shakespeare's
birth place and Ann Hathaway's
cottage.
Excluding arrival and
departure days, there are two free
days and five half-days free. For
students not wishing to go on the
side trips there will be a further
two days free.
Students will be
accommodated in a comfortable
centrally-located hotel with
private bathrooms, conveniently
located for theatres and
shopping. The price for the
course includes dinner, bed and
breakfast on all days, and lunch
on all days except for free days
and afternoons.
For further details, contact
Anne Barry, Paul Jarman, or
Laurie Jack~n at 2296.

Dorian's Burns
To The Ground

Don Dearochen, Financial Aid Chief, relaxes over hia caJculator u he
awaits the semester-end ruah.
through a local bank or lending
institution which participates in
the program. (Applications for
the Guaranteed Loan Program
should be made at least two
months prior to the date needed).

orientation or London to include
the most important sites and
places of interest. On two
evenings, there will be visits to
plays on the London stage and
three evening films will be shown.
There will be a welcoming
party on the evening of January
2, and the students will be the
guests of the Council of
Management of the John Clark
Academy Education Center. A
farewell party for the students
will be held on the evening of
January 21.
Additional side trips will be
taken to other famous British
sites. On Sunday, January 13,
there will be an optional, but
inclusive, trip to Stonehenge and
Salisbury. Salisbury bas one of
England's finest cathedrals, the
much painted Constable, as well
as considerable domestic
architecture Qf distinction. The
"Haun ch of Venison" public
house has the distinction of being
England's oldest pub (1328) as
well as a bar of beaten silver.
Stonehenge is of remarkable
interest, being nearly 4000 years
old; and capable, in the right
conditions, of inspiring genuine

Dorian's, a favorite watering
hole for many R.W.C. students,
passed into the annals of history
last Thursday, November 16.
A very destructive fire all but
leveled the building, which also
housed ''The Pub" and the Ocean
Inn.

immediately catfed in, and
Newport sent three engines to aid
the Middletown trucks that were
already at the scene. The fire was
finally contained at 11:30 p.m.,
but all that remained was a
gutted hulk that just a few hours
earlier had been a rme night
entertainment spot.

The Middletown Fire
Department received the call at
8:40 p.m. When they arrived, the

Dorian's, which opened in
June of 1972, was owned by
Anthony Zaloumis. He had
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EDITORIAL

I

With the number of "clubs" on the Roger Williams College
campuses growing each year, it seems that some decision needs to be
close at hand as io which of these clubs are vital to maintaining the
present well-being of the student body, which contribute little, and
which are superfluous.
This decision has been left to the Student Senate, ,a group of
students that is as vulnerable to pressures as any group would be that:
(1) was not tilled by a mandate of the students but by everyone, It
seemed, who ,could get 25 signatures on a nomination petition; (2) is
decimated by no-shows and resignations, cutting its active membership
to not more than two-thirds of the required 30 members; and (3) is
hampered by outmoded rules that make it impossible to refuse to fund
any chartered club with officers that is open to all the students.
What has happened in the past and what will probably continue to
happe.n is that all clubs and organizations, from the Chess Club and the
ASCE to the SASe QUILL, will be funded. However, to fund clubs like
the Chess Club and the ASCE, with however small an amount, the SAS
will have to cut back necessary student services, and the QUILL must
learn to survive with outmoded equipment, fewer issues, and a smaller
circulation.
Even though, in most cases, the senators were not elected by the
students, they are still the students' representatives. They should act
responsibly by using common sense and a good sense of priorities in
making their budgetary decisions. Vital clubs cannot exist and grow
with a slashed budget, nor can a budget paid for by the students make
a superfluous club necessary.
The Budget Committee has requested suggestions for guidelines
from the clubs that have come before it. However, as the clubs are
merely the spenders of the money, it seems the people who pay
whould be heard from.
Make your feelings known. In writing.

