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Champions for Justice  
Virtual Fundraiser 

 
Please join us for a special evening to celebrate and support the students, alumni, 
partners, and friends whose exceptional devotion to social justice increases access 

to 
JUSTICE FOR ALL. 

 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM ET 
Zoom Program* 

 
Students - complimentary/registration required. 

 

VIEW SILENT AUCTION   
  

Like most events taking place during the COVID-19 pandemic, Champions for Justice will 
look and feel a bit different this year. To this end, instead of highlighting certain Champions, 

as we usually do, we are honoring everyone who is fighting for justice during these 
unprecedented and trying times. Next year we hope to return to our usual in-person format 

of recognizing individual and community Champions.  
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fvndtwe%2Fjmkgas%2F3l9eo2&data=04%7C01%7Ckmacandrew%40RWU.EDU%7Cabfb812f8d8e402afba308d8e3d68349%7Cd84edea239e2410aa672331c49c8c4e2%7C0%7C1%7C637509857794126946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Xf9G%2BinDuJA7njTGJyB2qzTJbSEv7JjOEdKVyBjExjk%3D&reserved=0


REGISTER   
  

 
PRESENTING SPONSOR  

 

 

   

 
TITLE SPONSORS 

 

 

   

 
PROGRAM SPONSORS 

 

  

   

Smith-Kushmerick Family Fund - In Honor of Caitlyn Horbert 
 

 
EVENT SPONSORS 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fvndtwe%2Fjmkgas%2Fjeafo2&data=04%7C01%7Ckmacandrew%40RWU.EDU%7Cabfb812f8d8e402afba308d8e3d68349%7Cd84edea239e2410aa672331c49c8c4e2%7C0%7C1%7C637509857794136891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1irxwC%2F%2BIO2ZxIM0Oaa5XOO0BVBl24zBOPy8Li7M0xY%3D&reserved=0


 

   

To visit the Champions for Justice webpage, click here.  
For event registration questions, please email lawevents@rwu.edu.  

    
 

 
  

  
 

 
 
    

 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fvndtwe%2Fjmkgas%2Fz6afo2&data=04%7C01%7Ckmacandrew%40RWU.EDU%7Cabfb812f8d8e402afba308d8e3d68349%7Cd84edea239e2410aa672331c49c8c4e2%7C0%7C1%7C637509857794136891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=e9ARb2NYfW%2BVEv3qJB1NXQkkIUUq7C12j%2F283rr%2FzJs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lawevents@rwu.edu?subject=Champions%20for%20Justice%20Virtual%20Event


Champions for Justice 
2021 

March 9 2021, 6:00 pm EST - March 11 2021, 9:00 
pm EST | OPEN 

 
$50 
#8936870 BIDS 

“Day In The Life ” With Dadriana Lepore'10 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$20 
#8937113 BIDS 

Additional Bar Study Basket 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 3 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$75 
#8936990 BIDS 

Career Coaching With Law BOD Collin Bailey'08 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
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$50 
#8936890 BIDS 

Career Coaching With Law BOD Zachary Mandell'11 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$75 
#8936840 BIDS 

Career Coaching With Adam Ramos'06 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$50 
#8936930 BIDS 

Career Coaching With BOD Vice-Chair Nicole Benjamin'06 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$100 
#8950280 BIDS 

Dinner With The Deans 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
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$200 
#8937141 BID 

Drinking Club 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BID 1 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$65 
#8944245 BIDS 

GrubHub Or Uber Eats Gift Card 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 5 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$85 
#8944207 BIDS 

Hope & Main Food Basket 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 7 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$750 
#8936041 BID 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BID 1 
O  

BID NOW 
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$750 
#8936730 BIDS 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$750 
#8936511 BID 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BID 1 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$750 
#8936470 BIDS 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$750 
#8936430 BIDS 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
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$750 
#8936030 BIDS 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$750 
#8936381 BID 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BID 1 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$750 
#8936310 BIDS 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$750 
#8936210 BIDS 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
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$750 
#8936050 BIDS 

Kaplan Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$50 
#8950251 BID 

Lunch With Dean Bowman 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BID 1 
O  

BID NOW 
 

• $75 
#8936810 BIDS 

Networking Luncheon With Law BOD Patrick Jones, Esq 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$50 
#8950210 BIDS 

Park Like The Dean 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 0 
O  

BID NOW 
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$35 
#8950322 BIDS 

Pizza/Beverages With Yelnosky And Laurie Barron 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 2 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$50 
#8944181 BID 

Pool Party At Professor Logan's Condo 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BID 1 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$125 
#8950192 BIDS 

Summer Cocktails With RWU President Miaoulis 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 2 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$900 
#8936759 BIDS 

Themis Bar Prep 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 9 
O  

BID NOW 
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$35 
#8944262 BIDS 

Two MXR Boxes 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 2 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$135 
#89442912 BIDS 

Wine & Cheese Board From Grapes And Gourmet 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 12 
O  

BID NOW 
 
$75 
#8937109 BIDS 

Wine Tasting Basket 
SILENT AUCTION 

O  
BIDS 9 
O  

BID NOW  
 
 

Making a Difference Together 
RWU Law's extended family gathered Thursday night for an 
'online edition' of its signature Champions for Justice event, 
raising more than $95,000 for the school's public service legal 
initiatives in Rhode Island, Southeastern Massachusetts, and 
beyond. 

