






Don Migliori,  a longtime (and popular) member of our adjunct 

faculty, shared his experiences handling compensation claims on behalf of families that lost loved ones in 

the 9/11 attacks, both in front of Ken Feinberg’s compensation commission and in civil actions in the 

federal courts. Now, after almost a decade of preparation, Don is set to try the single case slated to go to 

trial (in the Southern District of New York), and he gave a nice shout-out to his colleague (and our alumna) 

Leah Donaldson ‘07, who brought her invaluable pre-law school experience with air safety to her work at 

Don’s firm, Motley Rice. Read 9/11 Families, Except One, Receive Over $7 Billion for details.  
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This audience also got to hear from Patricia Sullivan, one of New England’s 

top corporate lawyers, who saw her professional life inalterably changed when she and her partner 

Deming Sherman  took on, pro bono, a pair of habeas corpus claims on behalf of detainees captured in 

Afghanistan and incarcerated at Guantanamo.  Pat described how, after she and Deming convinced their 

partners at the leading firm Edwards, Angell, Palmer & Dodge that they should take on the cases, the two 

dove into a completely new (and highly controversial) area of the law – and personally incurred the cost of 

their logistical support, travel and an interpreter, all in an effort to ferret out why her clients were 

incarcerated.  It turned out that both were in the wrong place at the wrong time: one was eventually 

released to return to Afghanistan; the other remains at Gitmo with no release date on the horizon (he fired 

Pat and Deming, preferring to leave the matter to Allah). 

Last but not least came our own Professor Peter Margulies, a 

nationally-known expert on National Security Law, and author of  "Law’s Detour: Justice Displaced in Bush 

Administration (2010)".  Peter has been involved in a number of hi-visibility cases arising out of the War on 

Terror /blog/professor-margulies-plays-role-key-scotus-case and he summarized important civil cases that 

seek compensation for the “enhanced interrogation” techniques used during the early years of the War on 

Terror, and that are working their way through the court system. 

All in all, a fascinating collection of experiences for a terrific group of lawyers. 



 

 



 

 