Letters
Dear Editor:
The fantastically successful
Student Senate Social Committee
wishes to thank the student body
for its support these past few
weeks. Really, we do want to
thank you all for the way you
have responded to the functions
that we've been able to produce
this past month. As you all know
by now, the success of the Social
Committee-sponsored activities
relies almost totally upon yoru
supPort; and in the future, I only
hope that you will respond as
enthusiastically.
Our turkey give-away night
at Dorian's last week was a
smashing success. Congratulations
to Tom Habib, who was the
lucky winner of our turkey,
Randolph Wadsworth Cusperson,
m. We would also lite to dispell
any rumors that might have been
precipitated by the fact ·that
Debbie, Tom's paramour, was the
ticket puller. The ratne was not a
fix!
So until we meet again, the
Student Senate Social Committee
signs off.
Mark Perry

AtRWC

American Studies Department Thrives
by Louis G~ena
Studies Association) lists 28
'interdisciplinary' courses offered
by RWC in the area of Ame.rican
Studies, thus making it, according
to the Quarterly, the most
comprehensive program in the
country.

(Editor's note: this is the
first of a series of articles
exploring the various
chpartments of 1tudy at RWC)

The American Studies
Program is a unique area of the
curriculum here at RWC. The
very term 'American Studies'
itself (as opposed to 'pure
history') seems to defy ort.b odox
explanations and has been a cause
for skepticism on the part of
some (myself included). Others
have more or less accepted the
general ramifications of the
program with little or no
reservations.
· The academic track record of
the Area itself has been
impressive; since its inception in
1970, the number of majors has
quadrupled to more than 40, a
number of 'internships' has been
initiated with var iou s
organizations (including the
Rh~e Island Historical Society,
Mystic Seaport, and the Audobon
Society), and, last but not least,
The American Quarterly ~the
official organ of the American
1

Below, Michael Swanson,
who joined the department in
1972, gives his views on the
subject of 'American Studies'.
Dr. Swanson, what exactly is
'American Studies'?
It is as difficult to answer
what exactly is American Studies
as it would be to answer what
exactly is America. It is, in my
opinion, an attempt to capture
and interpret the American
experience and the meaning of
that American experience. Its
approach is both analytic and
synthetic,andeclecticaswell,in
that it seeks to incorporate the
tools of m~y disciplines fr~m
the humaruties and the social
sciences. It feels that theis is
n~ beca~ each di_scipline
gives information that ts only
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partial--i.e., economics can tell
you a good deal about the
American as an economic animal,
but the emphasis biases the
picture. The American is more
than an economic animal.
Achieving an analytical·
descriptive (and, I would add,
admittedly subjective) picture of
the American experience in toto
is the &oal to which many of us
would ascribe.
How does American Studies
differ from American History?
American Studies as a field
of inquiry arose out of a
literature background. This
accounts, at least in pert, for the
differences. Like literature,
American Studies considers the
entire scope of human experience
worth investigating. Thus
American Studies is less political
in orientation than most
American history. Also like
literature, American Studies pays
somewhat more attention to
ideas and world -view as
presented by the perso~ or
movements under investigation.
1
Academic history, in the
twentieth century, has moved in
certain interpretive directions.
Drawing on concepts from the
social sciences, history has sought
to provide theoretical constructs
in order to explain human action.
For examp le , economic
motivations for political
pronouncements (as in Beard and
the Constitution) or
psychological factors explaining
religion or reform (see Griffin on
Evangelicals or Hofstadter on
'Progressives). This is well and
'- '>d, and yields certain kinds of
nluable data. To my mind,
however, this kind of approach
entails its own dangers. You can
get so involved in theoretical
underpinnings and underlyingj
motivations, that you neglect·
entirely what these people
thought about their world, or
thought they were doing, in the
first place. My own axiom runs
something like 'belief behind
human actions.' It~ great to
consider why people perceive the
way they do, for example, how
membership in a given economic
class influences how an individual
looks at his world, but if we lose.
sight, in the process, of what that
individual ~w, we:re in tro~~l~.

