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6 HISTORY OF HARVARD.

)n the thirtieth of October, 1805, while gathering walnuts
ipon his intervale, he fell from a tree and so paralyzed his
pinal column that his lower limbs were ever after totally
seless. Though a dead man below the waist, his will-power
vas as alive as ever, and his arms and hands retained their
trength unimpaired. He learned and practiced the art of
hoemaking, and by mcans of cords and pulleys attached to
he ceiling of his room could move himself within certain
mits at pleasure. He survived his fall over twenty-five
ears, dying March 17, 1831, at the age of seventy-four.

It was in this Atherton house that, during the Revolution,
wo paroled DBritish officers were for some time quartered.
‘he land about it formed a part of Major Simon Willard's
one hundred and ninety-six acres which was called ye Great
'arm at Still River.”

Ensign Joseph Atherton, oldest son of Joshua, married
lannah, the daughter of Samuel Rogers, in 1720, and re-
eived land from his father described as “where I the said
oshua Atherton formerly lived....... bounded west on the
ver.” The deed also mentions “the cellar where the old
ouse stood.” Joseph died in 1735, leaving sons Oliver and
bseph, and daughters Mary, Elizabeth, Hannah and Patience.
[is homestead was then described as one hundred and
venty-seven acres, bounded west by the river, and having

pon it his own residence and an “old house called Hoults.”

he venerable dwelling under a noble elm, on the brow of
e hill east from the Still River station, and now the home
' Oliver H. and Galen Atherton, probably covers the site of
1€ of the old houses, while the cellar of the other, a short
stance southward across the county road, was filled up
any years ago. In the present house Oliver Atherton kept
well-known inn in Revolutionary days.

Between the homesteads of John Willard and Joshua Ath-
ton was that of Joseph and Elizabeth (Wilder) Hutchins,
hich he bought A. D. 1700, of Benjamin, son of Major
mon Willard, it being the southernmost portion of the
ajor’s Still River farm. Joseph and Elizabeth died within
ur months, in 1757, and probably childless, for they willed
eir whole estate to a “kinsman,” Joshua Church, even in-
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cluding their “negro, Neptune.” The farm was soon after
purchased by Samuel Haskell, whose widow sold it to Joseph
Atherton. Samuel Dudley, in 1797, bought the estate of the
Atherton heirs and built the house now owned by Mrs. Jona-
than W. Lawrence. The ancient dwelling occupied by
Thomas Atherton Bigelow was probably the house of Joseph
Hutchins, and if so, is nearly two hundred years old.

No pioneer's home now standing in the town offers more
of interest to the antiquary than the James Houghton garri-
son house, which has been handed down from father to son
through five generations, with only those alterations and
additions which the comfort and accommodation of succes-
sive families made imperative. No homestead in Harvard
has remained thus permanently in the same family. The
capacious farm-house, lovingly cared for by -the present
owner, Edward Warren Houghton, is obviously the sum of

A*&.;

the original garrison house, built between {1692 and 1704. [y~

at least three structures, all ancient; the wegm_m@gf?

~—The first chimney was of stone, the huge foundation of whic

yet fills half the cellar. This was very early replaced by the

present many-flued brick pile, with its eight fire-places, oven, -

cupboard niches, and a smoke closet in which there is room
enough to hahg for curing the hams and shoulders of a score
of swine. Many of the little windows, though the sash-are
modern, remain at nearly double the height from the floor
which is now thought convenient, and the walls below and
around them are filled in solidly with brick and stone, so as
to be completely bullet-proof. The huge oaken beams and

third of their thickness below the lath and plaster of the
ceiling. It became necessary to remove the paneled wains-

_cot during some . renovations. _It was unpainted of the soft-

est pine in which neither knot nor shake nor sap could befound,

fastened with wooden pins and faultless in workmanship.. It

was doubtless the handiwork of the owner and builder of the
house, who was a carpenter, and the POI‘thl’lS of it preserved
affmd evidence of his practiced sm
used in any part of the construction, even in fastening the
rived clapboards, it was the wrought work of the blacksmith.
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/ 88 " HISTORY OF HARVARD.

