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Exhibition at

Roger Williams University

Lawyers

Jewish lawyers in Germany
under the Third Reich presented by

Wltho ut nghts AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

GERMAN FEDERAL BAR

The exhibit can be viewed July 30 - August 31, 2015 at RWU Law in Bristol, Rl and
September 8 - October 2, 2015 at the United States District Court for the District of Rhode Island, Providence, RI.

TN

“The clearest way to show what the rule of law
means o us in everyday life is to recall what has
happencd when there is no rule of law.,”

) Dwight D. Eisenhower
ome 70 years after its

2 horrors unfolded, the Holocaust

=) ! still has stories to reveal and lessons to share.

The idea for this exhibit was conceived in 1998 when an Israeli lawyer

asked the regional bar of Berlin for a list of Jewish lawyers whose licenses

had been revoked by the Nazi regime. “The regional bar decided not only

to research a list of names but also to try to find out more about the fates

benind all those names,” says Axel Filges, president of the German Federal

Bar. “Some were able to leave the country after the Nazis came into power,

but very many of them were incarcerated or murdered. The non-Jewish

German lawyers of those days remained silent. They failed miserably, and so

did the lawyers’ organizations. We do not know why." AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
After the Berlin bar transformed its research into an exhibit, other regional Defending Liberty

bars began asking whether they could show it and add their own research. Pursuing Justice

"So. like a puzzle, a portrait of the fate of Jewish lawyers in Germany has

emerged step by step,” says Filges, whose bar eventually became the

exhibit's overall sponsor. |||I|Ifh

Adapted from the ABA Journal, April 2010 BUNDESRECHTSANWALTSKAMMER

LawyersWithoutRights.com
















Jewish lawye€rs =
N L0
e end of th

-
The legal profession until th

t the beginning of the 20th century the nuﬂrl‘l:ﬂ;‘:;

‘ \ lawyers who were Jewish r:; nf;u:l:: ::::ital '|¢ga|
ively high. This was due

pnsitlnnr::"jewsvin Germany over several l::n(uriefj. IFTar ;\IZ::
time they were subject to a large num}:cr of spc_cww k i
many restrictions regarding the exercise of |.h<|r r
Even after they had been granted full equal righ!
in 1871, they did not immediately have free acllﬁi‘- W0 "
sitions in the civil service, Almost at the same time asl *
foundation of the German Empire, an independent leg:

i ed. The jon and analysis of lh:llzw
;s one of the central pillars of Jewish culture seemed ohwouf
and in keeping with tradition. Many Jews took the opportu

po-

i i ithout
Criminal Court, Berlin-Moubit, carly 20th century nity to work independently in the legal domain and wi

ding on the of an I be it the courts,

the administration or the universities.

i i f their
i the private practices o
Up until the 1920s the number of Jewish lawyers increased continuously. Subsequent generafmns took over : w::h i
fix:hcrs or started their own. In the big cities, the share of Jewish lawyers was higher than in smaller u:lwn i sl
example, on 1 January 1933 more than half of the 3,400 lawyers were of Jewish origin. On account of the m

essi 2 i
ituati ing i deteriorated. Even i

ion — Il situation regarding income

ber of lawyers - since the 1920s women, too, had access to the profession - the overa b rgmt S

jority of lawyers were still part of the middle class, the structure of the legal p ; & Gartivon
:::h?:tmt:g polixr commitm:: for the Left, like Alfred Apfel, Kurt Rosenfeld and Rud?If Olden who dafendt;trl‘ ::B;?’:na“ i
Ossietzky. Others, like Max Alsberg or Ludwig Bendix, took a more liberal stance and a third group clearly supp
objectives, like Max Naumann, for example. There were also considerable social
differences: some lawyers, ‘celebrities’ such as Alsberg and Erich Frey, had many
lucrative cases, whereas others earned just enough to maintain modest living

standards.

One thing they had in common was that
they would never have called themselves
“Jewish lawyers": they were German,
lawyers and Jews. Many of them had been
soldiers during the First World War, others
had renounced the Jewish faith and some
had been baptized. In the area of juris-
prudence, many lawyers of Jewish origin

contributed to the development of
" :’,’ i fa,‘."m:'.(”'.ihm, . renowned legal journals and to the estab-
lishment of professional organisations,
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“To my clients: | had to

give up my activities

as lawyer and notary.

- However, having prac-
tised and studied German
law my whole life, | feel so
closely linked with German
law that even if it were
only for this innermost,
idealistic reason, | have to
continue my activities
within the new framework
that remains under
current legislation..."

(around 1933)

Ludwig Bendix, 1927/28

the legal profession. On 2 June 1933 he
release he was told that his detention

Following the ban from practisina.
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Justizrat Ludwig Chodziesner (28 August 1861 Obersitzko - 13 February 1943 Theresienstadt/Terezin) sur-
rounded by the members of his family. Far left, his daughter Gertrud Kolmar, the famous lyric poet who was
murdered in Auschwitz; front right, his daughter-in-law Dorothea née Galliner, also
1904 - 6 November 1943). She emigrated to South America whereas her husband, who had left
before her, was deported to Australia because he was considered a 'hostile foreigner’ Dorothea died in Chile
her son was given to foster parents and he reached his father in Australia only after the war had ended. In the

a lawyer (29 October

for England

meantime, Ludwig Chodziesner had died in Theresienstadt (Terezin). A distant relative, Hilde Benjamin, who

later was to become Minister of Justice in the GDR, had helped him pack his belongings
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