To

The

Dear Editor:
The current energy situation
seems to indicate that gas rations
will become a hard fact of life In
the very near future. Interior
SEcretary Rogers C.B. Morton
predicted that by mid.January,
1974, gas rationing is more than
likely.
To combat this fuel shortage,
President Nixon has asked
Americans to practice endearing
qualities of conservation.
Examples of these are to slow
down on the road, cover up in
bed and shut the lights out. For
his put, he will do much the
same, while the Department of
State will draw up peace plans to
placate the Arabs.
As we all know, the Arabs,
who supply ten percent of
America's oil, are holding back
allocated amounts of oil in hopes
of a more favorable outcome of
the recent Mid-F.ast War.
Now, I'm inclined to believe
that if Mr. Nixon stood up to
Arab blackma ii by, as an
example, not selling spare plane
parts, computers, electrical
generators, etc. Along with a
total embargo on the Arab
countries this would be more
effective. If there is one thing
that every American schoolboy
knows, it is that the dollar speaks
louder than anything. Why
doesn't Mr. Ni.xon know this?
Now, this winter it seems like
Mr. Nixon is going to make a
second mistake. This is by having
gasoline rationed. I do not feel
that government control of free
enterprise is conducive to, nor in
the interest of, the American tax
payer. You all remember him,
he's the guy who works for a
living. This is in order not to be
on the welfare rolls. He is not
rich either, yet he ends up paying
most of the country's taxes.
Perhaps it's insignificant that he
also is the victim of most crimes
in society while he dies the most
times while fighting the country's
wars. Well, so much said.
Free enterprise, which this
country was indended to work
by, works on a system known as
supply and demand. A big supply
of any product with a small
demand will keep the unit price
low. In the reverse, a big demand
but a low supply will keep the
price high.
Since this system tlawlessly
works in thies perspective, then
why now let gas prices go up to
the clouds if need be? Natural
law taking effect here , it would
be a short time indeed when than
poor ba stard, the
middle-American, could gas up
his Voikswagon for a song.
Edward A. Giarusso
Dear Editor:
With the premiere of
"Kojak" on October 24, viewers
now. have approximately three
dozen "police" or "detective"
shows to choose from each week
on prime time network television.
Besides being aware of the vast
quantity of such material, I
would hope that my fellow
citizens would take note of at
least some of the qualities or
characteristics prominent in
varying degrees (depending on
the particular show) in this
current plethora of
"policemania." They are a
licentious exhibition of the "Big
Gun" mentality. I spe.a k of the
type of weaponry employed by
both the police and their
make-believe antagonists. For
instance, those of us who were
accumtomed to the
inconspicuous .38 service revolver
(harking back to the days of
Robert Taylor's Detectives)
which we only saw for a few brief
moments at the end of each

Editor
Magnums, M-80's, "needle guns,"
"K-Bar" bayonets, shotguns,
grenades, "grease guns," and
30-0S's paraded before us via the
courtesy of Johnson't Baby
Powder, The 'Dry Look,'
Pampers Diapers, "Firm 'n'
Fruity," and the like. These
weapons, of course, are designed
to imporess upon us how
"tough" the particular lawman or
lawbreaker is, and serve to
remind us that for $29.95, we
ourselves can swagger about,
Daunting our manliness for all the
world to admire. It would seem,
in a highly volatile society such as
ours, that such childish (and
potentially dangerour) displays
would be anything but
encouraged.
The manner of the police
themselves on 1973 television
also leaves a good deal to be
desired; no longer is it "just the
f.acts , Ma'am,'' in the tru Jimmy
Stewart-Jack Webb style. Now we
see a good deal of sharp "Get
over here!,'' and "Out of the
way!" along with a phrase that
sounds like "Wha.ah-yah" (as in
"Wha -ah-yah, a freak or
somethin'?"). We no longer see
search warrants in abundance
when officers enter a residence
(usually in the suspect's absence)
or a shop. In addition, their
attitude seems to be one of surly
bitterness against not only the
criminal element, but the society
itself.
A person does not have to be
especially skilled to see that these
so-called "crime dramas" contain
more savage violence than an
Italian Western. Most of it is as
senseless and unnecessary as
violence itself. With crimes of
violence on the upswing in this
country, regardless of what the
Department of Justice says, it is
difficult to understand why our
commercial networks have such
an insatiable appetite for killings,
robberies, rape, knifings, assaults,
terrorism and the like.
In light of all this, I would
hope that American viewers
would exercise cautiou!
discrimination in selecting their
television fare this fall, and also
refrain from patronizing those
firms which sponsor these
affronts on human ~ecency and
worth. Perhaps, though this is
hardly likely, we may see a return
of Senator Pastore's "Blue
Ribbon" Committee, which was
initially set up in 1968 to study
the effects of TV violence. In
fact, one wonders why the
Committee terminated its work
in the first place.
Louis Godena

