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Summer Holidays: International Mandela
Day

July 8, 2022

International Mandela Day is celebrated on July 18 each year. Volunteering and community
services on this day honor the legacy of Nelson Mandela.

In April 2009, the Nelson Mandela Foundation and the 46664 Initiative (the Nelson Mandela
Foundation’s HIV/AIDS global awareness & prevention campaign) invited the world to join
them in support of an official Mandela Day. The groups celebrated the day on July 18, 2009,
with art exhibits, educational, fundraising, and volunteer events leading up to a concert at Radio
City Music Hall. In November 2009, the United Nations declared July 18 Nelson Mandela Day
with Resolution A/RES/64/13. The day was first officially celebrated by the United Nations in
2010.

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was born July 18, 1918, in Mvezo, South Africa. Mandela is known
for successfully leading the resistance to South Africa’s policy of apartheid as a member of the
African National Congress political party. Apartheid was the country’s system of
institutionalized racial segregation. The National Party began enforcing racial segregation
policies when they gained power in 1948. Because of his anti-apartheid activism Mandela
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became a frequent target for authorities. He was banned (restricted from travel, associations, and
speech) and arrested on various charges. Mandela was put on trial with 9 others on charges of
sabotage in the famous Rivonia Trial. The trial ended on June 12, 1964, with eight of the
defendants convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment, including Mandela.

During his 27 years in prison, Nelson Mandela remained a symbol of the anti-apartheid
movement. In 1989, F. W. de Klerk became South Africa’s President. De Klerk sped up the
reform process his predecessor began. He initiated talks with the country’s four designated racial
groups and moved to release political prisoners, including Nelson Mandela. On February 11,
1990, Nelson Mandela was released from prison.

Mandela was chosen as deputy president of the ANC (African National Congress) soon after his
release and became the ANC president in July 1991. Mandela led the ANC in negotiations with
de Klerk and the National Party in transitioning from apartheid to multiracial democracy. Nelson
Mandela and F.W. de Klerk jointly won the Nobel Peace Prize for their work in 1993.

In April 1994, the ANC won the electoral majority in South Africa’s first free elections. Mandela
was sworn in as South Africa’s President on May 10. President Mandela introduced housing,
education, and economic initiatives designed to improve the living standards of the country’s
Black population. He helped establish the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to investigate
human rights violations under apartheid. He also oversaw the enactment of South Africa’s new
democratic constitution.

Mandela retired from politics in 1999 but remained an advocate for peace and social justice until
his death in 2013.
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July 30th: International Friendship Day

July 22, 2022

According to the UN, the International Day of Friendship was proclaimed in 2011 and lobbied
by the World Friendship Crusade out of Paraguay. There are many South American countries
that celebrate it on different days and have customs associated with it that usually involve
gathering at restaurants and bars. In Paraguay, people play Amigo Invisible (the Invisible Friend)
where friends secretly select each other from slips of paper and give their designated person a
gift. It’s very similar to Secret Santa.

In a time of uncertainties, upheaval, and struggles, friendship embodies the values that we hold
to inspire peace. Friends are crucial to maintain our mental health and should be seen as just as
important as a quality outline. They make complicated tasks manageable and the mundane ones
hilarious. Friends, especially the ones you’ll make here, will be able to commiserate and
celebrate with you better than anyone. Think of all the friends you have made so far during your
time here at law school and maybe reach out to one of them today!

And remember, we are always here for you at the library!
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