March 15, 2021 

Michael M. Bowden 
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Glimpses of Champions for Justice 2021. Top row (l-r): Dean Gregory W. Bowman, Feinstein Center 
Director Laurie Barron, RWU President Ioannis N. Miaoulis; middle row: Joshua Xavier ’14, 3L Sophia 
Weaver, U.S. District Court Judge William E. Smith; bottom row: 3L Jessica Insurriaga, RWU Provost 
Margaret Everett. 

It wasn’t the packed ballroom event that the Roger Williams University School of Law 
community has grown accustomed to over the years, but Thursday night’s "online edition" of 
Champions for Justice still delivered an intimate, spirited evening – one that raised a grand total 
of $95,495 for the school's pro bono, clinical and externship programs. 

And because the law school saved many of the costs associated with a physical event, the funds 
left for student programming “should be about the same as last year’s net,” said RWU Law Dean 
Gregory W. Bowman. “That's pretty amazing during a pandemic.” 

Champions for Justice is one of the premier annual events for the Rhode Island legal community. 
“Tonight’s program, because it is online, is different than in previous years,” Dean Bowman 
noted in introducing the event. “We will not be handing out any awards this evening. We are 
waiting until next year to do that, when we are all back together in person.” 

Instead, Thursday’s event featured inspiring testimonials from two current law students – 3Ls 
Jessica Insurriaga from El Paso, Texas, and Sophia Weaver of Charlestown, R.I. – and alumnus 
Joshua Xavier ’14, now an associate with Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP. The three talked in turn 
with Laurie Barron, director of RWU Law’s Feinstein Center for Pro Bono & Experiential 
Education, about how they benefited from funds raised at past Champions events. 

“What started out as an auction at the law school to support our public interest summer stipend 
program has grown and transformed into a huge gala that raises thousands upon thousands of 
dollars for the Pro Bono Collaborative, our Alternative Spring Break Program, Clinical 



Externships, Clinical Law Programs, and our public interest summer stipend program,” Dean 
Bowman said. 

“We are Rhode Island’s law school, and we are fiercely proud of that. We succeed 
because of you – and you make us better. Collectively, we are making a difference in 
Rhode Island and the world.” 

Fundraising efforts Thursday focused largely on a Silent Auction organized by 3L Cory Lee and 
featured items donated by RWU Law alumni, faculty, and staff, as well as corporate partners 
such as Kaplan and Themis (which contributed bar review courses worth more than $1,000 
each). Popular items included a wine-and-cheese board donated by the Feinstein Center; a one-
month pass to park in the Dean’s parking space in front of the law school; and dinner with four 
RWU Law deans – Bowman, Bruce Kogan, David Logan, and Michael Yelnosky. 

Attendees included students, alumni, faculty, and staff; members of the federal and state 
judiciary; elected officials; members of the law school’s Board of Directors, the Law Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, and the University’s Board of Trustees, and past RWU Law 
honorary degree recipients, as well as returning Champions for Justice honored in previous 
years. Besides Bowman, speakers included the RWU President Ioannis N. Miaoulis; RWU 
Provost Margaret Everett, and the chairman of RWU Law’s Board of Directors, U.S. District 
Court Judge William E. Smith. 

Bowman closed Champions for Justice 2021, saying: “If you are a graduate of RWU Law, we 
are your law school. And if you are not a graduate – we are still your law school. We are Rhode 
Island’s law school, and we are fiercely proud of that. With your support and your help, we will 
continue to support the dreams and ambitions of our students, and the work of our great faculty 
and staff.  Everyone here this evening has supported our law school in some way, and we are 
very, very grateful for that. We succeed because of you – and you make us better. Collectively, 
we are making a difference in Rhode Island and the world.” 

RWU Law would like to express its deep gratitude and appreciation to the presenting sponsor of 
Champions for Justice, Jones Kelleher LLP.; to title sponsors Mandell, Boisclair & Mandell, 
Ltd., and Robinson & Cole LLP; to program sponsors Adler Pollock & Sheehan PC, Chisholm 
Chisholm & Kilpatrick Ltd., and the Smith-Kushmerick Family Fund – In Honor of Caitlyn 
Horbert; and to event sponsors ACS Industries Inc.; Barton Gilman LLP; Cameron & Mittleman 
LLP; Coia & Lepore Ltd.; Decof, Barry, Mega & Quinn, P.C.; Gonzalez Law Offices, Inc.; 
Jenna Hashway, Esq. L’11 and John Barylick, Esq.; Higgins, Cavanagh & Cooney, LLP; 
Howland Evangelista Kohlenberg LLP; Keches Law Group; Locke Lord LLP; Marasco & 
Nesselbush LLP; Motley Rice LLC; Partridge Snow & Hahn, LLP; and Ursillo, Teitz & Ritch, 
Ltd. None of this would be possible without your generosity, friendship and support. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our whole-hearted thanks to all of you for supporting the 2021 Champions for Justice Event. 
Because of you, the evening was a remarkable success. 
 
Your support for the Feinstein Center for Pro Bono & Experiential Education and the many 
experiential programs that connect law students to communities in need raised more 
than $95,495! Thank you for helping to provide the resources RWU Law needs to continue and 
expand this vital work. 
 
This year’s virtual event gathered the bench and the bar along with our alumni, faculty, staff, 
students and friends to celebrate the fight for access to justice during these unprecedented 
and trying times. The evening was a wonderful affirmation of the shared values that unite us as 
a legal community. 
 
Many thanks again for your generous support of the Champions for Justice Event and RWU 
Law. We hope to see you next year in person with our return to an awards ceremony. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Dean Gregory W. Bowman 
Roger Williams University School of Law 
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