Career Interviews
To Be Held
mcember 4-5, 1973

Mr. B.L. Evans of Uniroyal
Inc., will be at the Bristol
Campus on Tul!sday, Decembe1
4, for career interviewing. He wi[
be interested in talking to aJ:
seniors who will receive a degre«
in Accounting, Math 0 1
Computer Science, Mechanica
Engineering, Economics, 0 1
Marketing.
Mary Aiken and Mr. Pawson
of the U.S. Internal RevenU1
Service, will be here or
Wednesday, December 5. The)
will be interested in talking tc
senior Business majors or senion
who will receive degrees ir
Liberal Arts and Accounting.
For further inlormation
contact Mr. Tom Oates ir
Placement Office or call him a1
255·2222. All meetings will b1
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ANNIVERSARY BLUES
by Bob Andreozzi
For years John Mayall has
Appearing with them were
continually searched blues music
"Argent," who impressed me
in exploring its fullest extent and
somewhat; but left the main
possibilities. In his quest, he has
atµ-action entirely to the Mayall
constantly shifted and rearranged
band. The bluesmen began their
bands so that each attempt will
set around 9: 30 and from then
bring a fresh, new dimension to
on, the true genius of superb jazz
the blues.
and blues filled the theatre in a
Many musicians today
relaxed atmosphere of sound.
started their roots. with Mayall
and owe a lot to him now.
Playing a repertoire of ~ his
Whoever his bands have featured
hits over the years, Mayall
over the years, Mayall has always
displayed his typically-fascinating
approached and achieved blues
harp playing on several occasions
with constant success. Whether
while always mastering his
his attempts have included Eric
electric piano and vibrant blues
Clapton (in 1966 when the
voice. Freddy Robinson perhaps
Mayall "Bl uesbreakers"
doesn't have the polish of Eric
experimented with Clapton
Clapton when it comes to blues
improvising on extended solos) or
guitar, but he certainly left
Mick Taylor, or Aynsley Dunbar,
nothing to complain about. His
or his 1970 band where Mayall
frequent solos were constructed
accented Jazz-Blues without the
well and created much strength
use of drums for a rhythm
and sensitivity to the group's
section, John Mayall reigns over
sound. Keef Hartley and Victor
his kingdom and is the Pied Piper
Gaskin proved to be an ex~llent
to two generations of musicians.
rhythm section and enabled
This year marks the tenth
Mayall to "take off' oo many
anniversary of his career and for
numbers for an extended
this special 1973 tour, Mayall
composition. The horn section
presented ~d Holloway on sax,
was also superb as the Jazz riffs
Blue Mitchell on trumpet, Victor
from Red's sax were very tasteful
Gaskin on bass, Keef Hartley on
and always precise. The standout
drums, and guitar work from
numbers were Ray Charles'
Freddy Robinson at the Palace
"What'd I Say?" and "High-heel
Concert Theatre last November
Sneakers."
·
11.

Film Review

...

