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PERIOD DETAILS TO HOUGHTON GARRISON HOUSE

Entryway _ i

First period stairway with smoke chamber. At the top of the steps there is vertical
field paneling as well as earlier horizontal sheathing. Continuing into the attic there is a
wall of raised paneling, which may indicate the stairway was open at one time.

Keeping room , ‘ '

Carved and painted ceiling. This would have been the orizinal room of the house
and is probably the %M.—EEE field paneling on fireplace wall with an intact bake oven
and ash pit behind a raised paneled door. Early block printed wallpaper has been retained
on the north wall. This example probably dates to 1820.

Dining room _—

Field paneling which dates the room to probably early Ge rrgian.
The Rumford style fireplace hides an even larger fireplace behinc it.
Back room next to Kitchen '

Although later, this fireplace also has an intact bake oven and ash pit behind a
raised carved paneled door.

- Room above the Keeping room

&

This is the room where the real treasure is hidden. Althov gh it looks like a very
nondescript room, behind the 19™ century plaster raised paneled “valls exist. The east
wall is entirely intact together with a firebox which is supported by the granite block
visible in the keeping room. Throughout the house pieces of rais>d Georgian paneling
are stored which all belong in this room.

Room above the dining room

Raised paneling is on the fireplace wall. This room has the widest floorboards in
the house. Both front rooms are Georgian in appearance and pro >ably date around 1740-
1760. '

The East shed. ‘

“There are set kettles located in this shed that has been remarked upon by every
describer of this house. One is iron and one is copper. Althougl the exact use is
unknown, at least to me, fire could be built in the massive brick ctructure that houses
them. Both east and west sheds are 19™ century. The entry way outside of the west shed
has the earliest exterior features of the house which is old clapbc ards with hand
hammered nails.



The old Houghton House showing the three stages

of occupation-all .ancient -and built on land that

John Prescott, the Founder of Lancaster,sold to Ralph
oughton in 1669., :
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04 WEST BARE HILL ROAD
This late 1600s Garrison is thought

10 be the oldest remaining house in
Harvard. A Garrison was a small
heavily fortified house where the early
settlers would gather in times of danger.
It remained in the Houghton family for

six generations and then became home

to the Sprague family for over three gen-
erations. Fred Sprague enjoyed photo-
graphy and took many pictures in the
1930s for the Historical Society. His
sister Elizabeth, a college art teacher,
had an artiss’s studio in the little shop
on the Common at 1 Littleton Road,
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Reminder -~ Pienlc at Ather-
ton’s this coming Saturday, 4:30
p.m.

“Progress consists, notinthe -
annihilation of yesterday by to- -
day, but in keeping that essence
of yesterday to create this bet-
ter today.” , )

Jose Ortega Y Gasset

- “Politiclans are a set of men

Residence - of Mr: énd Mrs. Morrit G. Sprague, :

who have .Interests aslde from
the interests of the people,
and who, to say the most of

~ them, are at least one long

step removed from honest men.

-1 say this with greater free-

dom belng -a politlcian my-
self.
Abraham Linccln

“*{West Bare Hill Road, one of the oldest, perhaps. -

the oldest, inhabited house in
house, begun in 1648, A

Town. A garrison
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