The suecessive occupants of this interest;

- . : < cresting home
illilevzoll)]czrfl .R'I,1 tﬁe builder of th-e garrison, Jan?é,s ;}]::Ly;ttcad
e }};1) a_nd}]ane. His will was proved Scpt{::mg’,]'.
married.Ma;. : E)v;nas loughton, the third son of James, v hu
ey ;:}11 Moore, Decen1ber 2, 1725, had one sop E’I'Y IO
e h? age of smty—eight, April 10, 1764, I’Iis iiladl’
Vst e Im over twenty-six years. 3, Elijah, mar y ;
g e ney ‘and‘had cleven children, the oldest"l‘h nef
= ng f)t possession of the house. 4, Thomas b;/ h.Omv.a.s,
retai;red t;: e,l had thirteen children, of whom '(5) CIS V;lfC
i hc} 1?rr3e§tead, and his son is the present (:\I') ”q
. .E“.omc castward, now owned by John Sprasye n'U~
jah Heughton, Jr., sold to Abrah; e dl
s _ am Lawrence in

Five or six years before the birth of H

el arv, Ste
:,2(;, ;Apk;g:ixtleliiugh%m s'et up their roof-tree besiadr:'ti?écl?ihr:]
et e(;e enjamin K. Barnard now lives, In 1.{’ ]
= descendanrlar bought Houghton’s house and land &
dants have ever since occupied th wpl
present dwelling is the third built here : I‘JIaCC. &

The guests at the first Harvard ordination in 1733
were

entertained at the house of Joseph Willard son of the f
c € first

Henry. This dwelling stands in excelle

1 . S nt pr ; ]
iz;tsh li:i]l Rnl(\)'er, ;t the junction of the Grotgnejggvzgﬁ,a:g
his Si,sters g Thw the hOfne of Reverend John B, Wil]a;d and
e :;1t theey are dl.re.ct descendants of the first own:r
S0 rﬁar or1gmally sloped to a single story and

appearance. In m al:,'e given the house a somewhat mo’der
= waus. . 15'1 ing t}.lese cI'nanges it was found that thn
B’égmafggwn.!B,@Msyl_tb.wbn,gslg B Gl e
a“rf‘(T”'f“ZSO”'aJ'd’m'w‘ere' sevf-?rr.alv.m.?moranda dated between pc:n
e »Sg uktlhw-yu ‘..one-or.more dates of-the—previous cc .,t,fz.;o
fitted for tv}tZSt room was known as the “dower rogm.” bors
way to cellar, aregldence of the dowager with a speci;l SZ:_)g
k e quit; nd oven and closet conveniences. Thjs ; ir-
4 - wheusual in old cotmtry houses. The i eaj;
keeping, was bl:,-Josep h and Elizabeth Willard began b o
; ilt about 1712; but there is some reasc(:usf-

nto

. believe that it dates from about 1730, though very babl
3 y 4 pro a y

_ stands at the eastern enc
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econstruction from the materials, or built upon the
older edifice.
highway about midway between Still River and
on a hill-sheltered slope facing the south,
3881, a large and venerable dwelling, re-
B. Gale when he built the house which
The main part of the old structure now
d of the barn, shorn of the rear.por-
tion which was but one st_ﬁ)dgggi\.wviuf{the huge chimney demol-
-shed were bricks in which figures were plainly impressed,
but these give no clue to its age or builder. It no doubt
dates from 1744, when Jeremiah Foster made a home here.
He sold to John Willard in 1750. Robert Holland kept an
having bought the place of Willard, and the farm

in partar
site, of an

Beside the
Harvard Centre,
there stood, until 1
moved by Absalom
is his present home.

inn here,

has had many owners since.
A somewhat older building is concealed under the modern

exterior of the residence next to Mr. Gale's, on the west. In
1743, Benjamin Nurse transferred to Richard Harris and Jer-
emiah Foster, of Ipswich, a farm of about one hundred and
twenty acres here, and in the division of this between them,
Foster took the eastern half, and Harris the western, with the
buildings. Richard Harris is said to have come from the
seaside to the hills of Worcester County to keep his sons
from becoming sailors. He wasa weaver by trade. He died
in 1776, and his heirs near the close of the century sold house
and lands to Oliver Hill. Benjamin Nurse was a carpenter
~trom Reading, and bought this estate shortly after the incor-
poration of Harvard, from Jonathan Houghton and Ebenezer
Wilder of Lancaster. He first built here.

A large house at the south-west corner of the town’s com-
mon, one of the most weather-beaten in appearance in Har-
vard, was reconstructed to form the mansion in which Dr.
Herbert B. Royal now lives. It dated from the earliest years
of John Seccomb’s ministry, when it was the home of John
and Phebe Atherton. Here he was a licensed inn-keeper in
1734. Ile died in 1755, and Richard Harris, Jr., a carpenter
who married his daughter Lydia, succeeded him. Silas Park-
hurst, a tanner from Pepperell, bought the place in 1772, from
the Atherton heirs, and in Revolutionary times kept a tavern
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