Executive. Action
Was the death of J.F.K. a
pains-takingly plotted ordeal by
an underground group of
'highly-intelligent men or the
work of one man's twisted
consciousness???? Is it at all
possible that a certain group of
people, fearful of a Kennedy
Dynasty, took matters into their
own hands and pulled off the
most impossible Presidential
assassination ever??
Not only does this fantastic
tale, adapted from a novel by
Mark Lane and Donald Freed, hit
at a politically dandy time; but it
comes at least five years too late
to be dealt with or dwelt on twoo
seriously. Everyone spoken with
after the press viewing
Wednesday morning was moved
to the point of debate, expressing
explicite views like the death had
only occurred last week. Many
people disagree; however, this
picture had to be made.. .its
importance to many of the blind
folks in Amerika is only
paralleled by Watergate...who will
make ''Son of Executive
Action???"
The picture followed the
French Tradition through
diary.style chronology and
incorporated news reels and
features not irreminiscent of the
Kane Kronicles. The black and
white inserts were sometimes
genuine but it was difficult to
notice the fakes. Even the double
for Oswald (The bad, or good,
guys slipped an imposter Oswald
on the people of Dallas) was too

BROTHERS
of the
SACRED HEART
a community
of professed
Christians
committed to
LOVE

and
SERVE
YOU th
in education
For Information
Write to:
VOCATION CENTER
£1nr

T~n To.PP<.lt.l"A

real not to bet that it couldn't
have happened this way.
The photography was
nothing to scream about, but a
few slick effects and the editing
were good. The acting was fairly
mediocre as well ...so it must-have
been the social comment that
makes it a number-one choice.
Don't miss it. At the Avon
Cinema on ·Thayer · Street on the
~t Side of Providence at 7 and
9 p.m.-G.F.G.
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Cold Turkey

A Dodor 11 Spite Of Hi11salf

by Dave Kellogg

CAST
Scanarelle ... • .. ... J.Mahoney
Martine ....... , ..... B. Carlin
Mlle. Robert ......... C. Jones
Valere .............. M. Katz
Lucas ............. !4. Bloom
Beronte ............ R Wilber
Jacqueline ..... ...... J. Cohen
Lucinde ..... ......C. Chilinski
Leandre ......... .. ...J . Caliri
Thibaut .. . ...... .. C. Clifford
Perrin ..... . .. ... J. Hutchings
Director ...... W. Grand George
The RWC Theatre
Department chose as its first
main-season production a revival
of "A Doctor in Spite of,
Himself," one of Mooere's
lesser-known works. The play,
which is not well known to begin
with, was certainly not helped by
this production. It was a bad play
done badly. Before I discuss the
show, I want to say a few things
about Moliere and his style of
theatre.
·
Moliere, as a playwright and
performer, was deeply influenced
by two styles-French Farcw and
the Italian· Commedia Dell'Arte.
Franch Farce was a broad type of
comedy-racy (for the
tinies)-and full of exaggerated
acUons. The material usually
dealt with the deception of a
sim ple character. Dommedia
Dell' Arte was a more stylized
type of comic acting. In
Commedia a communal acting
troupe would represent seve~l
characters in an improvised scene.
They would work from a stock
set of characters and situations
and either wore masks or were in
whiteface. In Commedia, facial
expressions, gestures, and body
movements were also important.
A form of stylized gestures was
developed to convey
characterization. This type of
actthg was <fexpressionist" ~ and
very demanding.
·
Moliere incorporated the best
of both styles into his plays. He
strived to raise comedy to an art
form and his plays would reveal
to the audience and readers their

