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We I|.|| wanl Ll believe I||.|1 Limses have ||1|||-_:|'1| We
often think that tragic storics of African
Americans like that of Emmett Till, who at 11 was
|.||';_;|'h'1| anil killed los "il!ill.-_; wilh i Mhitl'
WO, are l|||li!_'~ of the Jri=l Yei. vear alier vear
new viclims are claimed because of the color of
their skin. Michael Brown, Freddie Grav, Allon
.""11‘|:'|i||;_'. Ihese are Just a bew ol the hund reds of
peaple of color who have died becanse of racial
targeting. These tragedies make headlines, vel
sanjal |||-l||'|' !l':_;i-|.|l|l-|: remiins slagnanl

The Black Lives Matter movement cmer :_'I'II m
22 o combat racial targeting alter the death of
.|1'.|'| (111 1|||.|r'tir|. The L e ol the el .

o r'lrli“tl: 1o the Black Lives Maller I;||I1||ri',_'
Principles. is o serve as "an idealogical and
political intervention in a world where Black lives
are svsbematicallv and intentionall I:.u“_"q"lq'ql lor
demi=e amd “an aflirmation of llack folks
contrilmtions 1o this seciety, var humanily. and
our resilience in the Laee of deally |||r|-|1|'-'-|lrll_

Franm mael = wilh Demmoeratie sational

Convention leaders. to attemding a meeting at the
W hite House at the invitation of the [ormer

President. the Black Lives Matter movement i=

making strides in eliminating racial profiling in
i sl

Many ||l:'r||]rh' |||:-i|:||!r|1:nl' ol Black Lives Matter,
Their dizapproval leads to many misconceptions
absoul the purpose of the movement. These
JLIRECREEIE |'||1I|i||1 TR Ili' ﬂil'!illllLl'iI as |FH"I Calss
Iu'n|||l' e ilizeredin Wb entioe [RR il the
mawvemenl.

'] b 1o | lJ.1||l_:I'I:'\HI.I'|- |1|i:--n||||'|'||1 w15 Hhat I

il |.|I'i||::|l||.||! black lives maiter, we are aciually
claiming that other lives do not mater, the el
elevating black lives (o a superior status. Formes
YL mayor Hualy Gauliani believes this fallacy, He
cven claimed that the movement was " imherent by
racisl,. However, Gimliani's beliel directls
contrasts one of Lhe BLA guiding i i||n||'-.
which states that the movement is “committed to
avknow ledging. respecting and oelebeating
||i|||'|1'|||'4'- anl 4'|||1||||.|r|1,||i!||'h._ |||j- |.|-|'|:irr 1= w iy
many protests by BLAM have drawn notably diverse
participants

The mext mis n||u'|||inr| is that BLM o nlirages
Ill'i'ilh"‘-‘- ok nee A=l ||-|r||| e all s ||| (1%
article “More Hypocrisy from [Hack Lives Matter.

lan Tuttle details the story of Micah Johnson who

opened [ire during a march in Dallas, which
resuilied in the death of live police officers
1I.|I|I|r|.|-_'|l ]lr|lu-::|:l attenmiled the |||'1|11"-I. il was
later discovered that his alisnment with violent
black matiomalists is whal =||||r:1|1] his violenee

'I'h||-||-_1|| |||= evireme gelions iy mesl II'III1'11'II| the

values of the movement. Lhey ame pow imlertwiped,

Ohut of these gross misconceptions, the Blue Lives
I|||.|1h'r ool er-mmove el It.l‘- S[prumg, ||||r||:h

their mission statement does not contradict the

BLM movement. it divectly attacks the movement.,

even claiming that the purpose of Black Lives
Matter is the “vililication of the law.” h
basele=sly compares police uniforms to the =kin
color of an entire race. When an organization that
claims o T Furlilr devalues am organizalion
like Black Lives Matter, a movement That "-FEII”I*"‘-
the (undamental values of many Alfrican
Americans. it only serves o reallirm whal society
has lween telling ws: that the |Hl|iq ¢ arme oul o i.'l'l
u=, Lhat socicty wanls o sée us in Uhe
penitentiary, that sur existence does not matter
||1'-|ril-l' r'u'l'_\.l||.|r|u that Alrican Americans have

had to overvome. By contradicting us, gols only

create more division, more inteleramce, aml mone

hatred between us, his leaves society stagnant.
From my perspective a= a black woman, | directly
wilmess Lhe rampant ignorance of my fellow “II‘__‘!'I'
Williams | miversity students on a daily basi=
Isswes of racial targeting directly alfect very few
||-|'|l-||-h' al Roger Williams. Fven s, it is ups Liv s,
A8 NS TG ailemics in a ;Ilrtlulllrl'll wirlid, o
educate surselves on issues of social justice lest
||‘I.I'--I' 1asiies oot inoe o lester

Movements like the Black Lives Matter Movement
need to ke accurately pnderstood and portraved i
social changes are to come about. Until jt=
lesilimacy is e r'|r|1'1| amal gpddressed, i.!_'rl.lrl'.llll.'l:'
will continue to separate us. Until we are
areepled, we will emind the world of who we are
Bt in the end. it will pol be a2 matter of how D
wee el bow loud we shout, or how many Black
lives awre lost at the hand of societally ingrained
||-|1'!111|:|1'4'.

Black lives will only matter when socicly begins lo

treal Lhem like they do

Sipoerely,

Asia A. Carter- Laml




