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Will of James Houghton dated 07/17/1711, Middlesex Probate No 11926

Lancaster, August the 29" 1711 An inventory taken of the housing lands and estate both
real and personal of James Houghton Senior late of said Lancaster deceased

[Img] To about one hundred acres of upland being the homestead together with the
housing fencing thereupon and belonging to said:
Land and a piece of meadow about 4 acres adjoining together with L S d

one hundred pound [?] right all appraised at ninety pounds 90 00 00
To about eleven dcres of meadow at plumtrees & four acres at pond 30 00 00
To about fifty acres of second division intervale at plumtrees 12 00 00
To sevens cows 18 00 00
To two heifers 04 05 00
To a pair of young oxen , 06 05 00
To twelve sheep 03 00 00
To three calves 011500
To one horse [saddle?] and bridle 03 10 00
To one young mare 02 00 00
To eleven female swine 03 00 00
To utensils for husbandry 01 10 00
To arms and ammunition 02 00 00
To weaving cloths and some books 02 16 00
To the best bed bedstead two coverlets and bedding belonging 04 00 00
To two other beds and bedding belonging 03 10 00
To about 30 pounds of flax and some wool for yarn 02 14 00
To one iron pole hooks [?] peel tongs frying pan and box iron 01 04 00
To some [?b ) and [? ruter] 00 12 00
To two chests 3 wheels one box table copperware and other sundry 02 16 00

194 17 00
Appraised by /s/ Thomas Wilder

/s/ Jeremiah Willson
/s/ John Houghton

[C  ]Sept 19,1711, Middl[esex]
Mary Houghton the widow of James Houghton
the son of the latewHoughton of Lancaster
[? ] of his estate upon oath [? ] —

/s/ [J FF JPro]



In the Name of God Amen

This Seventeen Day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eleven: I James Houghton Senior of the Town of Lancaster in the County of Middlesex in
the Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England Yeoman --

Being sensible of my own frailty and weakness of Body though otherwise in some good
measure of competent memory and understanding praised be God for it: Do here make
this my Last Will & Testament In manner & form following (that is to say) first and
principally I commit my soul to almighty God my creator hoping to gain free and full
pardon of all my sins through the alone [Mirritt/merit] and mediation of Jesus Christ my
blessed Lord and glorious redeemer. And my body to the earth to be decently buried with
Christian burial. As to my outward or worldly estate--that God of his goodness hath
pleased to bestow upon me: my Will is that it be bestowed ordered bequeathed and
improved as is hereafter expressed in this my Will.

[Imp] After all my [costs?] debts funeral charges and other necessary expenses are fully
paid and discharged out of my estate: my will is and I do hereby give and bequeath unto
Mary my beloved wife the third part of all my personal estate to be to her proper use
benefit and disposal and also her thirds or dower in all my real estate--both housing land
and meadows during the time of her natural life.

To my son James Houghton upon consideration of his being likely to be settled on that
living which was formerly his brother Ralph Houghton’s: 1 do hereby give unto him the
said James Houghton twenty pounds of money or equivalent that is due to me—from the
estate of my son the said Ralph Houghton deceased. And all my second division lot of
intervale land lying at the plumtrees which was [sometime?] the [land?] of Gamaliel
Bramen.

To John Houghton my second son now surviving, I give all that my upland—swamps and
meadow—Ilying on the west side of the highway on the [west?] side of my dwelling
house between said way and the hemp swamp, and all that my intervale lot on the second
division lying at the plumtrees which was the proper lot of my late honored father Ralph
Houghton deceased and the said John Houghton paying to his brother James Houghton
the sum of four pounds in money or equivalent thereto and also reserving my said wife’s
dower in said land as abovesaid.

To my three youngest sons namely Thomas Edward and Ephraim Houghton I give all that
my housing and lands adjoining lying on the east side of said highway and all my
meadows both at the plumtrees and pond meadows to be all equally divided considered
both as to quantity and quality to each of the said three brethren when and as they shall
come to the age of twenty one years, still reserving my said wife’s dower therein as

above said they paying to their brother James Houghton three pounds apiece each in
money or other species equivalent: and to each of my five sons above named I give
twenty pound [? ] right apiece, the whole of that here given to my said three youngest
sons to be for the use and benefit of son’s wife and any children that shall be with her till
such time as it shall be liable to division as above said.



To my two daughters namely Hannah Houghton and Experience Houghton I give to cach
of them twenty pounds apiece to be paid by my executors out of my personal estate in
case there be so much free after debts and my said wife’s third [? ] are discharged and set
out and if in case it should fall short then what is wanting shall be paid and made up by
their five brothers aforenamed, to be paid by them in equal proportion, the aid Hannah
Houghton to have her twenty pounds paid within twelve months after the decease of me
the said James Houghton senior and Experience to have [hers?] paid when she shall [? ]
to

the age of 20 years or at the time of marriage [? ] and also hereby make and constitute
my said loving wife Mary Houghton and my son James Houghton joint executors to this
my Will and that this is my Last Will and Testament. I declare by my hand and seal the
day and year above written.

Signed and sealed and declared in presence of

/s/Thomas Wilder /s/James Houghton
/s/Samuel Willard His [ ] mark
His [ ] mark
/s/John Houghton
Middlesex County

[C 119 Sept 1711 Jg

Mary Houghton and James Houghton the
Executors [above?] named did establish this wife
of James Houghton and for probate and Thomas
Wilder, Samuel Willard and John Houghton under
oath they [....to difficult to read]

/s/ [?Winthrop F. Foxcroft JPro]
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