faults. He wrote about certain
conventions in his time. Plots
were thin and poorly
constructed, but visual gags were
used to fill in the void. To quote
Moliere, his comedies were to be
critical in the sense of painting
"the manners of the time without
aiming at individuals."
The beauty of Moliere and
why his plays have survived is
because of their comic potential
and flexibility as far as
interpretation is concerned. If
played well, you can get a good
reaction to Moliere. His plays
require a_ competent and
dedicated cast and director to tap
this potential. Moliere is not easy
to do-it needs an intensive
rehearsal period; not only on the
play itself, but also on the acting
style. Characters'must be created,
routines perfected-not milked,
concentrating on gestures and
movements.
I have mixed reactions to our
attempt to do Commedia
Dell' Arte. The Versailles
Impromptu I liked and "Doctor"
I didn't like. The Impromptu was
imaginative and quite funny. It
was the only part of the show
close to Moliere. "Doctor" was
another story. The show suffered
most from being under-rehearsed.
Characters were either never
developed or those that were
weren't sustained for the entire
show. Performances were slow
and off pace in general. Only
occasional comedy bits gelled.
Judy Hutchings and Christy
Clifford provided a few laughs.
They were good, but these
moments were too few to save
the show.
Direction was most
noticeably lacking, and this
showed on stage. The cast was
cqnJused a..nd frustrated.
Composition is an importarit
element in putting a show
together. A director must always
be conscious of what his scenes
look like. Having the actors in a
horizontal line across the stage
speaking their lines is amateurish.
It is disturbing to an audience
and not aesthetically pleasing.
Blocking should be fluid and
experimental, e~pecially for this
type of show. The blocking was
poow, but the size limitations of
the stage must be considered.

A suggested set was all that
the play needed, and it looked
nice under the lights. Technically,
the production was simple, which
fit the rest of the show.
The costumes, designed by
Mary Rocha, worked well. They
helped to highlight and contrast
characters. The best thing I can
say about the show is that it was
short. "D.o ctor" was poor
theatre.
·

Preview

Fantasticks
by Dave Kellogg

The Mute ........Ricki Lindsy
El Gallo ........... Mark Katz
Luisa •..........Carolyn Jones
Matt .............. Jon Caliri
Hicklebee ........ Tony Risoli
Bellamy ........ Frank Sullivan
Mortimer ...... Judy Hutchings
This musical, written by Tom
Jones and Harvey Schmidt, is
widely acclaimed and has had one
of the 'longest Broadway runs. It's
a show that is always being done
somewhere.
"The Failtasticks" is a simple
play telling the story of a young
boy and girl who find love,
maturity, and who learn
something of life. But the play
has more to it than that. It is a
memory, our memory, fragile and
quite enjoyable. The play will
touch something in all of us.
The show has to offer some
nice comic scenes combined with
many fine song a.nd dance
numbers. "Try to Remember"
and "Much More," two of the
show's most beautiful songs, will
stay with you after you leave the
theatre. ''The Rape Ballet" is one
o7 - the -more ambitious
production numbers. The songs
range from lyrical ballads to more
robust songs.
The play endures because the
people are real and the story is
personal. Simplicity and
remembering are the key to what
can be a fine production.
,-'Fantasticks" is currently in
rehearsal and will open its run
Friday, November 30, in the
Coffeehouse Theatre. It will ·run
through Saturday, December 8.
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American Studies

Unit 4 Intramural Football

continued from page 2
and social reform, no historian,
to my knowledge, has attempted
to reconstruct the Evangelical
world view. I don't see how
anyone could evaluate what they
accomplished without
considering seriously the picture
oof their society they held and
what they set out to achieve-what their goals were. They get
analyzed to death, in ways which
they would consider unfair, if
they were here to observe.
Where and when did the
American Studies concept
originate? Could we tract it to
any one individual or institution?
It could be done, but I can't
do it. The dates would be in the
late thirties and early forties.
Among the early institutions
would be the University of
Pennsylvania, though whether or
not it was the first , I can't tell
you.) It began, if I remember
right, as a sub-section of the
Modem Languages Association.
The first issue of its journal, The
American Quarterly, came out in
1941. I'd look up an issue to see
who was on the editorial board,
to get an idea of who some of the
founding fathers were.
Are the 'principles' and
'tools' of American Studies
similar to those of History?
Most similar in what I'd call
the 'ethics of the profession.' By
this I mean that tenets of good
conduct (faithfulness to data,
rules of interpretation, limits of
interpretive freedom-don't lie
about what the document says,
principals of rational discourse,
rules of selectivity- need to
consider evidence counter to
your proposition) are the same.
We can't get away with any more
than historians get away with. We
use some of the same tools, such
as social science models; but we
also use tools from the
humanities, such as literary
criticism.
Sqme forei&n observers have
been somewhat dismayed by the
lack of what they term "cultural
training" in the Arts and Classics
in many Liberal Arts programs in
this country. Do you see the
emergence of American Studies
as an attempt to rectify, at least
in part, this situation?
Probably not. We use "arts
and classics" in different ways.
We don't for instance, seek to
establish aesthetic criteria, nor to
we train people in the application
of aesthetic c r iteria (either
through performance or
criticism). Our use of the arts can
better be described as giving us
another set of "Interpretive
mirrors"- a perspective for
analyzing the larger culture and
world view of which they are a
part. For this purpose, a work of
Horatio Alger can be as
important as a "literary classic.''
Does American Studies
. "neglect" History?
No. We may neglect
chronology , a bit, which is
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something entirely different. And
we ignore some of the traditional
.historical pathways (such as such
and such happened in the
administration of Washington,
followed by Adams, Jefferson,
etc., etc., etc.,) but not because
we don't know them. We just
don't think that they are terribly
valuable or important
considerations in the light of
what we're trying to do.
In your estimation, would
someone trained in American
Studies view the American
Experience from a more "libenl"
perspective?
What do you mean by
liberal? Broader and more
eclectic, I'd say yes. More
humanistic? I'd say yes again.
Politically liberal or
philosophically liberal, I'd say
not necessarily. Members of the
profession swing both ways on
that point. There's a bit more
medom of personal perspective
in our community, I'd think. An
American Studies person ·can be
pretty eccentric and still
accorded recognition by his
peers. In this sense, we're less
bound.
How has the American
Studies Program been received
here at RWC? Elsewhere?
By whome? By students,
very well-both here and
elsewhere. We oCfer the kind of
conceptua l freedom the
contemporary student enjoys-to
the degree that the student
movement of the '60's and '70's
represents a reassertion of
humanistic values (amorphous
and undefined as those may be,
and in some sense representing a
degree of self indulgence that
worries me a l>it) we attract those
students. To the degree that a
st udent resents forced
speciali7.ation .in categories the
relevance of which has not been
established, we are also attractive.
My own gue;s is that we're going
to see a rennaissance in .classical
liberal studies over the next few
years, and this should be a boon
to American Studies.
I think we're well accepted
by the rest of the faculty here;
and in general, by the community
of scholars. At RWC we get some
static from the historians about
our methodolical looseness and
the free-wheeling nature of what
we do and teach, but it's good
natured. We don't feel oppressed
or second class.
How has the Administration's attitude toward the
American Studies Department
improved/deteriorated since your
arrival in 1972? Have they taken
the area and your own efforts
seriously?
I don't think that we sit in
any different position than the
rest of the faculty, vis a vis the
administration. The pressures on
us are no different than the
pressures on everyone else. I
think we take the charge to be
"experimental" more seriously
than the administration does.

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
FROM THE
QUILL

It had been a long, hard
climb all ~ason; but the taste of
victory last Wednesday was well
worth it for the Intramural
Football players of Unit 4 as they
toppled 3 South In the final
games of the playoffs, 12.0.
Sporting a 4-2 regular season
re.cord, the Unit 4 men took the
beSt of three games final playoff
2-1, winning the fi.rst game 7.0,
los ing the second 12-7, and
finally capturing the third and
deciding match before
approximately 80 spectators.
Previous to the final playoffs,
the top two teams in both the
Southern and Northern Division,
3 South erased 4 South 12.0
while in the Northern Division
Unit nipped Unit 2 12-6.
In the final game, Unit 4
scored the first touchdown
approximately ten minutes into
the game as quarterback Carmen
lantosca hit end Kevin Bezner for
six points. That score held until
Un it 4 pulled an end-around

Inherant in the word
"experiment" is the possibility of
failure. If you have a "sure thing"
you have no experiment. The
administration pays lip service to
the idea of experimentation, but
wants sure things. All of us on
the faculty feel threatened by
this. The pressure is to stick with
the tried and true. Timidity never
gets anyone ·any place. The
American Studies Area has
exciting ideas (at least we on the
area faculty are excited about
them) for such things as
para-professional programs,
off-campus experiences, and the
like. We can get no farther in
promoting these ideas than
getting a luke-warm "fine idea"
from the administration. We get
no assurance that we11 receive
either aid In developing them (in
terms of staff, or released time,)
or no reassurance than, should
one of our fine ideas tum out not
so fine in practice that our necks
won't go on the block.
Incidentally, students quite
often give only lip service to the
idea of experimentation, too.
They are a pretty conservative
lot; and like most human beings,
more comfortable with the devil
they know than the devil or angel
they don't know. I'd like to see
them take a few more chances
and trust that we on the faculty
understand from our own
experiences the risks and rewards
of experimentation, and are
willing to act toward their efforts
accordingly.

optional pass play
(Iantosca-to-Bezner) with just
over a minute to go in the game .
Bezner. seeing end Dave Moore
open, flipped the ball into his
arms...and that was the game.
The championship team
included: lantosca, Moore,

Financial A.i d
continued from page 1
studetns are employed with
college departments and with
community oriented private and
public non-profit agencies in the
summer and during the academic
year.
Under the CWSP, students
may work an average of 15 hours
per week while classes are in
session and 40 hours during
vacation periods.
SUMMARY
Discuss your financial plans
with your parents. The financing
Basically, yes. I feel
amazingly free to do what I want
and to try new things in my
classes and courses. The students
in American Studies are generaUy
responsive and trusting. I'd like
to see them become more
aggressive. The area faculty is
mutually supportive. We respect
each other and give each other
aid and comfort. Compared to
the things I have observed at
other schools and in fighting and
back·biting here, in our area and
among the faculty at large , is
insignificant.
Our area is quite flexible,
thus modification and
improvement is not hard to
attempt (we have our share of
both successes and failures). I
have a few hobby horses of my
own, but no serious gripes. I'd
like to see a bit more
differentiation in the levels of
sophistication in method and
content between the 100, 200,
300, and 400 level courses; but
that is a problem for the entire
faculty to worry about, and the
American Studies Area can't do
much about it by itself. As it
stands now, the course level
system is largely nonsense ,
reflecting only the vaguest
guidelines for student sequences
of courses. And as long as
everyone from sophomore to
senior shows up in any course, no
matter what the number, it
beeomes difficult to create a
hierarchy of diffi culty and
sophistication in the content and
method of courses offered.

Are you content with the
current state of this phenomena?
How could the American Studies
Program b e modified or
improved?

Jo's Gift Shoppe
Gifts

Bezner, Jack Peters, Bill Cohen,
Bill D'Antuono, Bob Ru~ll, Lee
Gershman, Jerry Palmer, Kenny
Bevealy, Chris Falcetti, Bob
Blake, Tom Rogers, Roland
Nirinx, Vic Goldfarb, and Scott
Racusin.

of you college education should
be a partnership between you and
your parents.
File a Parents' Confidential
Statement with the College
Scholarship Service no later than
March 1.
The Roger Williams College
Scholarship Service identification
number is 3729.
Investigate carefully any
local sources of financial aid
available to you. Very often local
service clubs and organizations
are very anxious to help a needy
student.
FOR THOSE WHO
PRESENTLY ATTEND OR
PLAN TO TRANSFER TO
ROGER WILLIAMS COLLEGE:
You must file annually and
during the announced application
period-December 1 through
March 1. It is the responsibility
of the student to obtain and
submit the PCS no later than
March 1. All forms are available
in the RWC Financial Aid Office.
NOTE: Every student must
file a new application every year.
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Close parking and
near bus lines
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S2.50 - S3.60 hr.
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